
 

 Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service. 
 The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask 

deacons for a receiver. 
 Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the  

Education Building. 
 A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in the 

Education Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the 
needs of their children. 

 
 

 
 
 The Women of the Church will hold its annual Jubilee Luncheon on 

Tuesday, March 19, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Jackson Hall, 
where Laurie Meberg with Bridge Europe will speak. There will be a 
Prayer Time for Missions in Smith Chapel before the luncheon from 
11:00 to 11:30 a.m. The event cost is $9 per person. College students 
may attend for free. All registrations must be completed by Thursday, 
March 14, at 3:00 p.m. by filling out the registration form on the 
website, the church app, or by calling Lisa Cole at (803) 799-9062. 

 
 We are looking for volunteers to serve in the nursery during our Palm 

and Easter Sunday morning services. If you are able to serve in this 
way, please fill out the form on the church app or website. 

 
 All ladies are invited for an evening of fellowship and growth at our 

spring Discipleship Together event. On Tuesday, April 23 at 5:30 
p.m., we will gather for a fun dinner in Jackson Hall before moving 
over to the sanctuary to hear from our own Dr. Neil Stewart. 
Registration is now open for this free event!  

 
 We are having a college lunch today in Jackson Hall following the 

11:15 a.m. service. We invite college students and church members to 
attend.  

  
For more information on upcoming events,  

please visit the church website. 

   
Office  (803) 799-9062 

www.firstprescolumbia.org 
info@firstprescolumbia.org  

 
Rev. Bryan Bult, Associate Minister to Seniors 

Rev. David Henderson, Associate Minister of Discipleship 
Rev. Sean Henderson, Associate Minister of Missions 

Rev. David Lauten, Senior Associate Minister of Congregational Care 
Rev. Josh Squires, Associate Minister of Counseling  

   
“God is the Ruler Yet”  

Psalm 9 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart 

+   DOXOLOGY                      OLD HUNDREDTH 
  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.  
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 103.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                   John 3:16-21 

 (Pew Bible page 888, Children’s Bible page 1146) 
 
SERMON:   Of the Father’s Love Begotten           Dr. Neil C. Stewart  
 

“Scared of the Light?” 
 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 +  HYMN 3:  Give To Our God Immortal Praise (Psalm 136)     WARRINGTON 

 
+  BENEDICTION 
  
+  CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:              HIGHLAND CATHEDRAL  
  

Search me, O God, search me and know my heart, 
Try me, O God, my mind and spirit try, 
Keep me from any path that gives thee pain, 
And lead me in the everlasting way. 
 

POSTLUDE:   Chorale Prelude on “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
       Paul Manz 



 

The people who walked in darkness   
have seen a great light;   

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,   
on them has light shined.  

  (Isaiah 9:2, ESV) 
 
 

 (+ Congregation, please stand if able.) 
 
 

 
PRELUDE:   Prelude on “Rhosymedre”       Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INTROIT:   O Gladsome Light              LE CANTIQUE DE SIMEON 

 

O gladsome light, O grace of God the Father's face, 
Th’ eternal splendor wearing; celestial, holy, blest, 
Our Savior Jesus Christ, joyful in Thine appearing. 
 
To Thee of right belongs all praise of holy songs, 
O Son of God, Life-giver; thee, therefore, O Most High, 
The world doth glorify, and shall exalt forever. Amen. 

 
The Chancel Choir 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                  Mr. Bult (8:30) Mr. Squires (11:15) 
  

+  HYMN:   Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies              DIX 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+  INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER  
  

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
+  CONFESSION OF FAITH  

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 

and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven;  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
+ GLORIA PATRI LADY STREET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

 
8:30 A.M. 

Wesley McElveen Rice, son of  Savannah and Mac Rice 

 
11:15 A.M. 

Elliott Haines Lee, daughter of  Ansley and Alex Lee 

 
BAPTISMAL HYMN: Our Children, Lord, in Faith and Prayer      ARMENIA 

 
Our children, Lord, in faith and pray’r, we now devote to thee; 
Let them thy cov’nant mercies share, and thy salvation see. 
  
In early days their hearts secure from worldly snares, we pray; 
O let them to the end endure in every righteous way. Amen.  

 
CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION Dr. Stewart 
    

Heavenly Father, by nature, we are those who have neither 
knowledge nor understanding; we walk about in deep darkness. 
Like a blind man, we stumble in our thoughts, words, and deeds. 
You have told us to be sure of this, “…that no immoral or impure 
person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with 
empty words for, because of these things, the wrath of God comes 

upon the sons of disobedience.” Have mercy upon us, Oh Lord, 
for Jesus’ sake. Remember the day He made propitiation for our 
sins, when you turned your wrath away from us and onto Your 
own dear Son and pardon our iniquity for it is great. Amen.   
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

MORNING PRAYER  

 

+  HYMN:  How Deep the Father's Love For Us                           Stuart Townend 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

 

OFFERTORY:   Lead, Kindly Light              arr. Mack Wilberg 
 
Lead, kindly light, amid th’ encircling gloom; 
Lead thou me on! 
The night is dark, and I am far from home; 
Lead thou me on! 
Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see 
The distant scene, one step enough for me. 
 
I was not ever thus, nor pray’d that thou 
Shouldst lead me on. 
I loved to choose and see my path; but now, 
Lead thou me on! 
I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 
Pride ruled my will. Remember not past years. 
 
So long thy pow’r hast blest me, sure it still 
Will lead me on 
O'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till 
The night is gone. 
And with the morn those angel faces smile, 
Which I have loved long since, and lost a while! 
Lead thou me on!      

 



DIVINE WORSHIP 
8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M. 

  
The people who walked in darkness   

have seen a great light;   
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,   

on them has light shined.  
  (Isaiah 9:2, ESV) 

 
 
PRELUDE:   Prelude on “Rhosymedre”        

Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INTROIT:   O Gladsome Light   LE CANTIQUE DE SIMEON  
 
O gladsome light, O grace of God the Father's face, 
Th’ eternal splendor wearing; celestial, holy, blest, 
Our Savior Jesus Christ, joyful in Thine appearing. 
 
To Thee of right belongs all praise of holy songs, 
O Son of God, Life-giver; thee,  
therefore, O Most High, 
The world doth glorify, and shall exalt forever. 
Amen. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 



HYMN:  Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies  
                 

Christ whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
Triumph over the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Unaccompanied by thee; 
Joyless is the day's return, 
Till thy mercy’s beams I see, 
Till they inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 
Visit, then, this soul of mine; 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
Fill me, Radiancy divine; 
Scatter all my unbelief; 
More and more thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 
 
INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER  
  
Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 



the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH 
  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son 
our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; 
born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius 
Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven; and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 
holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI  
 
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the 
Son, glory be to the Holy Spirit, binding all the 
church as one! As it was in the beginning as is now 
and e’er shall be, world without end! Amen. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
8:30 A.M. 
Wesley McElveen Rice, son of Savannah and Mac 
Rice 



11:15 A.M. 
Elliott Haines Lee, daughter of Ansley and Alex Lee 
 
BAPTISMAL HYMN: Our Children, Lord, in Faith 
and Prayer    
 
Our children, Lord, in faith and pray’r,  
we now devote to thee; 
Let them thy cov’nant mercies share,  
and thy salvation see. 
  
In early days their hearts secure  
from worldly snares, we pray; 
O let them to the end endure  
in every righteous way. Amen.  
 
CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
    
Heavenly Father, by nature, we are those who have 
neither knowledge nor understanding; we walk 
about in deep darkness. Like a blind man, we 
stumble in our thoughts, words, and deeds. You 
have told us to be sure of this, “…that no immoral 
or impure person or covetous man, who is an 
idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words 
for, because of these things, the wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience.” Have mercy upon 
us, Oh Lord, for Jesus’ sake. Remember the day He 
made propitiation for our sins, when you turned 



your wrath away from us and onto Your own dear 
Son and pardon our iniquity for it is great. Amen.   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
MORNING PRAYER  
 
HYMN:  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us  
 
How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss— 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
 
Behold the man upon a cross, 
My sin upon His shoulder, 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held Him there  
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life— 
I know that it is finished. 
 
I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 



His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer; 
But this I know with all my heart— 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 
OFFERTORY:  Lead, Kindly Light 

       Arr. Mack Walberg 
Lead, kindly light, amid th’ encircling gloom; 
Lead thou me on! 
The night is dark, and I am far from home; 
Lead thou me on! 
Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see 
The distant scene, one step enough for me. 
 
I was not ever thus, nor pray’d that thou 
Shouldst lead me on. 
I loved to choose and see my path; but now, 
Lead thou me on! 
I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 
Pride ruled my will. Remember not past years. 
 
So long thy pow’r hast blest me, sure it still 
Will lead me on 
O'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till 
The night is gone. 
And with the morn those angel faces smile, 
Which I have loved long since, and lost a while! 
Lead thou me on!      



DOXOLOGY:   
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON           John 3:16-21 
 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through 
him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, 
but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has 
come into the world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light because their works were 
evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates 
the light and does not come to the light, lest his works 
should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is 
true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen 
that his works have been carried out in God.”   
 
SERMON:              Dr. Neil Stewart 
“Scared of the Light?” 



PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 
 
Give to our God immortal praise; 
mercy and truth are all his ways: 
wonders of grace to God belong; 
repeat his mercies in your song. 
 
Give to the Lord of lords renown; 
the King of kings with glory crown: 
His mercies ever shall endure, 
when lords and kings are known no more. 
 
He built the earth, he spread the sky, 
and fixed the starry lights on high: 
wonders of grace to God belong; 
repeat his mercies in your song. 
 
He fills the sun with morning light; 
He bids the moon direct the night: 
His mercies ever shall endure, 
when suns and moons shall shine no more. 
 
He sent his Son with pow'r to save 
from guilt and darkness and the grave: 
wonders of grace to God belong; 
repeat his mercies in your song. 
 
Through this vain world he guides our feet, 
and leads us to his heav'nly seat: 



His mercies ever shall endure, 
when this vain world shall be no more. 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:   
 
Search me, O God, search me and know my heart, 
Try me, O God, my mind and spirit try, 
Keep me from any path that gives thee pain, 
And lead me in the everlasting way. 
 
POSTLUDE:              Paul Manz 
Chorale Prelude on “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
  




