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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen up!”—to 
heed the word that gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early church 
at Colossae. So it is today as we join the assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE                 Blessed Jesus, We are Here        J. S. Bach 
 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church, please 
consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point your phone at the 
graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                        p. 94-96 (left column) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess  
that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart;  
we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
KYRIE               p. 165-166 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE             p. 167-168 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

God of unnatural wisdom, 
you gave us Jesus our Rabbi 
to question the roles we play, 
the submissions we enforce: 
may your living truth 
free us from the lie of exclusion 
and make us all 
learners and doers of your word; 
through Jesus Christ, teacher and liberator. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together.  
 
READING: Genesis 18:1-10a 
The Lord visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the birth of a child will 
be fulfilled for them in their old age. 

 
1 The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his 
tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When 
he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. 
3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little 
water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a 
little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you 
have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham 
hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice 
flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and 
good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and 
milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them, and he stood by them under 
the tree while they ate. 
  9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10a 
Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have 
a son.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



 10 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          p. 171 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42 
During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her concern for her many tasks 
distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the presence of God. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who 
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by 
her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left 
me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 42 there is need of only 
one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW#676   Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                                p. 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
 
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and 
pray for the needs of the world. 
A brief silence. 
Inspire your church to listen with eager longing for your words of life. Equip biblical 
interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment, that your word may be more fully 
known. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Every creature under heaven has been promised hope in the gospel. From that promise, 
generate in humankind an eagerness to protect and care for creation. Bring healing to the 
earth with your words of life. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of the world. 
May your word of love and life dispel all other voices. Provide gracious hospitality in 
places where hostile forces hold sway. Protect the lands and people of Somalia and 
Djibouti – bring peace and reconciliation and defend all who have fled for safety.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, illness, grief, depression, or despair. 
Bring honor to any who experience slander and evil intent or are discredited by others. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and safe 
spaces where everyone, without exception, can receive and be transformed by your 
word of life. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
For Mary, Martha, Mary Magdalene, Birgitta, James, and all the saints who attended to 
your word, we give thanks. Open our ears to your voice until that day when we realize 
the promise of the gospel with all creation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure on
-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at 
clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY   Te ofrecemos              Honoré 
              (Now We Offer) 
 
 
 
 
  

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERING HYMN ELW #185 Create in Me a Clean Heart 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING                 p. 172 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
 
SANCTUS                     p. 173 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
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LORD’S PRAYER    (pray whichever version you prefer)                         p. 173         
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either 
by Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to 
the server that you require this. 
 
 
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD                   p. 174 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC   
 

ACS #978  God Welcomes All (sung 5 x) 
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ELW #754 Jesus, the Very Thought of You 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   ELW #820 O Savior, Precious Savior  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE           Toccata in Seven    Rutter  
  

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

 9:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Eleanor Crill 
 
Lector Mark Kretzmann     
 
Prayer Assistant   Paige Reichardt 
 
Communion Assistants  Erin Schmidgall, Chris Schmidgall 
     Linda Mapes, Phil Hahn 
 
Ushers     Don MacMillan 
     Holly Kauff 
      
Sound/Light    Lance Nolting 
 
Video/Livestream       Sam Venstrom 
 
Pastors     Rev. Joy Heine, Bethal Lutheran Church 
     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 
Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
Communion Baker   The Bull Family 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor – Reverend Joy Heine 
Pastor Joy was installed and ordained as Minister of Word and Sacrament at Bethel 
Lutheran Church in September 2017.  She is a graduate of the University of Kentucky 
(Bachelor of Science in Family Studies), the University of Chicago (Master of Social 
Work) and the Lutheran School of Theology (Master of Divinity).  Prior to accepting 
the call to Bethel, Pastor Joy worked in several Chicago-area congregations in diaconal 
ministry since 2003.  
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Djibouti, Somalia. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the beauty of Creation and  resources from lands and sea 

• the stable governance and economic development that Djibouti has experienced in 
 recent years 

• the many ways churches and humanitarian organizations have prayed for and 
 responded to the needs in Somalia. 

 
We pray for: 

• protection of natural resources and coastal land 

• an end to hunger, violence, crime and conflict in Somalia 

• effective reconciliation and peace-building 

• stable governments that further the common good for all the people 
• those who have fled this area that they may be welcomed in new homelands. 
 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of July 20 

 
July 22 
Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
Sometimes called “the apostle to the apostles” because she told them of her encounter 
with the risen Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his 
ministry. She was present at Jesus’ crucifixion and his burial. 
 
July 23 
Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373 
Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she 
gave all that she owned to the poor and founded a community of monks and nuns led by 
a woman. Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta. 
 
July 25 
James, Apostle 
James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their 
call from Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is 
the only one recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2). 
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Paying Attention in a Distracted World 
 
Our attention is a valuable thing, and what we pay attention to matters. The tech 
industry employs more than 12 million people in the United States and generates over 
10 percent of the total US GDP. While we might think their innovative apps, devices, 
and software are the industry’s biggest money-makers, the truth is that human attention 
is the real cash cow. The attention economy knows how valuable our attention really is, 
and social media and tech companies work hard to glean as much of it as possible, 
mostly for advertisers, setting the stage for overwhelming distraction. 
 
Martha, after inviting Jesus into her home, becomes distracted by her many tasks. She 
has her attention diverted from the presence and preaching of Jesus right in front of her. 
The experience of distraction is certainly one we can relate to, especially living in an 
attention economy. Like Martha, we can have our attention diverted at a moment’s 
notice by seemingly endless and urgent checklists, projects, social media, and more. 
And like Martha, we can become so ensnared by our distractions that we simply accept 
them as priorities despite the better parts in front of us. 
 
But Jesus speaks a word of grace to Martha and to us, reminding us that worry and 
distraction need not consume us. That the saving love of Jesus casts out all fear and sets 
us free to pay attention to the kingdom of God breaking in all around us. With the 
assurance of God’s love, we can embrace a posture of attention, setting down needless 
distractions in favor of “the better part” (Luke 10:42), the presence of God in our daily 
lives. We can devote our valuable attention to a conversation with our neighbor, to 
prayer and spiritual practice, to the beauty of table fellowship, and to being fully present 
in worship. Most importantly, we can pay attention to the love of God, which raises us 
to new life every day. 
 
 


