
Sunday, October 15, 2023

Proverbs: Wealth & Poverty 
Some Proverbs on the poor
6:6-11, the sluggard will end up poor if they do not work and love sleep.
10:15 The wealth of the rich is their fortified city, but poverty is the ruin of the poor.
14:20 The poor are shunned even by their neighbors, but the rich have many friends.
14:21 It is a sin to despise one’s neighbor, but blessed is the one who is kind to the 
needy.
14:31 Whoever opposes the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind 
to the need honors God.
19:17 Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward them for what 
they have done.

Some Proverbs on the rich
11:28 Those who trust in their riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green 
leaf.
16:19 Better to be lowly in spirit along with the oppressed than to share plunder with the 
proud.
18:23 The poor plead for mercy, but the rich answer harshly.
21:17 Whoever loves pleasure will become poor; whoever loves wine and olive oil will 
never be rich.
22:9 The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor.
28:11 The rich are wise in their own eyes; one who is poor and discerning sees how 
deluded they are.

Avoid the temptations of wealth and poverty
Proverbs 30:7-9 “Two things I ask of you, Lord; do not refuse me before I die: Keep 
falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my 
daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the 
Lord?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.

Questions 
1. Why does God defend the cause of the poor so much?

2. Why are the dangers of riches so frequently warned against?

3. How does wealth make friendship easier or harder?

4. Of the two dangers in Proverbs 30:7-9, which are you more tempted towards? To 

forget God, or to begrudge him for your hardships?

5. How might God be challenging you to trust in him more in how you view money, 

and how you treat those with much and those with little?

6. How does remembering what Christ has done for us, help us have a more sober 

view of our money and our relationships with the rich and poor?
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