ChrlSt 2610 Campbell Street - Valparaiso,
Lutheran Indiana 46385 ¢ (219) 462-6660

clcvalpo.org « office@clcvalpo.org
CHURCH

Season of Pentecost
June 11, 2023



YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us.

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar

unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you.

COVID Procedure Update
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship. Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout
the service, you are of course welcome to do so. Masks are not required for singing but suggested.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 2




Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax collectors
and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us that mercy
is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made known in those on the margins
of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day
we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Manz
WELCOME
If you are a guest today, welcome! We’d love to meet you, or if there’s
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran [=]%4 -[=]

Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can %
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer
Request (backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of * Jesus Christ.
Amen.




GATHERING HYMN ELW #858

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre-a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a - dore him!
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sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at - tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore him!
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Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, PartII, Stralsund, 1665




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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I Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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in your prom-ise firm we stand.

God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.
God of grace,

you invite the despised,

you touch the unclean,

you lift the head

of those who are brought low:

give us that hope against all hope

for a world transformed

by your healing touch;

through Jesus Christ, the mercy of God.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and voice,
which may vary from the printed texts.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together.

READING: Genesis 12:1-9

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would gain a
blessing. As they set out on their journey they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation.
As they journey, they inaugurate sacrificial worship at every stopping point.

'The LorD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to
the land that I will show you. “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. "I will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

“So Abram went, as the LorD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot,
and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in
Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of
Canaan ° Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that
time the Canaanites were in the land. "Then the LoRD appeared to Abram, and said, “To your
offspnng I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.

“From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and A1 on the east; and there he built an altar to the LorD and 1nv0ked the
name of the LorD. "And Abram j ourneyed on by stages toward the Negeb.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



RESPONSIVE Psalm 33:1-12
'Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous;
praise is fitting for the upright.
“Praise the Lorp with the lyre;
make music for God with a ten-stringed harp.
“Sing for the LORD a new song;
play your instrument skillfully with joyful sounds.
‘For your word, O LoORbD, is right,
) and faithful are all your works.
“You love righteousness and justice;
your steadfast love fills the whole earth.
°By your word were the heavens made,
by the breath of your mouth all the hosts of heaven.
"You gather up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin
’ and store up the depths of the sea.
“Let all the earth fear the LORD;
let all who dwell in the world stand in awe.
’For God spoke, and it came to pass;
God commanded, and it stood fast.
""“The Lorb brings the will of the nations to nothing
and thwarts the designs of the peoples.
"Your will, O Lorp, stands fast forever,
and the designs of your heart from age to age.
""Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!

READING: Romans 4:13-25

Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a right relationship
with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls
into existence what otherwise does not exist.

"“The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. ''If it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. ’For the law brings
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

"“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, ''as it is written, “I have made
you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. '"Hoping against
hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what
was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” '"He did not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred
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years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. “’No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, *'being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. “’Therefore his
faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” “*Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,”
were written not for his sake alone, “‘but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe
in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, “’who was handed over to death for our
trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the incurable. Even the
dead receive new life.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

’As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he
said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

'“And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were
sitting with him and his disciples. ''When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” '“But when he heard this, he
said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. ''Go and
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learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the
righteous but sinners.”

"“While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came
in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your
hand on her, and she will live.” '’And Jesus got up and followed him, with his
disciples. “"Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for
twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, *'for she said to
herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” ““Jesus turned, and seeing her
he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman
was made well. “"'When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and
the crowd making a commotion, *'he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead but
sleeping.” And they laughed at him. “'But when the crowd had been put outside, he
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. “’And the report of this spread
throughout that district.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #722
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song.

O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate

3 O Christ,cre - ate new heartsin us that
4 O Love that made the dis - tant stars, yet
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923
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Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.

A brief silence.

We pray, O God, for the church. Unite us with any on the margins, that the whole world
recognizes that your mercy is greater than our human capacity to restrict it. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray, O God, for creation. Tend forests and fields and safeguard all cattle, birds, and
wild animals. Preserve lakes, rivers, and oceans and send rains to water the earth. Revive
lands recovering from natural disasters. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray, O God, for the nations. Awaken in our leaders compassion for people who have
too often felt forgotten or neglected, and inspire policy solutions that promote equity and
inclusion. In Botswana and Zimbabwe grant good government, justice, and relief from
drought. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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We pray, O God, for all who are in need. Accompany anyone enduring chronic illness, any
who suffer in secret, and those grieving a loved one’s death. Send healing for all who plead
for relief from sickness or pain. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray, O God, for the eradication of racial hatred. On this week when we commemorate
the Emanuel Nine, we implore you to cast out the demons of white supremacy that make us
believe lies about ourselves and our neighbors. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks, O God, for Barnabas, Basil, Gregory, Macrina, Gregory, and all the saints.
Renew our faith that you can do what you have promised and raise us, with all our beloved
dead, to new life. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with
one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
The assembly is seated. This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world
through the participation and support of its members and guests. Because offerings are
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with
Food Bank of Northwest Indiana http://www.foodbanknwi.org and Project Neighbors
https://projectneighbors.org or https://www.facebook.com/ProjectNeighbors.

If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at
clevalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app).

OFFERTORY Concertina on ‘Praise & Thanks & Adoration’ Ruiter-Feenstra
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OFFERING PRAYER
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus
at the words "Blessed is he.")

Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.

Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated.

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus'

invitation. The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us
and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and
strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and
are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All baptized Christians are
always welcome at the Lord's table.

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

require this. Also, if you unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that
pastor can bring communion to you.

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #607 Come, Ye Disconsolate
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Text: Thomas Moore, 1779-1852, sts. 1-2; Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872, st. 3
Music: CONSOLATOR, Samuel Webbe Sr., 1740-1816



ELW #764 Have No Fear, Little Flock
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; have no fear, Iit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; have good cheer, Iit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove;  praise the Lord high a
4 Thank -ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will  keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king - dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - e  flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord  high a - bove!
all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 24
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930
Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House.



After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God,

for the refreshment we have received

at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God'’s mission in the world.

BLESSING
The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed

+ bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #836

04

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy -

ful, joy - ful

we

a - dore thee, God of glo - ry,

Lord of love!

thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing,

ev - er bless-ing,

ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.

stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of wun - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 18521922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Alle Menschen Miissen Sterben J.S. Bach
(BWV 643)

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited
to greet one another and share in fellowship.

Acolyte
Lector
Prayer Assistant

Communion Assistants
Ushers

Sound/Light
Video/Livestream

Presider
Guest Preacher

Worship Leaders

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Sara McDaniel Olivia Magiera
Paige Reichardt Phil Hahn
Heather Olson Diana Iltzsche
Darla Hernandez Phil Hahn

Linda Mapes Jacquie Chevalier

Irene Adams
Tim Sutherland

Lance Nolting Jeff Peiffer
Tony Reinhold

Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.
Deaconess Kat Peters

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch

Communion Baker

Holy Communion
Altar Candles

Eternal Lamp Candles

Lois Felten

June Altar Gifts
Cheryl Watson ~ In celebration of Ken’s birthday (6/14)

Lois & Michael Felten ~ In memory of Robert Bauer

Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In memory of Fred & Edna Eickemeyer
(Grandparents)
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COMMEMORATIONS
Week of June 11, 2023

June 11

Barnabas, Apostle

Barnabas was not numbered among the twelve apostles, but the book of Acts gives him
that title. After Paul was converted to Christianity, Barnabas welcomed him to
Jerusalem, and later the two traveled together on missionary journeys.

June 14

Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, died 379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, died
around 385; Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, died around 389;
Macrina, teacher, died around 379

The Cappadocian fathers, as the three men in this group are known, explored the mystery
of the Holy Trinity. Basil’s monastic rule forms the basis for Eastern monastic life.
Gregory of Nazianzus defended orthodox Christianity in Constantinople. Gregory of
Nyssa, Basil’s younger brother, wrote on the spiritual life. Macrina, older sister of Basil
and Gregory of Nyssa, was the leader of a community dedicated to asceticism,
meditation, and prayer.

June 17

Emanuel Nine, martyrs, d. 2015

On June 17, 2015, nine people gathered for Bible study and prayer at the Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina were murdered by a
self-professed white supremacist. A resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of
repentance for the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine was adopted by the Churchwide
Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America on August 8, 2019.
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Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Botswana and Zimbabwe.

We are thankful for:

the prophetic witness of churches to protest injustices and advocate good
governance

efforts that have been made to stem the spread of HIV and AIDS and to treat those
affected

economic progress that improves the lives of all

the iconic animals and minerals in these lands and measures to protect them from
being exploited.

We pray for:

fair election of democratic governments to counter instability, violence and human
rights abuses

stable economies that enable all people to prosper and live in justice and peace
effective measures to improve the health and life expectancy of all
the biodiversity and animals present in these lands, and measures to preserve them

the herders and farmers who continue to raise cattle and food, despite droughts and
desertification.

Stewardship Snippet

Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, "Take heart, daughter, your faith has made you
well." and instantly the woman was made well. -Matthew 9:22

The heartwarming story of the woman with a hemorrhage reveals much about health.
Touching Jesus’ cloak healed her blood flow, but Jesus said her faith made her well.
Our faith in Jesus’ love gives us power to find true wellness, beyond simple healing.




Desperate Measures

You’ve likely heard the saying “Desperate times call for desperate measures.” Today’s
gospel features a story within a story, both of women, both restored to life and
community. And the actions—of the girl’s father and the woman with the flow of
blood—are equal parts desperation and faith.

A father approaches Jesus in his desperation and asks for the inconceivable—that Jesus
would lay his hand on his dead daughter and bring her back to life. Our daily news from
throughout the world is filled with images of parents taking drastic measures to save
their children. Asking this rebellious rabbi to bring the daughter back to life is certainly
taking a chance!

Before Jesus even reaches the daughter, he is interrupted by a woman whose desperation
has been building for twelve years. Due to a medical condition, she has lived as an
outcast. She spends her days plotting her movements so as not to “contaminate” others
and is accustomed to being on the outside looking in. Imagine how lonely she is. Her
desperation leaves her determined to move through the crowd just to touch the fringe of
Jesus’ garment. He responds to this act of faith by looking her in the eye and telling her
exactly what an incredible act of faith this was.

In these desperate, faithful stories, the appeal for mercy is met with mercy. What would
make us appeal for mercy? A medical diagnosis that leaves us determined to exhaust all
treatment possibilities? Praying for the impossible at a loved one’s deathbed? Hurtful
circumstances that leave us feeling isolated? Jesus calls Matthew from his tax table, then
gathers with him and others around a dinner table with words of mercy. Week after
week, Jesus gathers us at his table, because he is desperate to share that same mercy
with us.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26201.
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Portions from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare.
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