John 12:12-26
12 The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord—    the King of Israel!”
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:
15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.
Look, your king is coming,
    sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him. 17 So the crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to testify.[c] 18 It was also because they heard that he had performed this sign that the crowd went to meet him. 19 The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see, you can do nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!”
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew, then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.
1. How does the crowd's reception of Jesus reflect their understanding of who He is? What do you think the significance of the palm branches and the shouting "Hosanna!" reveals about the expectations of the people?

2. John notes that the disciples did not initially understand the events of the Triumphal Entry. Why do you think they were confused? How does this moment reflect how often we struggle to understand God's plan in the moment?

3. The arrival of the Greeks seeking Jesus is a turning point in the narrative. Why do you think John highlights this encounter? Why do you think Jesus responds to them with a metaphor about dying grain? 
4. What does the metaphor about dying grain teach us about the paradox of life through death? How might this apply to the ministry of the Church? How might it apply to our own lives and faith journey?

5. Jesus says, “Whoever serves me must follow me.” In what ways does following Jesus help us overcome fear and find courage in difficult circumstances? How does Jesus' life model a way of living that resists fear?

