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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of
faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.
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You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated
as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




We worship on the first day of the week because Jesus was raised on that day. Every Sunday is a little
Easter. This Sunday feels more like Easter than many as the appointed texts celebrate the reality of the
resurrection. Live it up this Lord’s day. Our God is the God of the living.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE In Thee is Gladness J.S. Bach
WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you,
or if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart,
yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression
and do not embrace the freedom

of your faithful promises.

We ignore our neighbors.

We exploit the earth.

We reject your abundance,

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships,

restore what we have broken,

renew our hearts,

and bring us to new life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:
God the Faithful One loves you,

+ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
Amen.
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0
" i
Yy o = » & 5 i
J
Lord, have mer - cy.
0
=
iy?
o
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
0
1 |
7 i
N (an s i
S - [7) i
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
8]
[z i
1 () i
Lord, have mer - cy.
0
=7

A

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Living God,

burning wild and unconfined,
you call us to a new being,

free from the fear of death:

take away the limits

that bind our imagination

and choke our compassion

that we may feel your pleasure
in all that brings us life;

through Jesus Christ, risen and ascended.
Amen.

NEW MEMBER WELCOME
WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together.

READING: Job 19:23-27a

Job suffers the loss of children, wealth, and health. Accused by his companions of wrongdoing, he knows
himself to be innocent. Here, in the midst of his suffering, Job clings to the radical hope that his vindicator,

his redeemer, lives; and that one day he himself will see God.

2«0 that my words were written down!
O that they were inscribed in a book!
4O that with an iron pen and with lead
they were engraved on a rock forever!
> For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;
2% and after my skin has been thus destroyed,
then in my flesh I shall see God,
@ whom 1 shall see on my side,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 17:1-9
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be
chanted alternately by the leader and the people.

Refrain
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Hear a just cause, O LORD; give heed ! to my cry;

listen to my prayer, which does not come from | lying lips.
*Let my vindication come forth ' from your presence;

let your eyes be ! fixed on justice.
*Examine my heart, visit | me by night,

melt me down; you will find no impuri- ' ty in me.
“I have not regarded what ' others do;

at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways ' of the violent. R
My footsteps hold fast to your | well-worn path;

and my feet | do not slip.
%I call upon you, O God, for you will ' answer me;

incline your ear to me and ' hear my words.
’Show me your marvelous ! lovingkindness,

O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand

from those who ! rise against them.

*Keep me as the apple ' of your eye;

hide me under the shadow ' of your wings,
from the wicked ! who assault me,

from my deadly enemies ' who surround me. R



READING: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17

This portion of the letter provides encouragement for the church at Thessalonica during a time of confusion
and opposition, as some allowed their concern over Jesus’ imminent return to divert them from the central
teachings of the gospel.

" As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our belng gathered together to him, we
beg you, brothers and sisters, ~ not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by
spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is
already here. ~ Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the
rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. * He
opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he
takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. * Do you not remember
that I told you these things when I was still with you?

" But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the
Lord, because God chose you as the ﬁrst fruits for salvation through sanctification by the
Spirit and through belief in the truth. '* For this purpose he called you through our
Proclamatlon of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

’ So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were
taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter.
°Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and
through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, '’ comfort your hearts and
strengthen them in every good work and word.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 20:27-38

Some Sadducees, who do not believe in the resurrection of the dead, try to trap Jesus. They formulate the
convoluted case of a serial widow who marries a succession of seven brothers. Jesus responds by teaching
about God to whom all are alive and in whom all relationships are fulfilled.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*’Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] ** and asked
him a question, “Teacher Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a w1fe
but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for hlS brother. -
Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; " then the second '
and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died chlldless ** Finally the
woman also died. " In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For
the seven had married her.”
" Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage;

*> but those who are con51dered worthy ofa place in that age and in the resurrection from
the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. *° Indeed they cannot die anymore,
because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection.
*7 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the
bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob. *Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them
are alive.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #636

How Small Our Span of Life

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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loved us to the end
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and touch us with your r1is-en life that ours may time trans-cend.
for love,both hu - man and di- vine, that lifts our hearts to praise.

10



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations. Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are
in need.

A brief silence.

God our Redeemer, bless your church universal and its leaders. Set all hearts on you
from generation to generation in anticipation of Christ’s return. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, we give thanks for the fruits and grains of harvest, for rivers and streams,
for all that is made of rock and iron. Renew the earth’s natural resources and the lands
from which they come. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of justice, we give thanks for the service of our veterans and pray for those needing
support for wounds of any kind. Strengthen those charged with the governance and
protection of vulnerable populations. Bring an end to war throughout the world. Bless
the lands and peoples of the countries in Oceania with good governance and protection
from disaster; empower churches as they share the good news of Jesus Christ.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
11



God who leads us to belief and truth, we give thanks that you are always and already
here. Nurture and support those who are unsteady in mind, unsafe in spirit, or unwell in
body. Comfort those who suffer from trauma and exposure to traumatic events.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God who gathers us together, we give thanks for our pastors and deacons, teachers and
musicians, administrators, and building caretakers. May they find joy in leadership as we
grow in faith together. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of the saints, we give thanks for all who have died in faith, especially Martin of
Tours and Seren Kierkegaard. Uplift us as we honor their memory and await your
coming in glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding
love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through E E
the participation and support of its members and guests. Because offerings
are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts
with Daybreak Shelter (including Men’s Resale Shop) E
daybreakshelter.org and Gabriel’s Horn (in conjunction with Family
Promise of P.C.) www.gabrielshelter.org
If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure
on-line portal at clevalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app).

OFFERTORY (8:00 am) Fugue in C major Pachelbel
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am): Come Before the Table Marrolli

Come before the table, O come and share the love that makes us one. O come with one spirit,
come with hope, come with one song, come and share the love. O come as you are, knowing we
all belong. Come & share the blessing, O come and share the promise. O come with one
mission, come with one love. Come with one voice. Come all near and far, let all the world
rejoice. Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, thee, who at this blessed feast art pleased to be.

The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus
at the words "Blessed is he.")
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TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the table of God.
Come, receive the food that does not perish,

a taste of life eternal.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

server that you require this.
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COMMUNION MUSIC

ELW #339  Christ, the Life of All the Living
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ELW #638

Blessed Assurance
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at rest;

1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of field and flower, wheat and grape,

you have nourished us with the bread of heaven

that gives life to the world.

Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son,
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst,

and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s
participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you,

God the Son save you,

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.
The holy Trinity bless you

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart

now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #867 In Thee Is Gladness
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission.



DISMISSAL

Children: Go in peace. Share the harvest.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Toccata in G Du Bois

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one
another and share in fellowship.
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Worship Leaders

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
Acolyte Noah Delesus
Lector Tammy Hofer Phil Hahn
Prayer Assistant Jorunn Scheiderich  Heather Budnik
Communion Assistants Bob Luckett Phil Hahn
Betty Luckett Amy Knauff
Ushers Tim Sutherland
Irene Adams
Sound/Light Tony Reinhold
Video/Livestream
Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even
Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch
Cantor Luke Venstrom
Worship Participants _ Sanctuary Choir
Communion Baker Candace Jacques
=
o =
= L (72]
SSERVICES 22 =D L

HELPING Exeer=.,
e =VOLUNTEER=

COMMUNITY S
CONTRIBUTIONS3 & LUTEAMWORK
ASSISTED &2 & PERSON
= =

22




Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Oceania: American Samoa, Cook Islands,
Fiji, French Polynesia (Maohi Nui), Kanaky, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia,
Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu,
Vanuatu.

We are thankful for:

e the amazing diversity of people and cultures living on the islands of Oceania
e the magnificent natural scenery and sea life

e the strong, faithful presence of churches in these lands

e the stories and bold witness to the impact of climate change, reminding the rest of the world
that we are all in the same ‘boat’ on this planet, 70 percent of which is covered by the ocean.

We pray for:

o cfforts to preserve these island nations in the midst of rising seas

o those adversely affected by earthquakes, volcanoes and cyclones

o those dealing with the legacy of past nuclear weapons testing and with garbage dumping
today

e good governance — especially in preserving indigenous cultures —which effectively serves
those who are impoverished, hungry, lacking education or unable to make a living.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of November 9, 2025

November 11

Martin, Bishop of Tours, died 397

Martin’s pagan father enlisted him in the Roman army. Approached by a beggar, Martin cut his
cloak in half and gave part to the man, whom he later understood as representing Christ. He
asked to leave the army, but was jailed instead. After his release, he became a preacher, and
later a bishop.

November 11

Seren Aabye Kierkegaard, teacher, died 1855

Kierkegaard was a Danish theologian whose writings also gave rise to the modern philosophy of
existentialism. He frequently attacked the complacency of the state church of his day, as well as
its desire to be accepted by polite society rather than be a stumbling block.
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Something Different

Sometimes the gospels give us the impression that Jesus would make a great lawyer. The
Sadducees seem to ask him a pretty straightforward question, but Jesus answers it as
though he is deliberately sidestepping the point. Indeed, he answers a lot of questions this
way, apparently talking about something totally unrelated to the conversation at hand. If
we pay close attention, though, we see that Jesus is directing us to an important point,
even if it seems altogether different from the original track.

The Sadducees are challenging the validity of the resurrection with a hyperbolic question
about ancient Hebrew marriage customs. But Jesus basically says, “Look, God came to
Moses in the burning bush and said, ‘I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob here and
now, in the present. And I am the God of the living, not the dead.” Therefore, God’s cho-
sen ones are alive and well after death!”

Jesus knows that the reality of the resurrection is too hard for them to understand. It’s too
hard for any of us to understand. So instead of responding to their literal question, he of-
fers some comfort. He says, “Listen, Moses already showed us that these saints are alive
and well with God. It’s okay. Don’t worry about what comes next. God’s got this.”

Death is scary, so Jesus is giving us a word of assurance to help us face it. That word is
this: “You will be resurrected. It’s okay to be afraid. It’s okay to not know what the resur-
rection will look like or who is going to be sitting where. Just remember that you are a be-
loved child of God and will be made alive together with all the saints.”
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