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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays, please indicate which you want. The 
Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require this. Also, if you 
unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   
 
 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin 
and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little 
ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of 
this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE (8:00 am):                       Prelude & Fugue in C                                   J.S. Bach 
 
WELCOME 
If you are a guest with us, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can 
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside 
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of our neighbors. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW  #522  As We Gather at Your Table 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Welcoming God, 
giving space for creation 
to return your love: 
make us apostles 
of the open table, 
a place of hospitality 
to challenge the world 
with the gift of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ, who offered himself for us. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and 
voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together. 
 

READING: Genesis 22:1-14 
Abraham was prepared to obey God’s command amid extreme contradiction: the child to be sacrificed is the 
very child through whom Abraham is to receive descendants. God acknowledged Abraham’s obedient faith, and 
Abraham offered a ram in the place of his son Isaac. 

 
1God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Take 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” 3So Abraham rose 
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the 
distance that God had shown him. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far 
away. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will 
go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 6Abraham took the wood 
of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. 
So the two of them walked on together. 7Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he 
said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for 
a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my 
son.” So the two of them walked on together. 
 9When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and 
laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11But the angel of the 
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Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”12

[The angel] said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that 
you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”13And Abraham 
looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called that place “The Lord 
will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM 13 
1How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
How long will you hide your face from me? 
2How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day? 
How long shall my enemy triumph over me? 
3Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; 
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 
4lest my enemy say, “I have defeated you,” 
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.  
5But I trust in your unfailing love; 
my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 
6I will sing to the Lord, 
who has dealt with me richly.  
 
READING: Romans 6:12-23 
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death. We, 
however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of 
eternal life. 

 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No 
longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God 
as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 
instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under 
law but under grace. 
 15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of 
the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become 
obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, 
having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human 
terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as 
slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to 
righteousness for sanctification. 
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 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what 
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those 
things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the 
advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they will face. 
He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes 
me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet 
will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these 
will lose their reward.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #676   Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak 
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for the church. For wisdom to heed the voices of prophets in our midst who cast 
a vision of God’s promised future. For courage to welcome people whom society rejects. 
For resolve to serve all in need. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for creation. For Lake Michigan, the Little Calumet, Salt Creek, and all rivers, 
lakes, oceans, and streams. For lands experiencing scorching heat, drought, or wildfires. 
For conservation organizations and environmental activists. For scientists working on 
clean energy solutions. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for this nation and all nations. For President Biden, Senators Braun and Young, 
and Representative Mrvan. For judges, juries, district attorneys, and public defenders. For 
military personnel. For those who are incarcerated. Guide us in ways of freedom that 
promote the common good. For our neighbors nearby, and for peace and wellbeing in the 
nations of Sudan, South Sudan, and Uganda. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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We pray for those in need. For exiles, immigrants, refugees, and those seeking asylum. For 
victims of harassment, torture, or abuse. For those who are ill. For any near death and for 
all who grieve. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for children. For their safety at home and in childcare settings. For their 
flourishing at summer programs and camps. For the many people who care for them 
including parents and grandparents; childcare workers and teachers; coaches, counselors, 
and mentors; pediatricians and psychologists. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give thanks for Thomas, Jan Hus, and all the saints and prophets who have received the 
free gift of God, which is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. May their lives of humble 
service inspire us in faith. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with 
one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
The assembly is seated.  This congregation serves our neighbors, 
community, and the world through the participation and support of its 
members and guests.  Because offerings are never just about us, this month 
we are sharing a portion of your gifts with ELCA’s Global Missions’ 
Selian Lutheran Hospital in Tanzania Africa and AMOS, “A Mission 
of Service” in Guatemala/Honduras. 
 If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at 
clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY (8:00 am):           Oh, Had I Jubal’s Lyre                                        Handel 
      
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app


 13 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
and multiply your graciousness in us, 
that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. 
Wine is lighter-colored, and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the 
trays, please indicate which you want. The Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes. 
Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this.  Also, if you unable to come up 
to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  ELW #802  Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
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ELW #719  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ACS #988 The Spirit Send Us Forth to Serve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE            Allegro di molto e con fuoco                     Saint-Saëns 

       
                          

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited  
to greet one another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Shawn Longacre Joey Rodeck 
      

Lector John Buggeln Phil McGuire 
  

Prayer Assistant Paige Reichardt Cindy McGuire 
 

Communion Assistants Phyllis Schroeder Cindy McGuire 
 Darla Hernandez 
  

Ushers     Don MacMillan 
     Ramona Krueger 
          

Sound/Light Lance Nolting Jeff Peiffer   
   

Video/Livestream ————- John Buggeln 
  
  

Preaching    Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Presiding    Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.  
     

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
Worship Participant   LSM Musicians 
 

Communion Baker   Hernes Family 
 
 
 

July Altar Gifts 
   

Holy Communion In celebration of Sara & Jeremy Long’s anniversary 
 

   Celebration of Kelly & Cam Kozloski’s 10th wedding anniversary
  
Altar Candles  Marilyn McGawn ~ In memory of Malcolm’s birthday (7/17) 
 

   Grace & Jeff Safrin ~ celebrating our daughter, Kara Rozin’s  
   birthday  
 
Eternal Lamp Candles In Memory of Jake Kozul, son-in-law of Grace & Jeff Safrin 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of July 2, 2023 

 
July 3 
Thomas, Apostle 
Thomas is perhaps best remembered as “Doubting Thomas.” But alongside this doubt, 
the Gospel of John shows Thomas as fiercely loyal: “Let us also go, that we may die with 
him” (John 11:16). And John’s gospel shows Thomas moving from doubt to deep faith. 
Thomas makes one of the strongest confessions of faith in the New Testament, “My Lord 
and my God!” (John 20:28). From this confession of faith, ancient stories tell of 
Thomas’s missionary work to India, where Christian communities were flourishing a 
thousand years before the arrival of sixteenth-century missionaries. 
The feast of St. Thomas is observed on various dates, and a long tradition in the West 
placed it on December 21. In 1969, however, the Roman Catholic calendar moved it to 
July 3 in agreement with the Syrian Church. Evangelical Lutheran Worship follows this 
ecumenical trend. 
  

July 6 
Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415 
Jan Hus was a Bohemian priest who spoke against abuses in the church of his day in 
many of the same ways Luther would a century later. He spoke against the withholding 
of the cup at the eucharist and because of this stance was excommunicated, not for 
heresy but for insubordination toward his archbishop. He preached against the selling of 
indulgences and was particularly mortified by the indulgence trade of two rival claimants 
to the papacy who were raising money for war against each other. He was found guilty of 
heresy by the Council of Constance and burned at the stake. The followers of Jan Hus 
became known as the Czech Brethren and eventually continued as the Moravian Church. 
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Stewardship Snippet 
 

Matthew 10:40 – “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me.” 
 
How do you welcome people in the name of Jesus? It clearly involves treating them 

with respect, courtesy, and dignity as you get to know them. These are the very marks of 

civility and hospitality that helps people understand the love of God.  

 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda. 
 

We are thankful for: 

• how the churches in Sudan and in South Sudan, as well as Ecumenical Network  
      Sudan, have consistently pursued peace processes, healing and reconciliation in t 
      these war-ravaged countries 

• those who work to bring justice for the victims of genocide and war crimes,    
      including the International Criminal Court 

• the many who carry out humanitarian work in these countries and who settle those    
      who are displaced 

• the economic progress and peacebuilding that has occurred in Uganda, and for  
      effective measures to curb the spread of HIV and AIDS. 

 
We pray for: 

• a cessation of ethnic animosities and violence, and increased understanding between   
      ethnic and religious groups 

• an end to the rape and practices of genital mutilation of girls and women 

• governments  to respect the will and best interests of their people and the human  
      rights of all natural resources to be preserved and the land saved from further   
      desertification. 
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A Welcome Promise 

 
Earlier in the chapter from which today’s gospel comes, Jesus gave his first twelve 
disciples instructions and advice before he sent them out to minister, teach, and preach 
(Matthew 10:1-8). We too are called to proclaim good news wherever we go, and like 
those first twelve, we may wonder why anyone should be interested in what we have to 
offer. We’re not sure that we are good enough with words to persuade anyone. We’re 
not sure that we are good enough with tools to be helpful with practical tasks. We’re not 
sure that we have the financial resources to change lives with charitable giving. Often, 
we’re not sure that we are brave enough to even try. 
 
It’s a good thing Jesus never sends us out alone. He always comes with us! That’s why 
he can say that anyone who welcomes us welcomes him. What a wonderful gift to be 
able to bring to the people we meet: the opportunity to meet Jesus himself! 
 
Sometimes Jesus sends us to faraway places. Sometimes he sends us deeper into our 
own communities. Sometimes he sends us to welcome others, and sometimes he sends 
us to be welcomed by others. 
 
In all of those times, and in all of those places, Jesus has this reminder for us: “Whoever 
welcomes you welcomes me” (Matt. 10:40). We can depend on that because we can 
depend on him. Jesus is with us when we experience amazing hospitality and when we 
feel like we are all alone. Jesus is with us whether we are brave or timid. Jesus is there 
for the people we meet along the way, and Jesus is here for us. The promise is as certain 
as the waters of baptism, as real as the taste of bread and wine. 
 

 
 

 
 


