
December 3,  2023

Sermon Discussion Questions 
Mark 1:1-8 

1. This passage is heavily focused on John the Baptist and the purpose of his 
ministry. What do you see in verses 1-3 that highlights his importance? What do 
you make of his importance? 

2. What does John’s foretold arrival reveal to you about the Lord and his work in 
human history? How does this knowledge strengthen your faith in this moment? 

3. Take a look at Malachi 3:1-4 and Isaiah 40:3-5. Both passages foretell John’s 
arrival. Mark references both passages in 1:2-3. Based on the purpose of Mark’s 
overall message in 1:1-8, why do you think he only identifies the prophet Isaiah 
and not Malachi in verse 2? (Hint: consider the “vibe” of the Malachi and Isaiah 
passages) 

4. Based on your answer to the question above, do you feel encouraged or even 
excited about the conclusion you have drawn? How so? 

5. What stands out to you in John’s message in verses 7-8? Look closely at verse 
8. There is a big similarity and a big contrast in John’s words. Explain these. 

6. What does it feel like to look backward on the events in Mark 1:1-8 that made the 
way for us to be saved? What realization surfaces for you?


