October 26 Sermon - Pastor Keith Moore
Series: Abiding In Christ Part 5
Sermon: Cut Back to Grow More
Focus Passages: John 15:2b & Selected Passages
[bookmark: _v65sf461qjiq]Icebreaker: If God used gardening as a metaphor for your spiritual life, would you describe yourself as a plant being watered, trimmed, or replanted?
[bookmark: _4mas20ho9f75]Transition
Pastor Keith reminded us that pruning is God’s way of producing greater fruit in our lives. It’s not punishment, but it’s preparation. God’s pruning might look like loss, disappointment, or change, but in His hands, it becomes the process that deepens faith, strengthens character, and brings joy. Today, we’ll discuss how God lovingly “cuts us back” so we can grow stronger and bear more fruit for His glory.
[bookmark: _ffhmx4u7ibs7]Discussion Questions
[bookmark: _lyeexaqnhuru]1. Read John 15:1–2. Why do you think God prunes even fruitful branches?
Leader Guide: Because pruning isn’t about punishment, but it’s about preparation. Pastor Keith explained that God “cuts us back not to punish us, but to prepare us to grow more.” Pruning removes what’s holding us back. Things like comforts, habits, or distractions, so we can become more fruitful. Encourage discussion on how God might be doing this in different areas of life. 
[bookmark: _6rewqw5zu6hi]2. Pastor Keith said, “We all want growth, but not pruning.” Why do you think we resist God’s pruning in our lives?
Leader Guide: Because pruning hurts and often feels like loss. We want results without refinement. Discuss why we sometimes confuse God’s cutting with rejection rather than care. Cross references: James 1:2–4; Romans 8:28–29.
[bookmark: _ob6vf6kyjtlq]3. Read Psalm 66:10–12. How does this passage show that God’s pruning leads to abundance?
Leader Guide: The psalmist declares that after testing and refining, God “brought us to a place of abundance.” No pruning season lasts forever, but no fruitful branch escapes it. The outcome of refinement is abundance, which is more faith, more strength, more fruit. Encourage group members to share how God used hardship to lead them into greater blessing or maturity.
[bookmark: _dyrreiqe67r7]4. According to Tim Keller: “Nothing is cut off that wouldn’t have been a loss to keep.” How does this truth help us trust God during painful seasons?
Leader Guide: It reminds us that God’s pruning is calculated compassion, not random pain. He knows exactly what to remove to protect and develop our growth. This builds trust that God never wastes a hurt. Cross references: 1 Peter 1:6–7; Jeremiah 29:11.
[bookmark: _mybcrd4pvr93]5. Read James 1:2–4. How can we learn to find joy in the process of pruning?
Leader Guide: Joy doesn’t mean pretending the pain feels good. It means trusting that it’s doing good. Pastor Keith said, “He’s not asking you to feel happy; He’s asking you to choose a new perspective.” Encourage the group to see pruning through the lens of faith, knowing that endurance and maturity are the fruit of testing. Cross reference: Romans 5:3–5.
[bookmark: _axiuwf4r1sqo]6. Pastor Keith listed four responses to pruning: Learn, Trust, Obey, and Rejoice. Which of these is hardest for you, and why?
Leader Guide: Invite honest reflection. Learning means asking, “What is God teaching me?” Trusting means believing the Gardener knows best. Obeying means staying connected even when it hurts. Rejoicing means choosing to see beyond the pain. Discuss how each of these helps believers abide in Christ more deeply. Cross reference: Proverbs 3:5–6; John 15:5.
[bookmark: _ovhfjts9btud]7. Read John 15:2 and Philippians 1:6. How does knowing God finishes what He starts help you face pruning seasons with faith?
Leader Guide: It reassures us that pruning has a purpose and an end. God doesn’t start a work He won’t complete. Pastor Keith closed by saying, “When God cuts you back, He’s not taking something from you, but He’s making room for more of Himself in you.” Encourage the group to reflect on areas where they need to trust God’s continued work.
[bookmark: _60epv9vfrb0t]Closing Reflection
Encourage participants to share one area of their life where they sense God might be pruning them right now and one way they can respond in faith this week.

