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A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING  
FOR THE LIFE OF 

 
Joyce Spoljaric 
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GATHERING 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The assembly stands. 

Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, to 
proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our sister, Joyce, to give 
thanks for her life, to commend her to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one         
another in our grief. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were        
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his. 
 
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who 
by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you. 
 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose 
from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 
We praise you. 
 
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure              
confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We worship you. 
 
To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  ELW #660  Lift High the Cross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister, Joyce. We thank 
you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death 
has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in 
confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the 
company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our  Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

FAMILY REMEMBRANCES 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
 

READING:  Isaiah 43: 1-3a, 5-7 

1But now thus says the LORD, 
 he who created you, O Jacob, 
 he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
 and the flame shall not consume you. 
 3For I am the LORD your God, 
 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
 Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
  5Do not fear, for I am with you; 
 I will bring your offspring from the east, 
 and from the west I will gather you; 
 6I will say to the north, "Give them up," 
 and to the south, "Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 
 and my daughters from the end of the earth — 
 7everyone who is called by my name, 
 whom I created for my glory, 
 whom I formed and made." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 23 (read in unison) 
 1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters; 
 3he restores my soul. 
 He leads me in right paths 
 for his name's sake. 
 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
 I fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff — 
 they comfort me. 
 5You prepare a table before me 
 in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
 my whole life long.  
 
READING:   Jeremiah 31: 8-13 
 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
 and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
 those with child and those in labor, together; 
 a great company, they shall return here. 
 9With weeping they shall come, 
 and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
 in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
 and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
 and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
 and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 
 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
 and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
 and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
 and over the young of the flock and the herd; 



  their life shall become like a watered garden, 
 and they shall never languish again. 
 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
 and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy, 
 I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
READING:  Romans 8: 31-35, 37-39 
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 
who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or naked-
ness, or peril, or sword? 
 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  John 10: 11-16  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

  
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
11I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and runs away — and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I 
am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other 
sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #677  This Little Light of Mine 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one  
communion of saints in the body of Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven and on 
earth your light and your peace. God of mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin 
and rise to share the new life in Christ.  God of mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your loving 
care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead. 
God of mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, where this 
world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your 
light and life. God of mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the            
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
God of mercy,  
hear our prayer.          



God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ       
destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and  that neither 
death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from 
your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a handshake as a sign of Christ’s peace and may say Peace be 
with you or similar words. When all have returned to their places, the assembly is seated as the altar is 
prepared. The assembly stands when invited by the presiding minister. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
The Spirit makes us one, we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 



The assembly is seated. 

DISTRIBUTION  
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a 
taste of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in 
the world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

Distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar rail.  
When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is received either by Common 
Cup or from individual glasses in trays. For those requiring it for health reasons, Grape Juice is dark 
and in the  center of each tray. Used glasses are to be placed in the basket located near the ramp. Glu-
ten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require this option. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN ELW#595 Jesus Loves Me 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love 
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Joyce to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Joyce. Acknowledge, we 
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of 
your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Let us go in peace, 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN  ELW #787  On Eagle’s Wings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All are invited to a dinner in the Activity Center. 
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Do not fear, for I am with you;

              Isaiah 43 





 
 

Joyce Spoljaric 
 
Joyce, age 64, passed away on September 26, 2023. She was born on February 22, 
1959 in Chicago, IL to the late Cleo and Clara Louise (nee Casto) Worline. 
 
She worked as a clinical manager for Prima Bella Women’s Health, was a     
member of Christ Lutheran Church, Porter County Homemakers Club, School 
Board Member of Tri-Twp and a Sunday School teacher. 
 
She is survived by her husband, Scot S. Spoljaric, Sr.; children, Scot (Ashley) 
Spoljaric II, Jared (Jessica) Spoljaric, Jessica (Zack) Walters; grandchildren,    
Owen, Ava, Audrey, Grayson, Lennyn, Raelynn; brother, Bud (Joni) Worline.  
Joyce was preceded in death by parents and brother, Wyatt Worline. 
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