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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of
faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.
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You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated
as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The church’s repeated
celebration of holy communion counters that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the death of
Jesus until he comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of “how much God has done for you.”

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Prelude in b minor Franck
WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you,
or if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ [=] [¥:dica:
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online %
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow :
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS p. 94-96 (left column)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation,
come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin

to live for you alone.

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin,

receive your forgiveness,

and grow into the fullness

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess

that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you

with our whole heart;

we have not loved

our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God,

Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake

God forgives us all our sins.

As a called and ordained minister

of the church of Christ,

and by his authority,

I therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Lord, you trouble our peace,

you step upon our guarded shore

and confront our chaos:

may we who are divided and colonized
by the forces of death

learn from you to speak our own name
and proclaim your works of life:
through Jesus Christ, Tamer of Legions.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together.

1 Kings 19:1-15a

Elijah has defeated the prophets of Baal through the power of God. Now, fleeing from Queen Jezebel,
Elijah comes to Mount Horeb (another name for Sinai). God appears to him there not in power but in “the
sound of sheer silence” and reassures him that he is not alone.

' Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with
the sword. * Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me,
and more also, if I do not make your life like the llfe of one of them by this time
tomorrow.” * Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba,
Wthh belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.

" But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down
under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LorbD,
take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” * Then he lay down under the
broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and
eat.” " He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and ajar of
water He ate and drank, and lay down again. ' The angel of the LoRD came a second
tlme touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for
you.” “He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days
and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. ’ At that place he came to a cave, and spent
the night there.

Then the word of the LOorRD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
'"He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LorD, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and kllled your

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”



"' He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lorp, for the LORD is about to
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the
wind an earthquake, but the LOrRD was not in the earthquake; '* and after the earthquake a
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. '* When
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of
the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” " He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORrD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” " Then the LorD said to him,
“Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 42 (Read Responsively)
" As the deer longs for the water-brooks,
so longs my soul for you, O God.
’1 thirst for God, for the living God;
~ when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
" My tears have been my food day and night,
while all day long they say to me, “Where now is your God?”
“1 pour out my soul when I think on these things;
how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God, with shouts of
) thanksgiving, among those keeping festival.
> Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, and why are you so disquieted within me?
Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks to the one who is my help and my God.
° My soul is heavy within me;
therefore I will remember you from the land of Jordan, and from the peak of
Mizar among the heights of Hermon.
" One deep calls to another in the roar of your cascades;
~all your rapids and floods have gone over me.
‘ The Lorp grants lovingkindness in the daytime;
in the night season the LORD’s song is with me, a prayer to the God ' of my life.
’Twill say to the God of my strength, “Why have you rejected me,
and why do I wander in such gloom while the enemy oppresses me?”
'“While my bones are being broken, my enemies mock me to my face;
all day long they mock me and say to me, “Where now is your God?”
""'Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, and why are you so disquieted within me?
Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks to the one who is my help and my God.
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READING: Galatians 3:23-29

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with other believers. Those who
call themselves children of God experience a transformation that removes prejudices of race, social class, or
gender in favor of true unity in Christ.

“ Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would
be revealed. - Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might
be justified by falth ” But now that faith has come, we are no longer sub] ecttoa
disciplinarian, *° for in Christ Jesus you are all chlldren of God through faith. " As many of
you as were baptlzed into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. ** There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of
you are one in Christ Jesus. = And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham s
offspring, heirs according to the promise.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p- 171
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39

Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the casting out of demons. Some who
witness Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is commissioned to
give testimony to God’s mercy and power.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

**Then [Jesus and h1s disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. " As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met
him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the
tombs. ** When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice,
“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not
torment me”— for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man.
(For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and
shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) *’
Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had
entered him. © ' They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss.

> Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feedlng, and the demons begged
Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. ~ Then the demons came out
of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake
and was drowned.

" When the sw1neherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and
in the country. *” Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came
to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. *° Those who had seen it told them
how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. '’ Then all the people
of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were
seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. ** The man from whom the
demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent h1m away, saying, -
“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away,
proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #843

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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APOSTLES’ CREED p. 105
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the
church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Clothe us in Christ, shower us in mercy, send us in love.
Strengthen the faith and witness of Christians across the planet — especially our Christian
neighbors in Valparaiso and our Companion Synods, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Chile and the Protestant Christian Batak Church in Indonesia. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for creation. Deliver the earth from disaster, bring forth life amid uncertainty,
inspire wonder at all you have made. Sustain all people who delight in the well-being of
your creation: farmers, agricultural workers, gardeners, birdwatchers, conservationists,
scientists, advocates, and policy makers. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

14



We pray for the nations. Pave a way to justice, drown the forces of oppression, bring
peace on earth. Give leaders the will to turn from war and violence. When people must
flee their homes, guide them to safety. Bless the lands, people, and churches of Malawi
and Zambia. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for people in need. Satisfy all who are poor, soothe those in pain, accompany
all who are sick. Give perseverance to each of us living with mental illness, and shield us
from discrimination due to race, class, gender, or any other human distinction.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for this assembly. Listen to our cries, come to our aid, make us one. Weave
among us the fabric of belonging so that we rejoice in each person gathered here, and
enliven our proclamation of how much you have done for us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Keep them in your
peace, comfort us in sorrow, raise us to new life. We remember the faith and witness of
John the Baptist, Phillip Melanchthon, Cyril, and Irenaeus: with them, may we trust your
promise that we are yours forever. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world
through the participation and support of its members and guests.
If you wish to give electronically, use the OR code, browse to our
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download
at clevalpo.org/app).

OFFERTORY Pastorale on ‘O God, Our Help in Ages Past’ Manz
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OFFERING HYMN ELW #185  Create in Me a Clean Heart
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

p-172
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The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing:

SANCTUS

p. 173

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus

at the words "Blessed is he.")
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comes in the name of the Lord.
TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
(pray whichever version you prefer)

Ho - san-na

in the high - est.

Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

p-173
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

the server that you require this.

LAMB OF GOD p. 174
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION MUSIC ACS #1017
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Come to Me, O Weary Traveler
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1 “Come to me, O wea -1y trav - ’ler; come to
2 “Do not fear, my yoke is eas - y; do not
3 “Take my yoke and leave your trou - bles; take my
4 “Rest in me, O wea -1y trav - ’ler; rest in
Ds f ; ~ i f
| | =X
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me with your dis - tress; come to me, you heav -y -
fear, my bur-den’s light; do not fear the path be -
yoke and come with me. Take my  yoke, I am be -
me and do not fear. Rest in me, my heart is
. — — =
T i e
bur - dened; come to me and find your rest.”
fore you; do not run from me in fright.”
side you; take and learn hu-mil -1 - ty”
gen - tle; rest and  cast a - way your care.”

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: AUSTIN, William P. Rowan, b. 1951

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc., selahpub.com. All rights reserved.
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ELW #462

Now We Join in Celebration
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I Now we join in cel - e -bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
3 Lord, we share in this com-mu -nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess -ing
rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen-dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v'ry, of yourliv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life to feed us.
pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’'n-ly glad - ness.
seek -ing  jus-tice, love,and mer - cy till you come in fi - nal glo - ry.
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s
participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

++ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #445 Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa- ters flow.
2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!

NO
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as  Christ blessed long a - go.

Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo - ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin and all its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir - it, ho-ly dove and heart’s de - light.

one with Christ in liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil-dren, heirs.
By your grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans- form!

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN.
All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission.

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
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DISMISSAL
Children: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Roberts

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one
another and share in fellowship.

Worship Leaders

9:30 a.m.
Acolyte Olivia Hernandez
Lector Darla Hernandez
Prayer Assistant Darla Hernandez
Communion Assistants Erin Schmidgall

Chris Schmidgall
Phyllis Schroeder

Becky Fry
Ushers Luke Venstrom
Sound/Light Tony Reinhold
Video/Livestream
Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even
Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch
Communion Baker Candace Jacques
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Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Malawi, Zambia.

We are thankful for:
e the biodiversity and natural wonders in these lands

e church leaders who have spoken out and countered sexual violence and human rights
abuses

e those who are dealing with challenges of migrations within, and to, these countries
stable governance and economies, and rising living standards for many people in recent
years.

We pray for:

e greater food security for those most vulnerable, especially in times of climate change
e an end to political and economic corruption

e rising standards of living, particularly for those most poor

e an end to exploitation of resources and of the people, especially those who are young
and/or female.

24




COMMEMORATIONS
Week of June 22

June 24

John the Baptist

John said, “[Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease.” And so his birth is celebrated
half a year before Jesus’, just as the daylight in the northern hemisphere begins to wane.
Jesus honored John as being the greatest prophet.

June 25

Philipp Melanchthon, renewer of the church, died 1560

Though he died on April 19, Philipp Melanchthon is commemorated today because of
his connection with the Augsburg Confession. Colleague and co-reformer with Martin
Luther, Melanchthon was a brilliant scholar, known as “the teacher of Germany.”

Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, 1530

On this day in 1530 the German and Latin editions of the Augsburg Confession were
presented to the Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman Empire. The Augsburg Confession
was written by Philipp Melanchthon and endorsed by Martin Luther and consists of a
brief summary of points in which the reformers saw their teaching as either agreeing
with or differing from that of the Roman Catholic Church of the time.

June 27

Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444

Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After a conflict
involving all of the major Christian leaders of the time, it was decided that Cyril’s
interpretation, that Christ’s person included both divine and human natures, was correct.

June 28

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202

This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down by
the apostles. An opponent of the movement known as Gnosticism, Irenaeus was one of
the first to speak of the church as catholic or linked together.
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Real Healing

Today we resume our journey through the Gospel of Luke. Luke has a clear agenda: to
share the gospel to the ends of the earth—to whomever, however, and whenever the
opportunity presents itself! Luke boldly declares that the gospel is the gift of healing
offered for all creation.

It is with this evangelical and healing bias that we approach this scripture passage. The
nakedness, the tombs, and the swine speak to a reality of a lack of ritual purity. The
world is not perfect. Demons in turn remind us of the various pressures and temptations
that surround and distract us from God’s presence and holiness. The swineherds are
confused. On one hand, a man is healed; on the other, they lose their livelihood when
the swine throw themselves over a cliff. And all of this happens in Gentile land: Jesus
shares the good news in non-Jewish lands and to non-Jewish people. Jesus is willing to
enter the reality of life. Jesus is willing to enter the reality of our lives.

What better message for Luke to share than that Jesus meets this broken human being
right where he is. No need to clean up beforehand. No need to be someone he is not. No
need to play any games or wear different hats. He simply gets to be himself. Jesus meets
him and shows him that he is seen, not only in his truth of the moment, but also in the
fullness of his humanity.

Demons, be gone. Confusion, be gone. Peace enters. Love enters. God enters and
envelops each of us in true healing. To know we are enough with God is the heart of
healing. Then comes an invitation to share news of the healing Jesus does each day.

What has Jesus done for you today?

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26201.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Portions printed under
OneLicense.net License #A-711129. Portions from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare.
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