
DI VI NE  WOR S H I P
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.
JEREMIAH 17:7, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

PRELUDE   Fanfare and Trumpet Tune on “Nicaea”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT   A Blessing

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 
Teach and help each other in all wisdom; 
And thankfully sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God. 

Being sure whatever you do, in word or deed is accomplished 
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Friend and Savior of the world. 
 Colossians 3:16–17, adapt. Carlton R. Young

The Youth Chorus
Dr. Daniel Cole, director; Mr. Joseph Eller, clarinet

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN 341   O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping Through Us

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in 
Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; 
born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, 
and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven; and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to the Holy Spirit, 
Binding all the church as one! 
As it was in the beginning 
As is now and e’er shall be, 
World without end! Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON 8:30 a.m.   

CHILDREN’S HYMN 590 8:30 a.m.   Jesus, Master, Whose I Am
   					     (Stanzas 1 & 2) 

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Our Father, You are a God of faithfulness and without injustice; righteous 
and upright are You. You have promised to keep us as the apple of Your 
eye, to shelter us beneath the shadow of Your wings, and to supply all our 
needs according to Your riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Yet we confess 
still we doubt, still we fear, and still we crave evidence rather than resting 
in simple, child-like faith. Like Israel of old, we daily put you to the test, 
saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” Forgive us, Lord, for our unbelief. 
Wash us anew in the blood of Jesus, who died for all our sins. Through 
Him, the author and perfecter of our faith, we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. And have mercy on those who doubt.

MORNING PRAYER

HYMN 655    O Safe to the Rock That Is Higher Than I

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Come, Thou fount of ev’ry blessing 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
Mount of Thy redeeming love. 
  
Come, Thou blessed Savior, come, 
Come, Thou fount of all our care. 
Come, Thou Lord of earth and heaven, 
Blest Redeemer, Gift most rare. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wand’ring from the throne of God. 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood. 
  
O to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 
Bring my wand’ring heart to Thee! 
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,  
Seal it for Thy courts above.

Robert Robinson (1735–1790) 

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON

SERMON   “Doubting Thomas”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 305   Arise, My Soul, Arise

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 359   Blest Be the Tie That Binds

Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love: 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above.

POSTLUDE   Toccata on “Aberystwyth”
Mr. Thomas Russell, organist

Christopher Tambling

Rev. Sean Henderson (8:30 a.m.)
Rev. David Henderson (11:15 a.m.)

Carlton R. Young
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LORD’S DAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2025
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

JOIN US AT 6:00 P.M. FOR EVENING WORSHIP

The Way of Wisdom: An Overview of Proverbs 
“There She Was, Just a Walkin' Down the Street” 

Proverbs 8 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart

SE R MON  NOT E S
“Doubting Thomas”

John 20:24–31 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart

WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask a 
deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building. 
A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education 
Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Are you interested in learning more about First Presbyterian Church or 
looking to join? The Inquirers Class meets on Sunday and Wednesday. 
Fall sessions begin September 21 and November 2. If  you plan to attend, 
please register on the church app or website at firstprescolumbia.org/
sundayschool.

Please join us at First Presbyterian Church October 10–12 for the Global 
Ministries Conference. This year’s conference topic is “BUILD: The 
Importance of  Planting Churches in Every Corner of  the Earth.” We are 
pleased to host speaker, Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas. Registration and more 
information is available at firstprescolumbia.org/build.

PASTORAL STAFF
Dr. Neil C. Stewart, Senior Minister

Rev. Bryan Bult, Associate Minister to Seniors
Rev. David Henderson, Associate Minister of Discipleship

Rev. Sean Henderson, Associate Minister of Missions
Dr. David Lauten, Senior Associate Minister of Congregational Care

Rev. Josh Squires, Associate Minister of Counseling

Office (803) 799-9062 | firstprescolumbia.org | info@firstprescolumbia.org 1324 Marion Street, Columbia, SC

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of Lula and Tom Ryan by their children and grandchildren.
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DI VI NE  WOR SH I P
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.
JEREMIAH 17:7, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

PRELUDE   
Fanfare and Trumpet Tune on “Nicaea”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rev. Sean Henderson (8:30 a.m.)  Rev. David Henderson (11:15 a.m.)

INTROIT   
A Blessing 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;
Teach and help each other in all wisdom;
And thankfully sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God.

Being sure whatever you do, in word or deed is accomplished
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Friend and Savior of the world.
Colossians 3:16–17, adapt. Carlton R. Young

The Youth Chorus
Dr. Daniel Cole, director; Mr. Joseph Eller, clarinet

CALL TO WORSHIP

Christopher Tambling

Carlton R. Young



HYMN 341  

O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping Through Us

O Breath of life, come sweeping through us,
Revive your church with life and pow’r.
O Breath of Life, come, cleanse, renew us,
And fit your church to meet this hour.

O Wind of God, come bend us, break us,
Till humbly we confess our need;
Then in your tenderness remake us,
Revive, restore, for this we plead.

O Breath of love, come breathe within us,
Renewing thought and will and heart;
Come, Love of Christ, afresh to win us,
Revive your church in every part.

O Heart of Christ, once broken for us,
‘Tis there we find our strength and rest;
Our broken, contrite hearts now solace,
And let your waiting church be blest.

Revive us, Lord! Is zeal abating
While harvest fields are vast and white?
Revive us, Lord, the world is waiting,
Equip your church to spread the light.

 spiritus vita

+ 



INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin 
Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, 
and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose  
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to the Holy Spirit, 
Binding all the church as one! 
As it was in the beginning 
As is now and e’er shall be, 
World without end! Amen.

+
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 8:30 A.M.

CHILDREN’S HYMN 590 8:30 A.M.

Jesus, Master, Whose I Am (Stanzas 1 & 2)

Jesus, Master, whose I am,
Purchased thine alone to be
By thy blood, O spotless Lamb,
Shed so willingly for me,
Let my heart be all thine own,
Let me live to thee alone.

Jesus, Master, I am thine:
Keep me faithful, keep me near;
Let thy presence in me shine
All my homeward way to cheer.
Jesus, at thy feet I fall,
O be thou my all in all.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Our Father, You are a God of faithfulness and without 
injustice; righteous and upright are You. You have 
promised to keep us as the apple of Your eye, to shelter us 
beneath the shadow of Your wings, and to supply all our 
needs according to Your riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Yet 
we confess still we doubt, still we fear, and still we crave 
evidence rather than resting in simple, child-like faith. 
Like Israel of old, we daily put you to the test, saying, 
“Is the Lord among us or not?” Forgive us, Lord, for our 
unbelief. Wash us anew in the blood of Jesus, who died 
for all our sins. Through Him, the author and perfecter of 
our faith, we pray. Amen.

WELLS



SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. And 
have mercy on those who doubt.

OFFERTORY   
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Come, Thou fount of ev’ry blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy redeeming love.

Come, Thou blessed Savior, come,
Come, Thou fount of all our care.
Come, Thou Lord of earth and heaven,
Blest Redeemer, Gift most rare.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the throne of God.
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood. 

O to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I’m constrained to be!
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,
Bring my wand’ring heart to Thee!
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
Robert Robinson (1735–1790)

( Jude 21–22, ESV)

arr. by Douglas E. Wagner



DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church. 
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and 
place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 
hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and 
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.

old hundredth

John 20:24–31
(Pew Bible page 907; Children’s Bible page 1175)
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SERMON   “Doubting Thomas”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 305   Arise, My Soul, Arise 
Arise, my soul, arise,
Shake off your guilty fears:
The bleeding Sacrifice
In my behalf appears:
Before the throne my Surety stands,
Before the throne my Surety stands,
My name is written on his hands.
He ever lives above,
For me to intercede,
His all-redeeming love,
His precious blood to plead;
His blood atoned for ev’ry race,
His blood atoned for ev’ry race,
And sprinkles now the throne of grace.
Five bleeding wounds he bears,
Received on Calvary;
They pour effectual prayers,
They strongly plead for me.
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry,
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry,
“Nor let that ransomed sinner die!”
My God is reconciled;
His pard’ning voice I hear;
He owns me for his child,
I can no longer fear;
With confidence I now draw nigh,
With confidence I now draw nigh,
And “Father, Abba, Father!” cry.

Dr. Neil C. Stewart

lenox+



BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 359   

Blest Be the Tie That Binds (Stanza 1)
Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love: 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above.

POSTLUDE   Toccata on “Aberystwyth” 
Mr. Thomas Russell, organist

+
+
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WORSHIP AT FIRST

Thank you for turning off cell phones during the 
worship service.

The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. 
Please ask deacons for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the 
Education Building. A quiet room with a live video feed of 
the service is available in the Education Building, Room 113. 
There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Are you interested in learning more about First Presbyterian 
Church or looking to join? The Inquirers Class meets on Sundays 
and Wednesdays. Fall sessions begin September 21 and November 
2. If you plan to attend, please register on the church app or website 
at firstprescolumbia.org/sundayschool. 

Please join us at First Presbyterian Church October 10–12 for 
the Global Ministries Conference. This year’s conference topic is 
“BUILD: The Importance of  Planting Churches in Every Corner of  
the Earth.” We are pleased to host speaker, Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas. 
Registration and more information is available at firstprescolumbia.
org/build.

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of Lula and Tom Ryan by their 

children and grandchildren.
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