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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays, please indicate which you want. The 
Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require this. Also, if you 
unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   
 
 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who 
scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be 
little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, 
that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE            Now We Ask the Holy Spirit                                 Buxtehude 
                                                          (BuxWV 208) 
  
WELCOME 
If you are a guest with us, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can 
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside 
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of our neighbors. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW  #524  What Is This Place 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Divine sower, 
scattering seed, 
never hoarding,  
wasting life—or so the world thinks: 
give us the depth to receive 
the gift so freely given 
and the maturity to revel 
in love’s abundant, reckless growth; 
through Jesus Christ, the grain of life. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and 
voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together. 
 
READING: Genesis 25:19-34 
Although Jacob was younger than his twin, Esau, he eventually takes the birthright away from his brother. 
Jacob is portrayed in the Bible as deceptive, gripping his brother when he came out of the womb and driving a 
hard bargain by buying the birthright for a bowl of lentils. 

 
19These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 20and 
Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of 
Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. 21Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because 
she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22The 
children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” 
So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23And the Lord said to her,  
 “Two nations are in your womb, 
  and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
 the one shall be stronger than the other, 
  the elder shall serve the younger.” 
24When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25The first came 
out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 26Afterward his brother 
came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years 
old when she bore them. 
 27When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a 
quiet man, living in tents. 28Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah 
loved Jacob. 
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 29Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 
famished. 30Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am 
famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 31Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.”  
 32Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33Jacob said, “Swear to 
me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau 
bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised 
his birthright. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM 119:105-112 
105Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light upon my path. 
106I have sworn and am determined 
to keep your righteous judgments. 
107I am deeply troubled; 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word. 
108Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, 
and teach me your judgments.  
109My life is always in danger, 
yet I do not forget your teaching. 
110The wicked have set a trap for me, 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
111Your decrees are my inheritance forever; 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
112I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes 
forever and to the end.  
 
READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was 
unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions 
and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God 
has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
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peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good news 
that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news 
produces different results in those who hear. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
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quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; 
and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this 
is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person 
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #679  For the Fruit of All Creation 
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS 
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on good soil. 
Direct your people to proclaim your love in this congregation and throughout the world. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees and fields to 
grow, protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all people the need to be good 
stewards. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for justice in the 
courts, advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to work on behalf of the 
common good. Grant peace and stability in Djibouti and Somalia; protect refugees who 
have left to seek hope and safety. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Heal those who are sick, O God. Guide health care workers to care for those who suffer, 
scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and counselors to care for victims of sexual abuse 
and exploitation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who travel near and 
far, accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our faith. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Inspire us by the faithful departed, especially Bartolomé de Las Casas and Mary Magdalene, 
examples of your embodied love, whose confidence in the resurrection guides us in living 
lives worthy of the gospel. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who 
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with one 
another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
The assembly is seated.  This congregation serves our neighbors, community, 
and the world through the participation and support of its members and 
guests.  Because offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing 
a portion of your gifts with ELCA Global Missions’ Selian Lutheran 
Hospital in Tanzania, Africa and AMOS, “A Mission of Service” in 
Guatemala/Honduras.   
            If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/
give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY              All’ Offertorio                                                    Zipoli  
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
and multiply your graciousness in us, 
that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us 
and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and 
strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and 
are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All baptized Christians are 
always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays, please indicate which you want. The Common Cup is 
available for anyone who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near 
the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this.  Also, if you unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that 
pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  ACS #975 O God, Whose Word Well-Planted 
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ELW #554  Lord, Your Hands Have Formed 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #550 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 
Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE   On What Has Now Been Sown    Niedmann
                           

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited  
to greet one another and share in fellowship. 

 

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Olivia Hernandez Audrey Crill 
      

Lector Bill Lieske Sara Long 
 Lucas Lieske 
  

Prayer Assistant Lanie Steinwart Sara Long 
 

Communion Assistants Kathy Sutherland Amy Knauff 
 Linda Mapes Jacquie Chevalier 
  

Ushers     Tim Sutherland 
     Ramona Krueger 
          

Sound/Light Zach Wehner Jeff Peiffer   
   

Video/Livestream —————— Tony Reinhold  

  

Presider    Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
Preacher    Karen Hernes 
     

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 

Communion Baker   Candance Jacques    
 

July Altar Gifts 
 

Holy Communion In celebration of Sara & Jeremy Long’s anniversary 
 

   Celebration of Kelly & Cam Kozloski’s 10th wedding anniversary
  
Altar Candles  Marilyn McGawn ~ In memory of Malcolm’s birthday (7/17) 
 

   Grace & Jeff Safrin ~ celebrating our daughter, Kara Rozin’s  
   birthday  
 

Eternal Lamp Candles In Memory of Jake Kozul, son-in-law of Grace & Jeff Safrin 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of July 16, 2023 

 
July 17 
Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566 
A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the 
military. Upon arriving in the West, Las Casas was granted a large estate with 
Indigenous enslaved people whom he freed after he was ordained a priest. He worked in 
the Caribbean and Central America to improve the lives of the native peoples. 
 
July 22 
Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
Sometimes called “the apostle to the apostles” because she told them of her encounter 
with the risen Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his 
ministry. She was present at Jesus’ crucifixion and his burial. 

Our Preacher today-Welcome Karen! 
 

Karen Hernes is a Lutheran Deaconess and currently a faculty member at 
Valparaiso University. She teaches undergraduate nursing classes in adult health, 
communications and skills labs, and an online health justice course. Karen, her 
husband Matt, and children Chrystal and Valerie live in Valparaiso and are 
members here at Christ Lutheran. When not busy parenting and teaching, Karen 
enjoys cooking, leisure reading, swimming, and spending time outside. 
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Stewardship Snippet 
 

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you. –Romans 8:11 
 
Stewarding our freedoms and responsibilities in a spirit of civility is hard, holy work 
that seems bigger than our meager resources and knowledge. But God’s very Spirit 
dwells in us, equips us, goads us, and moves our hearts and feet toward peace, justice, 
and prosperity for all. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Djibouti and Somalia. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the beauty of Creation and  resources from lands and sea 

• the stable governance and economic development that Djibouti has experienced in   
      recent years 

• the many ways churches and humanitarian organizations have prayed for and  
      responded to the needs in Somalia. 

 
We pray for: 

• protection of natural resources and coastal land 

• an end to hunger, violence, crime and conflict in Somalia 

• effective reconciliation and peace-building 

• stable governments that further the common good for all the people 



 24 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26201.  

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Portions printed under 

OneLicense.net License #A-711129.  Stewardship Toolkit, Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard.  
Portions from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare. 

 
 

No Seeds Wasted 
 
Throughout history, people have looked at the growth of plants from seed to seed and 
seen that as an illustration of God’s work in the world. Everything else comes in limited 
supply, but it’s fairly easy to observe that from just one seed, you can get dozens of 
seeds—or even more. Who but God could make so much out of so little? Even if we 
understand the mechanisms of growing plants and know that those extra seeds aren’t 
really coming from nowhere, we still don’t have total control of the process. 
 
Jesus compares the different ways seeds might develop to the various ways people 
might respond to hearing the good news. Just as many different factors can affect seeds, 
many factors affect people. 
It’s easy to assume that the ideal scenario is the one that produces the biggest harvest. 
But God also cares for the birds that eat the seeds. God can use the short-lived plants in 
rocky soil to enrich the earth, slowly making it more suitable for growth. Is it possible 
that none of the seeds was really wasted? 
 
What if the same thing is true whenever people hear the good news? What if an obvious 
harvest of large numbers isn’t always the best sign that God is working? What if we 
assumed that, no matter what results we see, God is always working in the world? How 
would that change the way we gather, the way we share good news, the way we care 
about one another? 
 
What if the seeds of God’s word cannot be wasted? God’s word cannot be limited, or 
used up, or shut out, or shut in. Even if we somehow manage to throw away all of God’s 
word in the world, God is always sending more. God is always sending Jesus! 
 

 


