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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays, please indicate which you want. The 
Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require this. Also, if you 
unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the 
outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in 
her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church 
extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive 
strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE          Emperor’s Fanfare    Soler 
   
WELCOME 
If you are a guest with us, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can 
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside 
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of our neighbors. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW  #641  All Are Welcome  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Unclean God, 
braving defilement, 
inviting offence: 
you share your bread 
with vermin and outsiders: 
you let the Gentile woman 
subvert your plans: 
give us the faith 
that comes from the heart 
and walks beyond 
our boundary posts 
that we might be surprised 
by outrageous grace; 
through Jesus Christ, son of David and light of the world. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and voice, 
which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together. 
 
READING: Genesis 45:1-15 
Moved to tears by Judah’s plea on behalf of Benjamin, Joseph declares, “I am Joseph!” and asks, “Is my father still 
alive?” Despite the brothers’ evil intent, God used Joseph to preserve many lives at a time of famine. 

 
[After Judah offered himself in place of his brother Benjamin,] 1Joseph could no longer control 
himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So 
no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept so 
loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3Joseph said to his 
brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so 
dismayed were they at his presence. 
 4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am 
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with 
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be 
neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, 
and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has 
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made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made 
me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as 
well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since 
there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that 
you have, will not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father how 
greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down 
here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept 
upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 
brothers talked with him. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM 133 
1How good and how pleasant it is, 
when kindred live together in unity! 
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.  
 
READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been 
disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

 
[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient 
to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now 
been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 
mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



 9 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 15:10-28 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances. 
Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches 
him for help. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 
12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly 
Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. 
And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, 
“Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do 
you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the 
sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 
19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 
 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 
after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she 
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came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, 
“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 
healed instantly. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW  #759   My Faith Looks Up to Thee  
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS 
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
O God, your Spirit gathers the church. Shepherd those who are newly baptized and newly 
ordained in the proclamation of the gospel, breathe life into ecumenical and inter-
religious endeavors, and support missionaries throughout the globe. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You created the earth and all its inhabitants and declared it good. Clean polluted skies, 
seas, and soil, provide nourishment to plants and animals, and make us aware of our 
impact on the environment. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You call leaders to bridge differences and practice generosity. Inspire all in authority to 
protect people in harm’s way, deliver those in bondage, support fair elections, provide 
care for military personnel and veterans, and show mercy to those for whom they have 
responsibility. In Liberia and Sierra Leone bless the work of churches, grant relief from 
poverty and increased justice for all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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You provide for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Embrace people who have been 
rejected because of difference, heal trauma caused by racism or prejudice, shield any who 
are persecuted, console the dying, and heal the sick. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
O God, you journey with us in all of life’s transitions. Guide those preparing for baptism, 
marriage, and retirement. Safeguard those who travel. Guide our church council and 
committees in their visioning and ministry: the Executive Committee, Property, Worship 
and the Arts, Christian Growth, Hospitality and Outreach, Social Ministry, Christian 
Education, Stewardship, Youth Board, and Little Lamb Preschool Board. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give you thanks for those who now rest from their labors, especially Bernard and 
Bartholomew. Motivate us by their lives of dedication to the gospel, until that day when we 
join with them in our eternal home. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who 
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with 
one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
The assembly is seated.  This congregation serves our neighbors, community, 
and the world through the participation and support of its members and 
guests.  Because offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing 
a portion of your gifts with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
(LIRS) https://www.lirs.org and Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) 
https://www.lbwinc.org 
            If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at 
clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY            Fugue in C Major    Pachelbel  
 
 

https://www.lirs.org/
https://www.lbwinc.org/
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
and multiply your graciousness in us, 
that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. 
Wine is lighter-colored, and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the 
trays, please indicate which you want. The Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes. 
Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this.  Also, if you unable to come up 
to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  ELW  #496 One Bread, One Body 
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ELW #684 Creating God, Your Fingers Trace 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #886 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE  Toccata on ‘Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow’    
                  arr. Burkhardt 
        
                          

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited  
to greet one another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 

 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Shawn Longacre Valerie Hernes 
      

Lector Erin Schmidgall Doug Schmidt 
  

Prayer Assistant Darla Hernandez Tim Malchow 
 

Communion Assistants Phyllis Schroeder Kaitlyn Jedrzejowski 
 Betty Luckett Holly Knauff 
  

Ushers Don MacMillan Jonathan Bull 
 Irene Adams Maya & Jay Bull 
          

Sound/Light Zach Wehner Jeff Peiffer  
  

Video/Livestream —————- Ben Crill 

  

Presiding    Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
 
Preaching    Deaconess Kristin Lewis 
 
Deaconess Kristin Lewis was consecrated through the Lutheran Diaconal Association (LDA) in 2010. 
She has served as Interim Campus Minister at Valparaiso University, an adjunct professor in the Theol-
ogy Department at Valparaiso University and Wartburg Seminary, Co-director of Education for the 
LDA, and Deaconess at Trinity Lutheran Valparaiso.  She has a Masters in Ministry from the Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago and a BA in Government and Communications from Augustana Univer-
sity in Sioux Fall, SD.  Kristin is the chaos coordinator for her family while also supply preaching, 
speaking at events, and retreat leading. Kristin has an incredible spouse, Jeff Lewis.  They have three 
children, Parker (13) and twins Atley and Elyn (9) and two crazy dogs.   Kristin's family brings joy, 
grace, laughter and chaos into daily life. The chaos of life reminds her daily of the importance of re-
spectful and compassionate connections with other human beings, the complexities of life that deserve 
more than  a catch phrase,  and the gift of a delightful cup of coffee.   
     

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
   

Communion Baker   Chrystal Hernes 
 

August Altar Gifts 
   

Holy Communion Brian & Michele Sutherland ~ Celebrating their anniversary 
 

Altar Candles  Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In memory of our grandparents:   
    Carson & Vera Abbott 
 

   Perry & Ruth Cozza ~ Celebrating the birth of their              
    granddaughter, Charlotte Margaret (born July 17, 2023) 
 

Eternal Lamp Candles Given to the Glory of God 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of August 20, 2023 

 
 
August 20 
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153 
Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great spirituality who wrote mystical works 
and criticized those whom he thought took an overly intellectual approach to the faith. 
He became an abbot, and wrote several hymns that are still beloved today. 
 
August 24 
Bartholomew, Apostle 
Mentioned as one of Jesus’ disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Bartholomew’s 
name is replaced in John’s gospel by Nathanael, leading many to believe that the two 
are different names for the same person. Little is known about his work, though some 
traditions place him later in India or Armenia. 
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Stewardship Snippet 
 
“It is not what goes into the mouth that defies a person, but it is what comes out of the 
mouth that defiles.” – Matthew 15:11 
 
As we steward ourselves and our church into deeper discipleship, let’s remember Jesus’ 
words. It’s not so much about razor-edge adherence to law and strictures, but rather how 
one lives the life of faith. An authentic and faithful witness is needed for these difficult 
and shifting times. 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Liberia, Sierra Leone. 
  
We are thankful for: 

• the natural resources in these countries, that they might benefit the peace and 
welfare of all 

• the diverse ethnic and religious groups who long have lived together in peace and 
harmony, especially the Muslims and Christians in Sierra Leone 

• democratic election of leaders who have brought political stability and 
accountability 

• how diseases such as Ebola have been brought under control. 
  
We pray for: 

• the churches in these countries, for their evangelism and social outreach, faithful 
witness and action in times of conflict, and for interfaith cooperation with others 

• the majority of the people who are still impoverished, that adequate services and 
policies will be provided that enable them to live with dignity and good health 

• more just governance, free of corruption, accountable to the people, and that 
manages resources in ways that benefit all. 
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Holding Jesus Accountable 

 
As disturbing as the report of Jesus’ callous-sounding encounter with the unnamed 
Canaanite woman may be to our ears, all around him, on both sides of their ethnic 
divide, were people who would have been outraged by any act of generosity or goodwill 
between a Jew and a Canaanite. So it’s no surprise when the disciples urge Jesus to send 
her away. Animosities toward “those” on the other side of the border, between children 
of Canaan and children of Israel, were deeply entrenched and easily inflamed. Jesus 
appears to identify with the ill will. 
 
All eyes and ears attend the scene. The shouting, then kneeling woman is in stubborn 
company with others whose protesting faith demands more than silence from God, who 
refuse to be rejected by God, who insist on being heard by God. She is in the company 
of Jacob, who wrestled with God through the night and demanded a blessing; with 
Moses pleading for God’s mercy upon stiff-necked people; with Job, not settling for a 
vindictive Creator. She’s in tradition with the psalmist’s entreaty “My God, . . . why [are 
you] so far from saving me?” (Psalm 22:1). She is beside Martha railing against Jesus’ 
delay as her brother, Lazarus, lay dying, and beside the blind men shouting to Jesus 
above defiant crowds at Jericho. 
 
The Canaanite woman is clear about the way of Jesus, so she dares to hold him—Son of 
David, face of God—accountable. Yes, her aggressive and, surely for many, 
objectionable faith in the mercy of Jesus against all evidence to the contrary results in 
her daughter’s healing. What’s more, her persistent challenge to Jesus becomes an 
enduring voice to be heard by any who dare claim that God’s mercy is limited, God’s 
help is restricted, or God’s providence is settled. She raises her voice and takes a knee 
for the church of Jesus Christ, representing all the voices shouting, “Have mercy on 
me.” 
 


