Seven Youth to
be Confirmed on
Sunday, Jan. 18

The Rite of Confirmation will take place on
Sunday, January 18 at the 10:45am worship
service as seven of our youth are confirmed in
their faith!

The Lutheran church believes, teaches, and
practices infant Baptism because we believe
God’s Holy Spirit can and does give faith,
even to infants. Confirmation is an opportuni-
ty to give the person, who was baptized as an
infant, to stand up on their own to publicly
affirm their faith they received in Baptism.
Confirmation is a personal and voluntary act
that connects people to the congregational
membership. By being confirmed, a person is
publicly proclaiming they have studied the
Bible, the doctrine of the Lutheran Church,
and they believe in it and trust in Jesus as
their Savior.

St. Paul’s Confirmation program seeks to
equip students to grow in lifelong faith
through fostering a connection between what
is taught in class, their experience in worship,
and their daily lives. This program also helps
students to understand they are a vital and
valued part of God’s mission in this place and
the world.
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Saturday, January 31, 6:30pm
Treats and beverages provided.
Join us for fellowship and fun!

Hosted by Stewardship

Epiphany Jan. 6

The Feast of the Epiphany centers in the visit
of the Magi from the East. In that respect, it is
a “13th day” of Christmas, and yet it also
marks the beginning of a new liturgical sea-
son. Where Christmas has focused on the in-
carnation of our Lord, that is, on God becom-
ing flesh, the season of Epiphany emphasizes
the manifestation or self-revelation of God in
that same flesh of Christ. For the Lord Him-
self has entered our darkness and rises upon
us with the brightness of His true light. He
does so chiefly by His Word of the Gospel,
which He causes to be preached within His
Church on earth. As the Magi were guided by
the promises of Holy Scripture to find and
worship the Christ Child with His mother in
the house (Matt. 2:5-11), so does He call dis-
ciples from all nations by the preaching of His
Word. (from LCMS.org)



Stewardship Report

The Stewardship Board will be taking down
the Christmas decorations Saturday, January
3, from 9-11am. This is right before Epiphany
(January 6). Casey’s breakfast pizza (bacon
and sausage) will be provided.

We will be hosting a Bunco night on

Saturday, January 31 from 6:30-8:30pm in
the Family Life Center. Bunco is a fast-paced
dice game with six rounds; whoever has the
highest score wins. Treats and hot chocolate
will be served. Please join us in fighting off
cabin fever!

The Property Board has been serving donuts
and coffee in December. The Board of
Education will serve in January. The Youth
Board will serve in February.

In His Service,
Ken Kise
Stewardship Board Chairperson
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MINISTRY

St. Paul provides services to local nursing

homes once a month. Members are always
welcome to attend the services. Dates may
vary with the Christmas holiday so please

check with the church office.

e Sunny View at 2:30pm on January 18
e Rock Creek at 2pm on January 20
e Mill Pond at 2pm on January 25

Sync Our Church Directory
to Your Mobile Device
Now you can sync our church directory

directly to your Apple, Android or Kindle
Fire device with a FREE app!

Search for other members, and then
email, call or text — right from the
directory app.

It’s Easy!
1. Go to your device’s App Store.
2. Search for Instant Church Directory.

3. Enter your email as it’s listed in our
church directory.

4. Follow the directions on screen to
complete the login process.

~ Available on the
- App Store

Google play

Available on

P kindle fire

Lady Diners

Lady Diners meet on Tuesday, January 6 at
Chili’s in Ankeny at 11:30am. If you have any
questions please see Betty Berlau or Donna
Stoelk. Lady Diners is open to any single
ladies of St. Paul.
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Update from Vicar Jarrod Thomas

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from the Lord Jesus Christ,

This month at ULC has been quite busy with Advent and Christmas being upon
us. We have had special Advent midweek services that [ planned out, and we
preached on a few major sections of Zechariah, looking at how the prophet dis-
played the coming Christ especially through Joshua, the high priest at the time of
Zechariah. It has been a delightful book to preach on, as it is one of my favorite
books of the Old Testament. I am also preaching on Christmas Eve, which is
going to be a joy for me.

We have been slowly continuing through Titus on Sunday mornings, but I am
hoping to finish the first chapter before the new year. My two classes, Greek and
Confessions, have been going well. With the semester coming to a close at our
universities, we will have a little bit of a break once Christmas is over, which will
be a nice chance to finish planning and preparing for the Spring semester events
and Lenten midweek services.

We’ve also had a lot of Christmas trees to put up and decorate this month. In my
living quarters, I put up a little tree with a few ornaments for myself. Then, we
put up and decorated a massive tree for the chancel here. We also put up a tree in
the narthex and decorated it. Finally, a group of us guys went on “The Great
Christmas Tree Hunt” in Wisconsin this last weekend to get a tree for the first
floor of Luther House.

I will be in town for part of the week after Christmas, so I am looking forward to
seeing you all then! I want to thank LWML for continuing to support me! It is a
huge blessing for me as I learn how expensive it is to feed myself and keep my-
self put together.

Blessings in Christ,
Vicar Jarrod Thomas

Photos —

Top right: My Christmas
tree on a table in my living
quarters. Middle: The
Christmas tree in our Nar-
thex. Bottom left: The Christ-
mas tree in our chancel.
Bottom right: The great
Christmas tree hunting par-
ty, after a long day of driving
and bitter cold (it got down
to -10 in Wisconsin).




January Bible Studies at St. Paul

BASIC Bible Study

Thursday, January 8, 22, 29 at 10:00am. Pastor Kottlowski continues the study of Romans, follow-
ing the Apostle Paul on a course through the context of the doctrine of justification and its joyous
outflow in the life of the Christian.

Homebuilders
Sunday, January 4 at 4:00pm. The Sanctuary Is Our Home. This year Homebuilders (a group for
those interested in following Jesus as a household) will delve into the Sacrament of the Altar as the
center of life for the Christian family. From the altar where the Lord visits His people
extend the spokes of Christian living: mercy, witness, and life together as a household
held in Christ.

Men’s Fellowship & Bible Study
Men of all ages are invited to join in fellowship time and a Bible study each Thursday
night at 7:00pm. Beginning January 8 they will be studying The Augsburg Confession.

Midweek Bible Studies

Wednesdays from 6:00pm-7:00pm. Adults meet in the Sanctuary with Pastor Newton. '
Senior youth are in the youth room and junior youth meet with Laura Nelson in the youth room by the
Fellowship Hall. Worship follows at 7:00pm.

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study

Sundays at 9:30am in the FLC. Grab your coffee (in a reusable cup of course) and head into the FLC
for The Who, What, When, Where, Why of It All. Join us as we explore all that it means that Jesus de-
scends from heaven to be with us in the Divine Liturgy, why we do what we do, say what we say, sing
what we sing, and even dress how we dress! We’ll explore the Liturgy as we experience it on Sunday
mornings, we’ll dig into Holy Scripture especially in Leviticus and Hebrews, we’ll hear from the
Confessions and from other work of Martin Luther, and we’ll explore the new Companion to the
Services from CPH and other resources on what happens in worship.

Sunday Morning Youth Bible Study
Sundays at 9:30am. Join Dave Brunelle and Laura Nelson on an engaging journey through God’s
Word as we look into the lectionary and see how it points us to Jesus and our identity in Him. Each
Sunday from 9:30-10:30am, Junior youth gather with Dave and Senior youth with Laura for conversa-
tional Bible study. Together we’ll explore Christ’s teachings and rejoice in the many wonders of
God’s grace! They will not meet on January 4 or 18.

.

Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study Unfailin
Thursday, January 15 at 10:00am. Led by Pastor Kottlowski. They are continuing

with the devotional book entitled Unfailing: God’s Assurance for Times of Change by . Gods
Rev Christopher M. Kennedy. The author, Pastor Kennedy, uses examples from the Y
prophet Samuel’s life to illustrate and teach God’s promises to be with us during life’s
many changes.

o
o

for Times |

of Change



LWML Meets Tuesday, January 13

Dear Lutheran Ladies — You are personally invited to join us at our monthly Women in Mission (aka
LWML) get-togethers on the second Tuesday of the month, as well as participate in our special
events. Our next meeting is on Tuesday, January 13 at 6:30pm at St Paul. We’ll have some fellow-
ship time along with a hands-on mission project and discussion on upcoming ways to serve in the
church and community. Attend when you can - we’d love to have you (no previous experience neces-

sary!)!

As we look back on 2025, so many wonderful outreach and serving opportunities were planned and
enjoyed. Some include: visiting and financially supporting a room at Hope’s Women & Children Shel-
ter; served multiple organizations through projects completed at our annual Mission Workshop; meals
and desserts served to support church events and catechumen classes; made bookmarks for church
hymnals; hosted bingo at AHEPA Senior Center; LWML Sunday; our fifth annual Craft & Vendor
Fair; supported St. Paul related seminary students; Advent by Candlelight; altar guild; and the purchase
of Christmas poinsettias and Easter lilies; made and donated fleece tie blankets to Joppa; handcrafted
and sent out over 400 greeting and encouragement cards; had connections with our youth though “kid
watch” events; personalized confirmation and graduation gifts; and prepared Christmas program

gifts. And, in between it all, we also enjoyed some time building relationships through dinners, playing
games, devotions, and working on events.

These opportunities are a wonderful testament to the serving mindset at our church, the work of our
faithful crew of servants, those who pray for us, and the newbies who have jumped into our fun crazi-
ness. So, as you’re thinking about 2026, keep LWML in mind and come when you can.

It’s been a pleasure serving with you in 2025 and we can’t wait to see where our mission mindedness
takes us in 2026! See you on January 13!

Your LWML Board and Sisters in Christ, ( ) LW
Kim Rasler, Sue Stoll, Betty Berlau, and Vicki Sickels T e e

Building Healthy Families

The beginning of a New Year can bring feelings of anticipation, excitement, and hope as we start with
a clean slate, our resolutions to keep. Still looking for ideas that will bring new life to your New Year?

How about one of these —

e Read from Scripture 15 minutes every day

Go to church every Sunday (or during the week if your church offers services)
Set aside 20 minutes at the end of the day to pray

Join a Bible study group

Memorize a new Bible verse each week

Don’t give up! It takes six weeks of doing something repeatedly to make it a habit. Happy and blessed
New Year to you and your family! — Lutheran Family Service



Midweek Begins
January 14

It’s back! After breaking for Christmas and
New Year’s, Midweek begins again on
Wednesday, January 14. All ages are invited
to join us for a meal from 5:00-6:00pm, Bible
studies and Confirmation 6:00-7:00pm and
service at 7:00pm.

Pastor Newton * Adults

Caitlin Remington * High School

Laura Nelson ¢ Confirmation

Alyssa Wendzel ¢ 4th-5th Grades
Amber Giese * 2nd-3rd Grades

Karen Kisker * Kindergarten-1st Grades
Joyce Binneboese * PreK

The nursery team is also available during the
Bible study hour!

Bring your little ones to St. Paul Lutheran Church on the
1st & 3rd Mondays of each month for and

Afterward, stick around as we learn about J E S U S through

SONG, DANCE, STORIES & MORE!

£S g 180
bS 0-5 X oroR®
~

Adult participation encouraged, Complimentary coffee provided.

sr youth
summer 2026
Pazent +Teen Info Meeting
£ January 28 11:45am-12:15pm 4 A;v-;.,;_v\:

Our first informational meeting about

the 2026 Higher Things Conference (June 30
—July 1 in St. Louis, MO) will be Sunday,
January 25 from 11:45am—12:15pm in the
Youth Room. PRO TIP: Take a few minutes
to review the materials Laura Nelson shares
ahead of time so you have a handle on the
basics. This meeting will last 30 minutes or
less. Important: Attending does not commit
you to the trip. Parents and students ages 14—
19 are encouraged to attend together. We
hope to see a room full of smiling faces!

SUNDAY MORNING
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January Youth Calendar

Jan. 4 — Fellowship only. No Sunday school or Bible classes

Jan. 4 — Junior Youth Sunday Funday Noon-2:00pm

Jan. 7 — Worship only 7:00pm. No Midweek or meal

Jan. 11 — Youth Bible Studies 9:30-10:30am

Jan. 11 — Senior Youth Sunday Funday Noon-2:00pm

Jan. 14 — Midweek 5-7:30pm (Supper, Study and Service)

Jan. 18 — Confession of Saint Peter with the Rite of Confirmation 10:45am

Jan. 18 — No Junior or Senior Youth Bible Studies. Sunday School for preK—5th grade only
Jan. 21 — Midweek 5-7:30pm (Supper, Study and Service)

Jan. 25 — Junior and Youth Bible Studies 9:30-10:30am

Jan. 25 — Parent & Teen Higher Things Conference Info Meeting 11:45am-12:15pm
Jan. 25 — Mill Pond Service and Sunday Sips 1:40pm-3:00pm

Jan. 28 — Midweek 5-7:30pm (Supper, Study and Service)
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Junior youth is kicking off the new year
with a Sunday Funday on January 4
designed to reconnect and have a blast!
Expect high-energy games, tasty treats,
a short devotion, and lots of time to
laugh, move, and just be together again.

It’s all about fun, friendship, and getting Sunday, January 11 the senior youth are
back into the groove as a group. Drop heading off campus to tackle an escape room
off at Noon and pick up at 2:00pm. We together—working as a team, thinking fast,
can’t wait to reconnect and have some and enjoying time together outside our usual
serious fun! space. It’s a fun way for students to spend

time together and do something a little differ-
ent. Friends are always welcome!




November Council Meeting Minutes

Meeting November 18, 2025, 6:30pm. In attendance: Pastor Joel Newton, Director of Youth Ministry
Laura Nelson, Tim Davies, Mike Giese, Adam Haselhuhn, Ken Kise, Dave Reddel, Josh Remington,
Duane Suhr, and Jennifer Thompson. Absent: Amber Giese, Joel Ott, Megan von Qualen, and Mike
Sickels. Devotion led by Pastor Newton on Hebrews 4:9-16 with excerpts from To Live with Christ.

October 21 meeting minutes motion to approve: Jennifer Thompson, seconded to approve: Adam
Haselhuhn, Approval: unanimously approved.

Staff reports from Pastor Newton and Laura Nelson. Motion to approve staff reports: Ken Kise, se-
conded to approve: David Reddel. Approval: unanimously approved

Financial report motion to approve report: Jennifer Thompson, seconded to approve: Adam Haselhuhn
Approval: unanimously approved.

Board Reports (provided by the following members)
Education - Amber Giese (written form only)

Children & Family - Megan von Qualen (written form only)
Evangelism — Josh Remington

Youth - Jennifer Thompson

Stewardship - Ken Kise

Elders - Adam Haselhuhn

Property — no report

Motion to approve board reports: Tim Davies, seconded to approve: Mike Giese
Approval: unanimously approved

Old Business
None

New Business

Pastor Kottlowski housing allowance: $15,000 - this will not increase his salary, just allocate this por-
tion towards housing. Motion to approve: Josh Remington, seconded to approve: Adam Haselhuhn
Approval: unanimously approved.

Nominations for Synod president, vice president, and regional president: Nominations to be brought up
at the voters assembly.

Budget: David went through the proposed budget numbers with council members. No changes were
made to the draft provided. Motion to approve: Ken Kise, seconded to approve: Jennifer Thompson
Approval: unanimously approved. The plan is to place December voters assembly material into mem-
ber’s mail slots this Sunday.

Next meeting — December 16, 2025, 6:30pm at Suhr’s residence. Motion to adjourn: Mike Giese, se-
conded to approve: Ken Kise, Approval: unanimously approved

Lord’s Prayer recited to end the meeting.



S[ug UIMIR(S 2y el 0T
SAIAB(] W 2 BSIEIN (90

SILIBS.RAIUUY
SuippIs Arenuep

JFoyapreom Afey

ANy udjAe g

Kqooaer mo

wmaq Aquy

mqeH auerq sursoy arueydalg

AS3AH AN IsaLn aurelg

sng waIef ;1€ Iay3e1e DI UuA[eey

suny qreg TaspeN NeN

SuR[ UR[TY Surpaog AsqeH
umoIg anoo) € UOSIdPUY wWif
ssaussue \\ WAL 16T sewoy L A9 :

1B M [RLIBYORZ uo13unuay [enwes
[R1QURIT [sof 18T W[V RYEM :
uospiae 20 : LT jueIn Awwe] :
pIeqqny qoder SaSPOH ANy :
RIOH M) ST K3AIS poY :
yoesap 1107 17T UaNIeH Uame
UL prRuRg (17 UASIIYOY WIme( :

[ seany 0z duwreoqions 943
doo) Aueiag (61 mATRy 1eydolstny) :

sAepylag Arenuep

81
91
61

(mg7) Aopperg dug (Y1) A3[pelg A)S [PIqURIY WL — WeSH Q]
BIOH LN TeuLapuns Apuey "WIATRIN Ay — WeQ): 8
ST ¥ ST Atenuep

ustpne Ty [eppay plae@ — Weshi0l

uueuLIe § £Q[0)) “UURTLIE { [d8) UURTLIYR ] JJ3f "2ARIS S T— WE((:8
11 » ¢ Atenuep

SHYIHSN

stqpran uor addaq ueq SO UO[ ‘Ne[Iag Anag

ST Atenuer 8T Atenuep

Y[20)S BUUO(T ‘NepIag Aneg K2AJIS POY “WROOIN ukema(]
T Atenuer ¥ Atenuep

SHAINNOD ONIIHAAO

PIeQQUH qOdef :§T
81

[PUTODIN Uy 3 Auag 11
0

SHAMO A AvVI IV

03[ UOf 6T
asney Arn Q1

Kaperg 2A1S 11

PUSSTUMO [, 2A3)S 2 Apues uaeny) UoA 12)2d (0
JULIINNOD AVITV SAIA THL 10 ¥aa1d

970C AYVONVT




wdpg:g-wdog:o

Apws 2qqig ¥
dupmopg s, LN wdoo:L

Apms
2AQIE DISVH wego:01l

[esreayay soyd wdog:L
1A wdpo:L

Yeampi wdoo:£-00:9
[esteanay [j2qpmeH wdgy:g

(sdis Aepung 2y 201ARS IO IS 31)
DIARS puod (PN wd00:T
JjeuaumMPIe) OO N
SupaaN U AU WeSH T
ao1anRs diysiop Wegio1
SAAPWS 2[q1d WeOE:6

JYBIN ooung AN wdoo:9-00:s [001PS Aepung WegI:6
fpdeyD wegs:6 dnoin swow weo:01 FunRN JrIS Wepo:6 a1ans diysiop wepo:s
£ (43 6C 8§C Ll 9c (Y4
Apws Qg ¥ : 201ARS MarA Auuns wdog:z
dupmopas, Wy wdeo:L [esIeay=y 110D :&om”n JeuaUMIPE.) UOON
g wd0o:L | Fupaagy punod wdog:o uoReULIUOD JO Y
Apus FRRMPIN .&80.86 ¥ 20115 diTsIoN Wes k01
qId DISVE Weoo:01 [BSTeUY [[PqPIRH Wds]:s IARS : (£uo g-a1d)
N wd00:9-00:§ ¥ea1D oy wdgg:z | SPYN 2UNEUOS W00 [00IpS Aepuns weST:6
fadeyD weos:6 dnaip swopN weeo:01 Bun Jus Weeo:6 RS diysiom Wepo:s
144 £C 44 Ic oc 61 87
Apwys 2qqig ¥ '
drmofpas, BN wd0o:L ey H1oy wdog:L Aepung
d1ass wdo:L Aepuns pnox 1§ wdz-z1
Apus Yyoampin wdoo:L-00:9 sunaa s1ep1g wdog:o 201a128 digsiop wegio1
21qid SaIpeT WeQQ:01 [esreayay [j2qpueH wdgr:g SaIpys 2qIg Wes:6
2N wdoo:9-00:§ TAMT wdog:9 FunRPIW RIS W06 [ooyPs Aepuns wes|:6
adey) weps:6 dnoip swopy wepo:01 1atag diysiop mepo:g
4 § 91 1y4 144 £l cl 144
Apmys 2qig ¥
dipmopag s, ey wdoo:L
FunaaN suapjmgauoy wdoo:t
Apuis preog mno X wdog:s Aepung Aepuns pno 1 wdz-z1
2qId DISVE We:01 1ass wdoo:L 201A198 dIYSIOM WeSH:0T
s ApeT WweQe 1 SuneaN RIS Weoo:6 514 w dismoy A
edey) weps:s dnoip swow wepe:01 ad1a1ag diysiop wepQ:s
(24 6 8 L 9 {9 t
SUONRIOd2P
SETmSHYD)
UMOP AYBL WO 6
£ < pasol) solo |
jes 2F ] nylL P3M anL Uo uns

9707 Aaenuep




