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Luke 10:25-37 (NIV), Jesus’ Mercy 

Notes:
• The word for “to test” in v. 25 has the sense of entrapment. He intends to cause Jesus 

to make a mistake with a tricky question.
• The law says contact with a dead body results in ritual defilement. Pharisees believed 

even if one’s shadow touched a dead body it would defile them. The law was less 
strict for a Levite than a Priest but even the Levite avoids the man. However, the text 
does not mention the texts as motivation for the clear implication is they failed to obey 
the weightier matters of the law and love their neighbor.1

• The Gospel consistently depict hostility between Jews and Samaritans who were 
considered an unclean people, possibly half-breeds and heretics. Yet, they believed 
only the Pentateuch was authoritative and rejected the rest of the Old Testament.

• If we read the expert in the law as concerned with “works righteousness” Jesus 
conclusion that he should “go and do likewise” appears counterintuitive. This imposes 
an important theological truth onto the text and misses the point of the parable.

Questions 
1. We are told the expert in the law asked Jesus two questions “to test” him (v.25) and 

“to justify” himself (v.29). Why does that matter for the way Jesus responds to him?

2. What would be a sympathetic reading of the lawyer’s question? How do you often 

seek to limit the extent of the command to love others?

3. What does the parable say about who our neighbor is? Does our duty to love each 

other in the church outweighs our duty to love our neighbor? It is proper to even 
consider one a priority over the other?


4. Why does Jesus tell the lawyer at the end to “Go and do likewise.,” (v. 37)? If he is 
not encouraging works righteousness, then what is he doing?


5. How might God be challenging you to prioritize mercy over religious duty in who 
you demonstrate love to?

 Scholars say texts such as Lev. 21:1; Num. 5:2; 19:2–13; Ezek. 44:25–27 but do not excuse 1

the behavior.
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