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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us.

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar

unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you.

COVID Procedure Update
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship. Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout
the service, you are of course welcome to do so. Masks are not required for singing but suggested.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of rejection from
those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words may bring stark division.
Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our heads. Though we may experience
rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day.
Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the
world.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Vater Unser in Himmelreich Bohm
(Our Father)
WELCOME

If you are a guest with us, welcome! We’d love to meet you, or if there’s El_'“
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran :
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of * Jesus Christ.
Amen.




GATHERING HYMN ELW #876 Let the Whole Creation Cry
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1 Let the whole cre - a - tion cry, “Glo - ry to the Lord on high!”
2 Ser-vants striv-ing for the Lord, proph-ets burn-ing with the word,
3 Men and wom-en, young and old, raise the an - them loud and bold,

Heav’'n and earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise to our al - might-y  king!”
those  to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in this wor-ship take their parts;

Praise God, an - gel hosts a-bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;
Pow’rs of knowl-edge and of law, to the glo-rious cir - cle draw;
from the north to south-ern pole let the might-y  cho-rus roll:
. . . | D d d e
o o ) -S— @ o
e || e e —
#F o ] ] ! ud 1 i ]
0 u ‘ , ,
D7/ T— " —— f T P—

St '
7 < = UU '_i—ﬁ_"

sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,“The Lord is good and great!”
“Ho-ly, Ho -1y, Ho-ly One; glo-ry be to God a - lone!
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Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832—-1916, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750, adapt.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all
of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
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Ho - ly One
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God’s right hand.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;
in - her - it,

For

the peace that

we

glo-try be

to

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!




PRAYER OF THE DAY

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.
God of truth uncovered,

you trace the sparrow’s flight,

and plumb the secret places of the heart:
bring our fear and conflict

into the light of your presence;

help us to lose our hollow life

and find our way to you;

through Jesus Christ, the master and the slave.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and
voice, which may vary from the printed texts.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together.

READING: Genesis 21:1-21

Sarah demands that Abraham send Hagar and her son, Ishmael, away. Abraham is distressed because he is
Ishmael’s father. Sarah wants to ensure that her son, Isaac, will be the one to inherit God’s blessing. God,
however, hears Hagar’s cry and promises to also make of Ishmael a great nation.

“The child [Isaac] grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that
Isaac was weaned. ‘But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to
Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. '’So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman
with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” ''The
matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. '"But God said to Abraham,
“Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah
says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you.
" As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your
offspring.” ''So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and
gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she
deP_arted, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.

"When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. '“Then
she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she
said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up
her voice and wept. '’ And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to
Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God
has heard the voice of the boy where he is. '“Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your
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hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” " "Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well
of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.

*’God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert
with the bow. *'He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from
the land of Egypt.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM 86:1-10, 16-17

'Bow down your ear, O Lorp, and answer me,

for I am poor and in misery.

“Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful;

save your servant who trusts in you.

“Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God;

I call upon you all the day long.

“Gladden the soul of your servant,

for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

“For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,

and abundant in mercy toward all who call upon you.

°Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer,

and attend to the voice of my supplications.

"In the time of my trouble I will call upon you,

for you will answer me.

*Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord,

nor anything like your works.

’All the nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord,

and glorify your name.

""For you are great; you do wondrous things;

and you alone are God.

"“Turn to me and have mercy on me;

%ive your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to

shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.



READING: Romans 6:1-14

In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We have been made new in
Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin.

'What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no

means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who

have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? *Therefore we have been

buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
lory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his. “We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body
of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 'For whoever has died
is freed from sin. *But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. *We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer
has dominion over him. "°The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives,
he lives to God. ''So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in
Christ Jesus. '“Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make
you obey their passions. *No longer present your members to sin as instruments of
wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to
life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. '*For sin will have
no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he assures them that
they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus sald to the twelve:] “*“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the
master; “"it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul how much more will they
malign those of his household!

“%“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and
nothing secret that will not become known. *’What I say to you in the dark, tell in the
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. ““Do not fear those
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul
and body in hell. ’Are not two Sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall
to the ground apart from your Father. ’And even the hairs of your head are all counted.
"So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

“*“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge
before my Father in heaven; *“but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny
before my Father in heaven.

““Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring
peace, but a sword.
“For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter agalnst her mother,
and a daughter in-law against her mother-in-law;
““and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

“"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; ““and whoever does not take
up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. “Those who find their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ACS #1049 Before the Waters Nourished Earth
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.

A brief silence.

You entice your church to speak truth that challenges false notions of peace. Prevail upon
us with the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection, that we are compelled to share
the gospel with all the world. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Under your watch not even a sparrow goes unnoticed. Safeguard plant and animal habitats
threatened by melting glaciers, rising oceans, and receding coastlines. Amplify the voices
of those calling for responsible stewardship of the earth’s resources. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Our world is enduring violence and destruction. Rescue your people in nations
experiencing conflict or crisis, especially in Ukraine. Thwart the efforts of those who sow
chaos and terror, and guide those working to bring about peace and reconciliation. Bless
the land, people, and churches of Kenya and Tanzania. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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You have counted even the hairs of our heads. Reassure anyone experiencing poverty,
homelessness, unemployment, or exploitation that every life has value. Look favorably upon
all who struggle, and open doors of possibility for our Overnight Shelter guests. Answer us,
for your steadfast love is good. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Even when we experience rejection your love invites us to new life. Lift up anyone who feels
shunned or excluded on account of their gender, race, sexual orientation, gender identity,
national origin, or any other human distinction. Make your people one. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

All who have died with Christ also live with him. We give thanks for all the saints whose
faithful confession inspired our own discipleship, remembering especially Philipp
Melanchthon, Cyril, Irenaeus, Peter, Paul, Catherine Winkworth and John Mason Neale.
Raise us, with them, to eternal life. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with one
another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
The assembly is seated. This congregation serves our neighbors, E - E
community, and the world through the participation and support of its
members and guests. Because offerings are never just about us, this
month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Food Bank of
Northwest Indiana http://www.foodbanknwi.org and Project
Neighbors https://projectneighbors.org or https://www.facebook.com/ E
ProjectNeighbors.

If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/
give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app).

OFFERTORY Children of the Heavenly Father Ruiter-Feenstra
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OFFERING PRAYER
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus
at the words "Blessed is he.")

Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.

Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated.

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus'

invitation. The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us
and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and
strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and
are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All baptized Christians are
always welcome at the Lord's table.

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

require this. Also, if you unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that
pastor can bring communion to you.

LAMB OF GOD
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I O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

b
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #732 Borning Cry
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Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.
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ELW #798 Will You Come & Follow Me
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if 1 but  call

2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if 1 but  call

3 “Will you  let the blind - ed see if 1 but  call

4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call

5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev. - er be the same?
kind  and nev. - er be the same?
free and nev. - er be the same?
side and nev. - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you've found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn  go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what 1

world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus Tl  move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Tona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God,

for the refreshment we have received

at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God'’s mission in the world.

BLESSING
The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed

+ bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #810

O Jesus, I Have Promised
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1 O Je - sus, 1 have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in  ac - cents clear and still
4 0 Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
| ok T T v
12 | : ‘EF #
i I — I i i
T T . T T
0 u .
7 A — f T — . P—— — T
y 4 i —— I — i 1 f —r \ —
oT——1— 1‘_’ - —
& 2 S B
re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
° P . o 4 . .
@ T T P e
Sa i P—HS’—"“ i o k 1
i i i \ > i
1 | 1T 1 I = I 1 .
4 | I
0 4 . ‘ .
i —— i — —1 ———— q
J . - ¢ } 4 I I | I i |
ke & ke =
nor wan -der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.
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Text: John E. Bode, 18161874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermelrtes Gesangbucl, Meiningen, 1693

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Poco Vivace Schroeder

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited
to greet one another and share in fellowship.

Worship Leaders

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
Acolyte Luke Ridley Libby Novak
Lector Karl Reichardt Kathy Rowberg
Prayer Assistant Paige Reichardt Grace Safrin
Communion Assistants Barbara Clements Holly Knauff

Andrew Teeple
Ushers Luke Venstrom

Willem Bendicsen
Sound/Light Lance Nolting Jeff Peiffer
Video/Livestream _ Tony Reinhold
Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.
Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch
Communion Baker Andrew Teeple

June Altar Gifts

Holy Communion Cheryl Watson ~ In celebration of Ken’s birthday (6/14)
Altar Candles Lois & Michael Felten ~ In memory of Robert Bauer

Eternal Lamp Candles  Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In memory of Fred & Edna Eickemeyer
(Grandparents)
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COMMEMORATIONS
Week of June 25, 2023

June 25-Philipp Melanchthon, renewer of the church, died 1560

Though he died on April 19, Philipp Melanchthon is commemorated today because of his
connection with the Augsburg Confession. Colleague and co-reformer with Martin
Luther, Melanchthon was a brilliant scholar, known as “the teacher of Germany.”

June 25-Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, 1530

On this day in 1530 the German and Latin editions of the Augsburg Confession were
presented to the Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman Empire. The Augsburg Confession
was written by Philipp Melanchthon and endorsed by Martin Luther, and consists of a
brief summary of points in which the reformers saw their teaching as either agreeing with
or differing from that of the Roman Catholic Church of the time.

June 27-Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444

Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After a conflict
involving all of the major Christian leaders of the time, it was decided that Cyril’s
interpretation, that Christ’s person included both divine and human natures, was correct.

June 28-Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202

This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down by
the apostles. An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was one of
the first to speak of the church as catholic, or linked together.

June 29-Peter and Paul, Apostles

These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation after
Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a glorious confession of faith
and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, then was
converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people.

July 1-Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866;

hymn translators

Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and Greek hymns

into English. Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and devoted herself to translating
German hymns. Almost all English-speaking hymnals include many of their translations.
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Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Kenya and Tanzania.

We are thankful for:

e the abundant wildlife, natural resources and people indigenous to these countries and
that they are protected, not exploited

e the literacy rate in Kenya, the highest in Africa, and for the schools that churches
and their partners support and sustain in both countries

o the faithful witness of the churches in their communities, and in building positive
relationships with those of other faiths

e persons and organizations who meet the needs of the hundreds of thousands of
migrants and refugees from other African countries.

We pray for:
e greater tolerance between Christians and Muslims as they work together to improve
the lives of all people

e youth, that they not succumb to radicalization but are prepared to sustain their lives
and communities

e all victims of violence, especially sexual or gender-based violence, and all who are
marginalized or excluded from communities

e those who are most vulnerable to climate change and drought, that they may have
clean water to drink and for their crops and animals to flourish

e economic growth and trade that benefits all the people.

Stewardship Snippet

Matthew 10:38b-39 — [Jesus teaches,] “Whoever does not take up the cross and follow
me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it.”

Faithful stewardship boils down to, “How am I living? Really?” Jesus gives us a strange
paradox: If we “find” our life in ways of the world, then we lose it. But if we pick up
our cross and “lose” ourselves in the things of God, we find our lives. How would you

pick up your cross? What part of your ego needs to be crucified for you to find your
life?
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Evil? I Renounce It!

The service of Holy Baptism asks baptismal candidates, parents, and sponsors to reject
sin in a series of renunciations:

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Those assembled respond: “I renounce them!” (ELW, p. 229)

In today’s gospel, Jesus warns the disciples about what sorts of evil, risks, and divisions
may be ahead for them. Discipleship has already cost them their intended vocations, and
the road ahead includes conflicts that will split families and may cost them their lives.
Such was the reality in ancient days when taking on Roman authority.

Today, risks for living out faith still exist, especially in countries without freedom of
religion. But most of us have difficulty imagining what resistance to our faith would
look like. One look at the morning news reminds us that evil is rampant in our world.
We resist evil when we raise our voices against violence, when we march against
inequality, when we welcome and house the stranger new to our country and
community, and when we fight for the rights of Black and brown and LGBTQ+
siblings. Some among us tackle systemic racism and corruption in workplaces and
institutions—often at great risk.

This passage from Matthew is difficult and disturbing, yet there is gospel in it. Jesus
tells those who follow him not to fear, and that we undertake this mission of mercy with
vulnerability and dependence on a most gracious God. Amid the risks, despite the
uncertainty, the gospel is to be proclaimed “in the light” and “from the

housetops” (Matthew 10:27), for it is the most powerful tool we have against the evil of
this world.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26201.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Portions printed under
OneLicense.net License #A-711129. Stewardship Toolkit, Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard.

Portions from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare.
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