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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to do. John 
has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and 
power beyond human imagination. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE                   Song Without Words           Bonnet 
                     
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer 
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (8:00 a.m.) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the name of ☩ the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Holy God, 
we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that make a people your own, 
that restore to wholeness, 
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 
waters that extend your boundless love 
and cross barriers of our own making. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that open the hearts of believers 
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 
waters that set your people on a new path, 
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 
that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #834  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Holy One, 
you breathe the word of love 
and the promise of new creation 
into the secret places of the soul, 
opening heart to heart: 
in the wildness of your Spirit, 
uncaptured in the wide world, 
teach us the costly way 
of fearless love 
and priceless peace; 
through Jesus Christ, through whom God dwells with us. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR BRYCE DOUGLAS FERRY (10:30 a.m.) 
The candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.  

 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of 
Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of 
the world. 
 
Sponsors present the candidate: 
We present Bryce Douglas for baptism. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the parents: 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have  
Bryce baptized into Christ? 
We do. 
 
 



 7 

 

The presiding minister continues: 
As you bring Bryce to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 to live with him among God's faithful people, 
 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
 so that he may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Bryce grow in the Christian faith and life? 
We do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 
Sponsors, do you promise to continue to accompany Bryce in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
We do. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support Bryce and pray for him in his new life in Christ?  
Will you grow with him, learn with him, serve with him, and together give praise to God? 
We will. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
  
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
  
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
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Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through 
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led 
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set 
us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 



 9 

 

BAPTISM 
The assembly is seated. The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.  
Bryce Douglas, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 
your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 
Laying both hands on the heads of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
Sustain Bryce with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  
Bryce, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized. 
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in 
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to 
all the world. 

 
WORD    

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited for a time together. 
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READING: Acts 16:9-15 
A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in the 
business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and 
baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi. 

 
9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him 
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, we 
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to 
proclaim the good news to them. 
  11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 
Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia 
and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we 
went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we 
sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named 
Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a 
dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 
Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon 
us. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 67 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

may the light of God's face | shine upon us. 
2Let your way be known | upon earth, 

your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

let all the | peoples praise you. 
4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

for you judge the peoples with equity 
 and guide all the na- | tions on earth.  R 

5Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
let all the | peoples praise you. 

6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
God, our own | God, has blessed us. 

7May God | give us blessing, 
and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.  R 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:23-29 
As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will teach 
Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home will 
experience a peace that overcomes fear. 

 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
23 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not 
mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 
  25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind 
you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them 
be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you 
loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater 
than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you 
may believe.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #804   Come Down, O Love Divine 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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NICENE CREED (8:00 a.m.) 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven,  
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
  and became truly human.  
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
 
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further cooperation 
between people of different faith traditions and bless our non-Christian neighbors, 
especially the Temple Israel congregation, that we learn and grow in deeper relationship. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing crops and 
encourage communities developing sustainable farming practices. Help us to live in 
balance and harmony with your good creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and conflict. Protect 
refugees, asylum-seekers, and all who flee their homes seeking safety and security. 
Make all nations safe for both migrants and residents. Bless the lands, people, and 
churches of the Indian Ocean Islands: Comoros, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, and 
Seychelles. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families struggling with trauma or 
addiction. Support caregivers, especially nurses, doctors, counselors, and social workers. 
Come alongside all who are ill or struggling. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in military service. 
Soothe loved ones who mourn, and strengthen support systems for veterans and their 
families. Bring peace among nations, that war and conflict around the world might 
cease. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ, especially John 
Calvin and Jiri Tranovski. Gather us, with them, into the peace only you can give.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with 
us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the participation and support of its members and guests.  
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download 
at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY                Voluntary Air     Long  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

Risen One, 
you have gathered us around your table of grace 
along with these gifts we bring. 
Come among us again, 
breathe your life into us, 
and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to 
the server that you require this. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 20 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC  ELW #815 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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ELW #607 Come, Ye Disconsolate 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Living One, 
in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
PRAYERS FOR GRADUATES AND RETIREES 
 
BLESSING 
The triune God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, 
now and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW  #537  On Our Way Rejoicing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
 



 24 

 

DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in peace. You are made new. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE          
        

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 

      

Worship Participants 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Sam Venstrom Noah DeJesus  
    
Lector     Phil Hahn  Sara Long 
       
Prayer Assistant   Darla Hernandez Sara Long 
   
Communion Assistants  Phyllis Schroeder Sara Long 
     Darla Hernandez Amy Knauff 
 
Ushers     Ben Lieske 
     Bill Scheiderich 
 
Sound/Light    Lance Nolting  Tony Reinhold 
 
Video/Livestream       - - - - - - -     
  
Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 
Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
    
Cantor     Daniel Gibson-Even 
 

Communion Baker   Lois Felten 
 

Communion Table   Terry Albrecht   
     Helen Arvidson     
     Barb Clements 
     Marilyn McGawn 
     Lori Schwartz    
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of May 25 

 

May 27 
John Calvin, renewer of the church, died 1564 
Gifted both as a systematic theologian and as an interpreter of scriptures, Calvin embraced 
the Reformation, and as a preacher in Geneva, Switzerland, brought a theocratic government 
to it. He is regarded as the father of the Reformed churches. 
 

May 29 
Jiri Tranovský, hymnwriter, died 1637 
Tranovský is considered to be the father of Slovak hymnody as well as an important 
reformer of the Slavic church. He translated the Augsburg Confession (the basis of Lutheran 
teachings) and published a collection of Slovak hymns. 
 

May 31 
Visit of Mary to Elizabeth 
This festival marks the occasion when Mary, pregnant with Jesus, visited her cousin 
Elizabeth who was herself pregnant with John. Elizabeth pronounced Mary “blessed among 
women,” and Mary responded with the song called the Magnificat. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of Indian Ocean Islands: Comoros,     
Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles. 
 

We are thankful for: 
•    the spectacular scenery, exotic plants, rare animals and abundant sea life that flourish in 
 the region 
•    how people who are ethnically and religiously diverse have long lived together 
•    the economic developments that have lifted some out of poverty 
•    the vital evangelism, social and public witness of churches, and how the churches relate 
 to people of other faiths. 
 

We pray for: 
•    the fragile environment and the unique plants, animals and lands, that they will be       
 protected, especially as the sea rises 
•    tourism and other economic developments, that they will not threaten, but enhance life 
 for all the people in these countries 
•    churches, that they will  grow through evangelistic efforts and in their work with those of 
 other faiths 
•    Christians to be bolder in their public witness for justice and reconciliation, especially in 
 times of political turmoil. 
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Graduating in Faith 
 
This is a season of celebration—in the church, to be sure, but also in the lives of families 
who eagerly anticipate graduation ceremonies. Graduations can happen at any time of 
life, either in the formal sense or in the many informal ways humans commemorate 
transitions into new phases of life. For many of us, however, May and June are 
Graduation Central, with all the excited hoopla that implies. 
 
When a child graduates from a school or program, parents face the bittersweet transition 
of letting go. The high school senior may leave home for college, the military, or 
independent employment; the college graduate may head off toward the myriad 
adventures of adulthood. Even the newly minted preschool alum eagerly anticipates the 
broader fields of big-kid school and greater independence. 
 
Amid the excitement, pride, fear, and uncertainty, those who have cared for these loved 
ones—parents, mentors, teachers, and others—hope their voices will travel with the 
grads. Remember, child, what we have taught you. Remember who you are. Remember 
whose you are. 
 
How fitting, then, that at this time of year the church reminds itself that God feels the 
same way about us. God wants the voice of the Spirit to travel with us. God sends us the 
Advocate—one who will stay with us even when Jesus physically returns to his Parent. 
In baptism, we have graduated into lives in Christ that may take us to unpredictable 
places. In this world of uncertainty, however, we trust that, as Jesus assures us, we need 
not be troubled or afraid. The One who reminds us who we are, and whose we are, is 
always with us. 
 


