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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to reflect God’s mercy in 
responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its most profound expression in the “gospel that has 
come to you”—namely the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us 
again today: at the font, at the table, and from the pulpit. It is very near to you. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE                 My Heart Ever Faithful     Bach/Kelly 
 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church, please 
consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point your phone at the 
graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                        p. 94-96 (left column) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess  
that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart;  
we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
KYRIE               p. 165-166 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE             p. 167-168 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

God of bandit places, 
love that demands our all: 
reveal to us our wounds 
and give us grace 
to know our neighbour, 
tending us 
with foreign hands: 
through Jesus Christ, who crossed over for us. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together.  
 

READING: Amos 7:7-17 
Amos, a shepherd from the southern village of Tekoa, is called by God to preach against Israel, the 
Northern Kingdom, in a time of economic prosperity. Today’s reading illustrates how Amos’s stinging 
criticism of Israel alienated him from those in authority, including King Jeroboam and the priest Amaziah. 
 
7 This is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with 
a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do 
you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,  
 “See, I am setting a plumb line 
  in the midst of my people Israel; 
  I will never again pass them by; 
 9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
  and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
  and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
  10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos 
has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to 
bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said,  
 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
  and Israel must go into exile 
  away from his land.’ ” 
12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your 
bread there, and prophesy there; 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s 
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
  14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a 
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15 and the Lord took me from following the 
flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 
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 16 “Now therefore hear the word of the Lord. 
 You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel, 
  and do not preach against the house of Isaac.’ 
 17 Therefore thus says the Lord: 
 ‘Your wife shall become a prostitute in the city, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword, 
  and your land shall be parceled out by line; 
 you yourself shall die in an unclean land, 
  and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its land.’ ” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 82 
1 God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 
  giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 
2 “How long will you judge unjustly, 
  and show favor to the wicked? 
3 Save the weak and the orphan; 
  defend the humble and needy; 
4 rescue the weak and the poor; 
  deliver them from the power of the wicked.  
5 They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; 
  all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
6 Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 
  and all of you children of the Most High; 
7 nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 
  and fall like any prince.’ ” 
8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 
  for you shall take all nations for your own. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          p. 171 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 10:25-37 
Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. He tells a parable rich 
in surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and 
lavish mercy. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he 
said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 
  29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of 
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was 
moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine 
on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35

 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of 
him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these 
three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He 
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ACS #1049  Before the Water Nourished Earth 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                                p. 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
 

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and 
pray for the needs of the world. 
A brief silence. 
Saving God, awaken your church to your truth as it follows your path of love. 
Encourage pastors, deacons, teachers, and seminarians, and lead them as they seek to 
learn your ways. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Prosper the harvests of fruit-bearing bushes, trees, and plants. Uphold farmers and farm 
workers as they labor through summer days, and bring relief to lands that are parched 
with heat. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Instill in leaders of the world a strong love for their neighbors. Compel them to govern 
with equity and to give aid and protection to people who are vulnerable, especially 
strangers, migrants, and asylum seekers. Sustain the work and witness of the church in 
Eritrea and Ethiopia; grant lasting peace, good governance, and food and resources for 
all. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Draw near to people in need of help, comfort, and healing. Provide protection and aid to 
children who are unsafe and undernourished while on summer break. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Go with all who travel, and protect them from harm. Put in their paths people who offer 
aid. We pray especially for the safety of first responders. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give you thanks for all who have gone before us and have made your love known, 
especially Bartolomé de Las Casas. Help us to follow their witness of faithfulness and 
mercy as we await our share in the inheritance of the saints. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 

This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download 
at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
 
OFFERTORY             Panis Angelicus   Franck/Kelly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app


 15 

 

OFFERING HYMN ELW #185 Create in Me a Clean Heart 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                 p. 172 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS                     p. 173 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                   p. 173 
   (pray whichever version you prefer)   
                                
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to 
the server that you require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                  p. 174 
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COMMUNION MUSIC   Deep River        Bach/Kelly 
 
ELW #800  Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart 
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ELW #522  As We Gather at Your Table 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   ELW #769  If You But Trust in God to Guide You 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE         If You But Trust in Guide to Guide Thee        J.S. Bach 
  

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 

      

Worship Leaders 
 

 9:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Reid Venstrom 
 

Lector Paige Reichardt     
 

Prayer Assistant   Darla Hernandez 
 

Communion Assistants  Barbara Clements 
     Darla Hernandez 
     Gregg Copeland 
     Jerri Simms 
 

Ushers     Luke Venstrom 
     Scott Steinwart 
 

Sound/Light    Tony Reinhold 
 

Video/Livestream       Sam Venstrom 
 

Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
     Conley Knauff, French Horn 
 
Communion Baker   Angela Wehner  
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Eritrea, Ethiopia. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the long centuries of Christian history in Ethiopia and Eritrea 

• the current witness and work of Orthodox, Catholic and Evangelical churches amid 
 difficult circumstances 

• those who have provided humanitarian aid, especially during times of drought and 
 hunger 

• those who have worked for peaceful relations between Eritrea and Ethiopia. 
 

We pray for: 

• victims of human rights abuses 

• greater understanding and respect among the many ethnic groups 

• lasting peace and reconciliation between Ethiopia and Eritrea 

• the emergence of more democratic governance that respects human rights and 
 furthers justice for all ethnic groups and minorities. 
 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of July 13 

 
 

 
July 17 
Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566 
Bartolomé de Las Casas was a Spanish priest and a missionary in the Western 
Hemisphere. He first came to the West while serving in the military, and he was granted 
a large estate that included a number of Indigenous enslaved people. When he was 
ordained in 1513, he granted freedom to his servants. This act characterized much of the 
rest of Las Casas’s ministry. Throughout the Caribbean and Central America, he worked 
to stop the enslavement of native people, to halt the brutal treatment of women by 
military forces, and to promote laws that humanized the process of colonization. 
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Who Is the Good Samaritan? 
 
The story of the good Samaritan is well known, even outside Christian communities. 
Some ministries are even named after it. However, showing love and care to others, 
especially strangers, can be complex. Like the lawyer who comes to Jesus in today’s 
gospel, many seek to learn how to live a life of integrity. Answering the call to love God 
with all one’s heart, mind, and soul, however, often leads to questions about what that 
means in the real world. This parable calls listeners to generosity in extending care 
beyond charitability and helps expand the definition of neighbor. There continues to be 
a steady increase in homelessness and poverty in our country, and loving a neighbor as a 
“good Samaritan” can often feel impossible. Nevertheless, we are still called to care for 
the most vulnerable. 
 
Alongside care, another dynamic emerges from this encounter between Jesus and the 
lawyer. This is also a story about Jesus expanding the notion of who is capable and 
“good.” By highlighting an unlikely character who does the good thing, Jesus’ answer to 
the lawyer’s question, “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29), gives the lawyer a 
chance to think about the stranger as just as capable of love as he is. Loving is not 
exclusive to a specific type of person; we are all capable of it. 
 
The invitation, then, is not just to love the stranger who walks through the church doors, 
but to see them as just as capable of bringing love with them. Loving God with one’s 
entire being also means trusting that everything God has made, especially our neighbor, 
has the potential to be an extension of divine love. Seeing others as just as capable of 
being the good Samaritan as we are diminishes the societal hierarchies and judgments 
that keep us from sharing in the splendor of God’s love with one another. So, like the 
lawyer, may we be surprised by the generous care of a stranger as we seek to do the 
same. 
 


