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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to “take and eat . . . take and drink” is a repeated 
one. In holy communion, in the word read and proclaimed, in the assembly of the people of God, the 
dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! Your name is written in heaven. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE         Aria for Alto Saxophone and Piano           Eugéne Bozza 

Ezequiel Castaneda, saxophone 
Nicole Lee, piano 

 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church, please 
consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point your phone at the 
graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                        p. 94-96 (left column) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess  
that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart;  
we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
KYRIE               p. 165-166 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

God, whose kingdom comes 
impossibly near: 
share with us the authority 
that sets others free; 
send us on the way 
of challenge and conversation; 
reveal to us the vision 
of hatred falling from its throne 
in summer lightning storms; 
through Jesus Christ, who empowers us. 
Amen. 
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WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together.  
 
 

READING: 2 Kings 5:1-14 
Naaman, a Syrian general, suffers from leprosy. In this passage Elisha miraculously cures his illness, but 
only after Naaman realizes, with the help of his servants, that he also needs healing for his pride. 
 
1 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high 
favor with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man, 
though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. 2 Now the Arameans on one of their raids 
had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 
She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He 
would cure him of his leprosy.” 4 So Naaman went in and told his lord just what the girl 
from the land of Israel had said. 5 And the king of Aram said, “Go then, and I will send 
along a letter to the king of Israel.”  
  He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten 
sets of garments. 6 He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this 
letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you my servant Naaman, that you may cure 
him of his leprosy.” 7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, 
“Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his 
leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.” 
  8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he 
sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that 
he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses and 
chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, 
saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you 
shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought that for 
me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and 
would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and 
be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 13 But his servants approached and said to 
him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you 
not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 
14 So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the 
word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was 
clean. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



 8 

 

READING: Galatians 6:7-18 
In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages them to live as people made right with God 
through faith in Jesus Christ. Here Paul offers practical advice about how believers exercise common 
concern for one other in “the family of faith.” 

 
  7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8 If you sow 
to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh, but if you sow to the Spirit, 
you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, 
for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. 10 So then, whenever we have an 
opportunity, let us work for the good of all and especially for those of the family of faith. 
  11 See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! 12 It is those who 
want to make a good showing in the flesh who try to compel you to be circumcised—only 
that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Even the circumcised do not 
themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may boast 
about your flesh. 14 May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world. 15 For neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything, but a new creation is everything! 16 As for 
those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of 
God.  
    17 From now on, let no one make trouble for me, for I carry the marks of Jesus branded 
on my body. 18 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, dear siblings. 
Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           p. 171 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he would go and do what he would do. Risking 
hardship and danger in exchange for the experience of great joy, they offer peace and healing as signs 
that the reign of God is near. 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 
every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the 
midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5 
Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if anyone is there who 
shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. 7 
Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer 
deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a 
town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure the sick who are 
there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But whenever 
you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even 
the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet 
know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ ” 
  16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and 
whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 17 The seventy returned with joy, 
saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” 18 He said to them, “I 
watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19 See, I have given you 
authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and 
nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to 
you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #576    We All Are One in Mission 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED            p. 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of Commemorations.  
Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
 
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the 
church, the world, and all creation. 
A brief silence. 
You send your church into the world with a message of peace. Center the whole church in 
this peace, and strengthen our faith by the example of Jan Hus, Benedict, Nathan 
Söderblom, and all those who creatively and faithfully proclaim your good news.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
All the earth sings out your name. Inspire your people to drink deeply from the beauty of 
Lake Michigan, our dunes, wetlands, prairie, and all your creation. When ecosystems are 
wounded, bring your healing. When our actions endanger the survival of other species, curb 
our greed and waste. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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You call us to work for the good of all. Give resolve to those who lead, that they do not 
grow weary in doing what is right. Guide them to seek peace between nations and 
freedom for all people. Bless the leadership of churches and all who work for peace and 
reconciliation in Sudan, South Sudan, and Ghana. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
As a mother comforts her child, so you comfort us. Bring this comfort to those in any 
pain. Carry your people when grief is heavy, and lift burdens of shame and self-doubt. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your harvest is plentiful, O God. Make us laborers and companions with one another in 
this assembly. Send your peace to rest upon us, heal divisions among us, and open our 
hearts to receive one another as gifts from you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
You have written our names in heaven, O God, and we rejoice. We thank you for those 
who have lived and died in your love. Accompany us on our life’s journey and draw us at 
last to life forever in you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 

This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download 
at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY                          The Mountain Miad, Op. 67  Edvard Grieg 

Vond Dag 
Christian Chiasson, trumpet 

Nicole Lee, piano 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app


 13 

 

OFFERING HYMN ELW #185 Create in Me a Clean Heart 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                 p. 172 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS                     p. 173 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                   p. 173 
   (pray whichever version you prefer)   
                                
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the 
server that you require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                   p. 174 
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COMMUNION MUSIC    Aria    Jacques Ibert 
Ezequiel Castaneda, saxophone 

Nicole Lee, piano 
 
     As the Grains of Wheat 

Ezequiel Castaneda, saxophone 
Christian Chiasson, trumpet 

Nicole Lee, piano 
 
ELW #659  Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 
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ELW #499 O Lord, We Praise You 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   ACS #991 Go to the World! 
 

Go to the world! Go into all the earth. 
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life's worth, 
baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Go to the world! Go into ev'ry place. 
Go live the word of God's redeeming grace. 
Go seek God's presence in each time and space. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray; 
the nights of tears give way to joyous day. 
As servant church, you follow Christ's own way. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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"Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 
for I am with you till the age shall end, 
when all the hosts of glory cry, Amen!" 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
 

DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE   The Mountain Miad, Op. 67   Edvard Grieg 

   Veslemöy  
Christian Chiasson, trumpet 

Nicole Lee, piano 
  
 
 

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 

      

Worship Leaders 
 

 9:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Matilda Basich  
 

Lector Becky Fry     
 

Prayer Assistant   Kathy Sutherland  
 

Communion Assistants  Kathy Sutherland, Grace Basich, Becky Fry, Jerri Simms 
 

Ushers     Bill Scheiderich 
 

Sound/Light    Tony Reinhold 
 

Video/Livestream       Sam Venstrom   
 

Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 

     Students from Lutheran Summer Music Program (LSM) 
       

Communion Baker   Lois Felten  
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• how the churches in Sudan and in South Sudan, as well as Ecumenical Network Sudan, 
 have consistently pursued peace processes, healing and reconciliation in these war-
 ravaged countries 

• those who work to bring justice for the victims of genocide and war crimes, including 
 the International Criminal Court 

• the many who carry out humanitarian work in these countries and who settle those who 
 are displaced 

• the economic progress and peacebuilding that has occurred in Uganda, and for effective
  measures to curb the spread of HIV and AIDS. 

 
We pray for: 

• a cessation of ethnic animosities and violence, and increased understanding between 
 ethnic and religious groups 

• an end to the rape and practices of genital mutilation of girls and women 

• governments  to respect the will and best interests of their people and the human rights 
 of all 

• natural resources to be preserved and the land saved from further desertification. 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of July 6 

 
July 6 
Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415 
Hus was a Bohemian (present-day Czech Republic) priest who spoke against abuses in 
the church, and was seen by Martin Luther as his predecessor in the reforming 
movement. He was found guilty of heresy by a council of the church, and burned at the 
stake. 
 
July 11 
Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 
Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated in Rome, 
he went to live as a hermit, and eventually gathered a community of m onks around him. 
He wrote a rule for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines and adapted by 
others. 
 
July 12 
Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 
A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First 
World War, Söderblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship 
principles, and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 
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The Gift of Vulnerability 
 
A familiar adage says, “It’s better to deal with the devil you know than the one you 
don’t know.” The idea is that it’s safer to deal with something you’re familiar with than 
to take a risk with something new. This new thing can be scary, disarming, even 
harmful. On the other hand, although it takes work to let go of things that provide 
security and support self-reliance, vulnerability can also lead to connection, openness, 
and love. 
 
Jesus asked the seventy disciples to enter the towns ahead of him to proclaim the good 
news that God’s kin-dom was coming near, to care for the sick, to stand with the weak 
and defenseless, and to love the brokenhearted. He knew he was asking them to make 
themselves vulnerable to the villagers they would encounter on their mission and that 
they’d likely receive both negative and positive responses. Although they might face 
rejection, hate, or dismissiveness, they might also be met with care, appreciation, and 
affirmation. 
 
Gathering around God’s table in memory of Jesus’ full embodiment of love is also a 
vulnerable and tender moment together. The gift of free grace we receive in the holy 
sacrament of bread and wine is worth the risk to stand close to our neighbor. The gift 
doesn’t require perfection, but it allows for a moment to let go of whatever proverbial 
baggage and deep-rooted brokenness we live with. Jesus meant for all to be fed and 
welcomed with gracious hospitality at the table. And when the time comes to leave the 
gathering spaces, God’s hope is that all who gathered feel filled and affirmed so they 
can go out again into the world of unknowns. 
 
May each one find the courage to embrace the gift of vulnerability as we enter both 
places of worship and living spaces, remaining in a state of holy wonder about the 
unknown. 
 


