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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us.

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East
hallway, past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar

unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you.

COVID Procedure Update
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship. Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout
the service, you are of course welcome to do so. Masks are not required for singing but suggested.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 2




In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost.
Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we
remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Praise and Thanksgiving arr. Michel/Wood
WELCOME

If you are a guest with us, welcome! We’d love to meet you, or if there’s Eﬁ"’
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran C
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of * Jesus Christ.
Amen.




GATHERING HYMN ELW #689

Praise & Thanksgiving
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
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liv - ing, you have made good:
neigh-bor we may be fed.
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har - vest of sown fields, fruits of the

Sow -ing or till - ing, we would work

one with an - oth - er, so that, re -
Where you are reign - ing, no one will

Text: Albert E. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we mnow ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all

cre - a - tion, Fa - ther

of

sur - pass - ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
Ho - Iy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.
God of compassion,

whose heart goes out

to the hungry and destitute:

who takes our lack

and transforms it into much:

give us the bread that satisfies,

the food without price,

that our lives may be freed

to share your overflowing love;
through Jesus Christ, the breaker of bread.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and
voice, which may vary from the printed texts.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together.

READING: Genesis 32:22-31

Jacob wrestled all night with God, and when God wanted to get away as dawn was breaking, Jacob would not
let God go until God had blessed him. Jacob’s name is changed to Israel to mark his new relationship with God
as he enters the land. Jacob is astonished that he remains alive after seeing God face-to-face.

“’[At night Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and
crossed the ford of the Jabbok.”’He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise
everything that he had. **Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.
“When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket;
and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. ““Then he said, “Let me go, for
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” *’So he said
to him, “What is your name?”” And he said, “Jacob.” ““Then the man said, “You shall no
longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have
prevailed.” “’Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that
you ask my name?”” And there he blessed him. ’So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying,
“For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” *' The sun rose upon him as
he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



RESPONSIVE PSALM 17:1-7, 15

'Hear a just cause, O LorD; give heed to my cry;

listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.

’Let my vindication come forth from your presence;

let your eyes be fixed on justice.

“Examine my heart, visit me by night,

melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.

‘T have not regarded what others do;

at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent.
"My footsteps hold fast to your well-worn path;

and my feet do not slip.

°I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me;

incline your ear to me and hear my words.

'Show me your marvelous lovingkindness,

O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from those who rise against them.

"But at my vindication I shall see your face;
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.

READING: Romans 9:1-5

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan.
He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God'’s
covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.

'Tam speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy
Spirit—'T have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. ‘For I could wish that I
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred
according to the flesh. ‘They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; "to them belong the
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God
blessed forever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not
allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

""Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there
in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on
foot from the towns. ' "When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion
for them and cured their sick. '"When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said,
“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may
go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” "“Jesus said to them, “They need not go
away; you give them something to eat.” ''They replied, “We have nothing here but five
loaves and two fish.” '"And he said, “Bring them here to me.” '"Then he ordered the crowds
to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven,
and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave
them to the crowds. “’And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the
broken pieces, twelve baskets full. >’ And those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #712
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song.

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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1 Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

You gather your church together by the Holy Spirit. Inspire all the baptized to proclaim
your abundant love throughout the world. Guide us in the mission of the gospel through
word and deed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You cherish your creation, from the smallest microbe to the largest mountain. Protect
fragile ecosystems, send favorable weather, supply food and water to nourish creatures,
and raise us up to care for all you have created. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You desire peace and justice in the world. Instill within all political leaders your desire,
support the work of international peace organizations, and provide relief for those in war-
torn areas. Grant resolution to conflict, protection for refugees, and stable governance in
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Equatorial Guinea. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

11



You comfort those who are hurting. Accompany those who are alone, heal those who are
sick, provide for all who hunger or thirst, console the bereaved, bring joy to the sorrowful,
and attend to all who call on you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You place us within communities for mutual support and love. Reveal yourself to us in
worship, fellowship, and ministry with our neighbors. Provide for feeding ministries and
food banks in our area, that we share your abundance with all who hunger. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You have placed before us examples of faithful living who have witnessed to your promises
throughout time and space — we especially remember Dominic, Lawrence, and Clare. Rouse
us by their lives of service and dedication to be your hands and feet in this world.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with
one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
The assembly is seated. This congregation serves our neighbors,
community, and the world through the participation and support of its
members and guests. Because offerings are never just about us, this month
we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service (LIRS) https://www.lirs.org and Lutheran Braille
Workers (LBW) https://www.lbwinc.org

If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at
clevalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app).

OFFERTORY Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service Linker

12


https://www.lirs.org/
https://www.lbwinc.org/
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app

OFFERING PRAYER
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus
at the words "Blessed is he.")
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TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.

Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated.

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus'
invitation. The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection. Drawn
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's
coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the
world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

14



In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed.

to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you.

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #484

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
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that you should count us wor-thy, Lord, to share this heav’'n-ly food.
Do not one cup, one loaf, de-clare our one - ness in the Lord?
whom all the world can - not con-tain comes in  our hearts to dwell.
to  serve each oth - er in your name in truth and char - i - ty.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997
Music: BICENTENNIAL, Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-1996
Text and music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
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ACS #977

Look at Who Gathers’ at Christ’s Table
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POST COMMUNION MUSIC You Satisfy the Hungry Heart Gehring

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God,

for the refreshment we have received

at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS

Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in

God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed

++ bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.

18



SENDING HYMN ELW #469 By Your Hand You Feed Your People
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I By your hand you feed your peo - ple, food of an - gels, heav-en’s bread.

2 In this meal we taste your sweet-ness, bread for hun - ger, wine of peace.
3 Send us now with faith and cour-age to the hun - gry, lost, be - reaved.
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For these gifts we did not la - bor, by your grace have we been fed:
Ho-ly word and ho-ly wis-dom sat-is - fy our deep-est needs.
In our liv - ing and our dy-ing, we be-come whatwe re - ceive:

— e -
A T I T T T |
halll Y1 I D I [ 1 1
V" I I | 7 I 1
L I | [ | [ LI [ 1
[ 4
Refrain
0 — — 1 .
) A I T 4 | T I 4 | [ I T
1T 1y I I I I I
I I I —
A A I A i

Christ’s own bod-y, blessed and bro - ken, cup o’er - flow-ing, life out - poured,

e T —— . —— : P
rhe—p " : : : g2
—— — I
0 —— | '\ e————— J— | '\ '
7 | | | T | 17 |

%Iﬁ _ij 4IVI I 4" s -
r- corf rrr

giv-en as a liv-ing to-ken of your world re-deemed, re - stored.
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Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952
Music: CAMROSE, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Fuga in C Major Pachelbel

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited
to greet one another and share in fellowship.
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Worship Leaders

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
Acolyte Shawn Longacre Joey Rodeck
Lector Roland Albrecht Becky Fry
Prayer Assistant Betty Luckett Becky Fry
Communion Assistants Erin Schmidgall Jacquie Chevalier

Chris Schmidgall
Ushers Reagan Jackson

Don MacMillan
Sound/Light Lance Nolting Jeft Peiffer
Video/Livestream _ Ben Crill
Preaching Deaconess Kat Peters

Lutheran Deaconess Katherine (Kat) Peters holds degrees in Spanish and International Service
from Valparaiso University, a Master’s in Education from Framingham State University, and a
Master’s in Territorial Rural Development from the Latin American Faculty on Social Sciences in
San José, Costa Rica. She lived in Costa Rica for nearly a decade, where she served as volunteer
Deaconess in the Central American Lutheran Church, and as the Assistant Director of the Institute
for Central American Development Studies, a language institute and study abroad program. Kat
currently teaches Spanish at Indiana University Northwest, supports local farmers markets, and
lives in Valparaiso, with her husband and two bilingual sons. She also lead the CLC Vision Trip
to Costa Rica this past June.

Presiding Rev. Jane Aicher

Pastor Jane has a B.A. in philosophy, a M. Div. (Master of Divinity) in theology and a D. Min.
(Dr. of Ministry) in Pastoral Care and Counselling She completed a Clinical Pastoral Education
Residency and received Endorsement from the ELCA for Specialized Pastoral Care and Clinical
Education. Pr. Jane was called to serve 4 congregations and she was the Interim pastor for 4 others
congregations. She became a Chaplain at Westville Correctional Facility and served there for over
10 years. From about 1987 she supervised Deaconesses and Deacons who did their field work at
Westville prison, Pr. Jane became a Hospice Chaplain for the VNA in 2005.She taught Theology
100, Theology of Aging, and “mini” CPE units at VU. In 2016 Pr. Jane became an LDA Deaconess.
Presently, she runs a Grief Group and does Spiritual Direction for both individuals and groups.

Pr. Jane has 3 adult children and 3 adult granddaughters and have been a member of Christ Lutheran
Church since 1988.

Guest Organist Dr. John Bernthal

Communion Baker Jonathan Bull
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COMMEMORATIONS
Week of August 6, 2023

August 8

Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221

Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block for
the church, so he formed a movement, the Order of Preachers (commonly called
Dominicans) devoted to itinerant preaching and living in poverty.

August 10

Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258

As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the
church’s financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather
the church’s treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the like. The
enraged emperor had him put to death.

August 11

Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253

A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions
established a women’s Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor
Clares. She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals.

August Altar Gifts
Holy Communion  Brian & Michele Sutherland ~ Celebrating their anniversary
Altar Candles Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In memory of our grandparents:
Carson & Vera Abbott

Perry & Ruth Cozza ~ Celebrating the birth of their
granddaughter, Charlotte Margaret (born July 17, 2023)

Eternal Lamp Candles  Given to the Glory of God
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Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Equatorial Guinea.

We are thankful for:

o the natural resources and diverse gifts that come from these countries, such as the
distinctive music and dance of Cameroon

e those who minister to victims of sexual violence, trafficking and other human rights
abuses

o Christians and people of other faiths who courageously have pursued reconciliation
and peace among those in conflict

e individuals and organizations who have provided for health clinics and schools in
Cameroon and the Central African Republic.

We pray for:

e just resolutions to the conflicts and violence among diverse groups and their leaders
o refugees who flee to other countries, and for those who host them

e economic developments that make it possible for all to rise out of poverty

o stable democratic governments that effectively serve the common good.

Stewardship Snippet

“Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that
which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight
yourselves in rich food. “ —Isaiah 55:2

Isaiah gets to the heart of every stewardship issue — the value of all that we do, all that
we have, and how we spend our lives. Being a good steward means choosing things that
are physically, spiritually and mentally healthful to us.
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The Problem with Numbers

So much attention to numbers! Five. Two. Twelve. Five thousand. And far more than
five thousand when the women and children are included in the count (almost as if it’s a
census-taker’s afterthought). But who, really, was doing the counting? And why? Was
there a crew in that deserted place tallying attendance like ushering teams who survey
church pews on Sunday mornings? Probably not. Yet the numbers often dominate this
story, a miraculous story so significant to the evangelists that it is, unlike any other
miracle, written into all four gospels.

What might be lost from this story when the numbers—how many people, so few
loaves, only a couple fish, and even the counted leftovers—command our attention? The
numbers apparently consumed the disciples’ imaginations and produced their reaction:
“Send them away.”

Consider how often stories end like this: “Send them away.” How quickly, even easily,
numbers settle an issue and decide a story’s conclusion, people’s fate. But for Jesus the
story is not over. Instead he says, “They need not go away” (Matthew 14:16). The
numbers neither control nor tell the story. Compassion does. And more, that is not only
how the story ends; compassion is how the story begins: “When he went ashore, he saw
a great crowd; and he had compassion for them” (Matt. 14:14).

Rather than the numbers, it is the “where” of this story that is significant. We easily
overlook where Jesus is doing his ministry: Ashore. In a deserted place. It is not in the
religious space of the synagogue. In the religious space, Jesus’ teaching so offended the
congregation that, dishonored, he left unable to accomplish anything among them.
Unable to make a space of compassion and care there, he goes out to where the people
are. If this doesn’t give us pause, we are not paying attention.

We see where Jesus is. Where is the church?
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