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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays, please indicate which you want. The 
Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require this. Also, if you 
unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   
 
 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people. Jesus sends out 
the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s 
compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal 
the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE     Blessed Jesus, We are Here         J.S. Bach 
  
WELCOME 
If you are a guest with us, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s anything 
you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church, please 
consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point your 
phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in 
the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer 
Request (backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of our neighbors. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW  #526   God Is Here! 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Tender shepherd 
to the helpless and lost; 
we praise you  
for sharing your power 
with a motley band 
of stumbling friends: 
may we who have received without payment 
give without charge 
and so bring your kingdom near; 
through Jesus Christ, the Lord of the harvest. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and voice, 
which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together. 
 
READING: Genesis 18:1-15 
God, in the form of three messengers, announces to Sarah and Abraham that they will have a child. Sarah, because 
of her advanced age, laughs at this seeming impossibility. But nothing is impossible for God, and in due course 
Isaac is born (Gen. 21:1-7). Now, Sarah confesses, everyone will share in her joyous laughter. 

 
1The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in 
the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he 
ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I 
find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, 
“Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready 
quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, and 
took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took 
curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them 
under the tree while they ate. 
 9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10Then one 
said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah 
was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in 
age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, 
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saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The Lord 
said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am 
old?’ 14Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due 
season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she 
was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.”  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM 116:1-2, 12-19 
1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 
and listened to my supplication, 
2for the Lord has given ear to me 
whenever I called. 
12How shall I repay the Lord 
for all the good things God has done for me? 
13I will lift the cup of salvation 
and call on the name of the Lord.  
14I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all God’s people. 
15Precious in your sight, O Lord, 
is the death of your servants. 
16O Lord, truly I am your servant; 
I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
and call upon the name of the Lord.  
18I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all God’s people, 
19in the courts of the Lord’s house, 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  
 
READING: Romans 5:1-8 
We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into a right relationship 
with God through Christ’s death. 

 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 
our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 
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rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone 
might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23] 
The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his first disciples 
as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw 
the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.” 
 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the names 
of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son 
of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, 
the one who betrayed him. 
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 5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You 
received without payment; give without payment. [9Take no gold, or silver, or copper in 
your belts, 10no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers 
deserve their food. 11Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, 
and stay there until you leave. 12As you enter the house, greet it. 13If the house is 
worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 
14If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your 
feet as you leave that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 
 16“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 17Beware of them, for they will hand you over to 
councils and flog you in their synagogues; 18and you will be dragged before governors 
and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19When they hand 
you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you 
are to say will be given to you at that time; 20for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit 
of your Father speaking through you. 21Brother will betray brother to death, and a father 
his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 22and you 
will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you 
will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #584  The Son of God, Our Christ 
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 
A brief silence. 
For the church here and around the world, we pray. Seek out disciples and send them out 
with authority to proclaim good news, bring healing where there is pain, and counter the 
forces of evil. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
For the earth and all its creatures, we pray. Equip farmers, farm workers, and all who labor 
on the land to produce a harvest. Nourish crops with ample rainfall and abundant sunshine. 
Restore lands ruined by pollution or misuse. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
For those who govern, we pray. Empower those who seek peaceful solutions to conflict 
and embolden those who advocate for all who are oppressed. Work through systems of 
government to establish justice throughout the world. In Malawi and Zambia, empower the 
work of churches; bring an end to corruption and exploitation. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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For those who suffer, we pray. Accompany those who feel helpless, alone, or abandoned. 
Embrace any who long for successful treatment for mental illness or freedom from 
addiction. Heal those who are sick. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
For fathers and father figures, we pray. Console all who long to be fathers, children 
estranged from their fathers, anyone grieving the death of a father, and fathers who have 
lost a child. Draw near to all for whom this day stirs up difficult emotions.                      
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
For all the saints, we give thanks. Receive into your eternal care all those who have died; 
with Onesimos Nesib and John the Baptist, fill us with hope that does not disappoint.     
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with 
one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
The assembly is seated.  This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings are 
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with                      
Food Bank of Northwest Indiana http://www.foodbanknwi.org  and Project Neighbors                     
https://projectneighbors.org or https://www.facebook.com/ProjectNeighbors.   
 If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at 
clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY        Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices             Burkhardt 
       
 
  
 
 

http://www.foodbanknwi.org
https://projectneighbors.org
https://www.facebook.com/ProjectNeighbors
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
and multiply your graciousness in us, 
that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us 
and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and 
strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and 
are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All baptized Christians are 
always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays, please indicate which you want. The Common Cup is 
available for anyone who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near 
the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this.  Also, if you unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that 
pastor can bring communion to you. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  ELW #661 I Love to Tell the Story 
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ELW #478  Father, We Thank You 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #576 We All Are One in Mission  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE    Trumpet Tune in D                  Johnson 
        
                          

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited  
to greet one another and share in fellowship. 

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Sam Venstrom Valerie Hernes 
      

Lector Phyllis Schroeder Phil McGuire 
  

Prayer Assistant Jorunn Scheiderich Phil Hahn 
 

Communion Assistants Phyllis Schroeder Amy Knauff 
 Barbara Clements Holly Knauff 
  

Ushers Don MacMillan Jonathan Bull  
 Willem Bendicsen Maya Bull 
          

Sound/Light Tony Reinhold Jeff Peiffer   
   

Video/Livestream ——————- Ben Crill 

  

Pastor     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 

Communion Baker   Angela Wehner   
 
 
 

June Altar Gifts 
  

Holy Communion Cheryl Watson ~ In celebration of Ken’s birthday (6/14) 
 
Altar Candles Lois & Michael Felten ~ In memory of Robert Bauer 
 
Eternal Lamp Candles Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In memory of Fred & Edna Eickemeyer   
           (Grandparents) 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of June 18, 2023 

 
June 21 
Onesimos Nesib, translator, evangelist, died 1931 
Onesimos (oh-NESS-ee-mus neh-SEEB) was born into the Oromo people of Ethiopia. 
He was captured by slave traders and taken from his homeland to Eritrea, where he was 
bought, freed, and educated by Swedish missionaries. He translated the Bible into Oromo 
and returned to his homeland to preach the gospel. His tombstone includes a verse from 
Jeremiah 22:29, “O land, land, land, hear the word of the Lord!” 

 
June 24 
John the Baptist 
John said, “[Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease.” And so his birth is celebrated 
half a year before Jesus’, just as the daylight in the northern hemisphere begins to wane. 
Jesus honored John as being the greatest prophet. 
 
The birth and life of John the Baptist is celebrated exactly six months before Christmas 
Eve. For Christians in the Northern Hemisphere, these two dates are deeply symbolic. 
John said that he must decrease as Jesus increased. According to tradition, John was born 
as the days are longest and then steadily decrease, while Jesus was born as the days are 
shortest and then steadily increase. In many countries this day is celebrated with customs 
associated with the summer solstice. 
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Stewardship Snippet 
 

“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.” –Romans 5:1, 2 
 
Count the spiritual gifts revealed in the Romans passage: Our justification, then peace, 

grace, and finally hope. Big gifts! Spend a moment in thanksgiving prayer for these 

gifts: “Thank you, God, for salvation. Thank you, God, for peace. Thank you, God, for 

grace. Thank you, God, for Hope.”  

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Malawi, Zambia. 

 
We are thankful for: 

• the biodiversity and natural wonders in these lands 

• church leaders who have spoken out and countered sexual violence and human 
rights abuses 

• those who are dealing with challenges of migrations within, and to, these countries 

• stable governance and economies, and rising living standards for many people in 
recent years. 

 
We pray for: 

• greater food security for those most vulnerable, especially in times of climate 
change 

• an end to political and economic corruption 

• rising standards of living, particularly for those most poor 

• an end to exploitation of resources and of the people, especially those who are 
young and/or female. 
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Assembly Required 

 
Many of us are dumbfounded by instructions, even if we have the patience to read them. 
We may in fact ignore them, ripping open a cardboard box holding a new gadget, toy, or 
piece of furniture and launching into assembly without bothering to find the enclosed 
paperwork. In this story from Matthew, the instructions for the twelve laborers are clear: 
cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, and cast out demons. Having watched 
Jesus’ ministry of proclamation and healing, they are sent out on their own ministry to 
do the same. 
 
Are they ready? Who knows. If we’re honest, we seldom feel completely ready for tasks 
before us, even if we’ve read or heard the instructions. Instructions only take us so far, 
after all. Then we’re on our own. Or better yet, on a team. That’s where our creativity 
and can-do spirit kick in. 
 
Sounds like the church, doesn’t it? In this sending of the disciples, the church is cast into 
the world with the mission of preaching, teaching, and healing. These verses from 
Matthew, filled with both compassion and urgency, are for the original audience and for 
us. Jesus sends us too. And more than “some” assembly is required. We need the entire 
assembly! We laborers are sent first from the font, then week after week from the table. 
 
The words in the service of Holy Baptism send us into the world to “proclaim Christ 
through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice 
and peace” (ELW, p. 228). Thank God for those who labor with us and cheer us on our 
way. We need both the instructions and the assembly. And most importantly, the Holy 
One who sends us out. 
 


