DIVINE WORSHIP

8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M.

The law of the LORD s perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD ts sure,
making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.

PSALM 19:7-8, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

PRELUDE O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELIS

Jeannie Casey and Betsy Thomas, flutes

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Dr. David Lauten (8:30 a.n.)

Rev. David Henderson (11:15 a.m)
CALL TO WORSHIP

+ HYMN 203 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN

+ INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

+ CONFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to God the Father,
Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to the Holy Spirit,
Binding all the church as one!
As it was in the beginning

As is now and e’er shall be,
World without end! Amen.

LADY STREET

CHILDREN'S SERMON 8:30 A.M.

CHILDREN’S HYMN 224 8:30 A.M.

Go, Tell it On the Mountain (Stanzas 1 & 3) GO TELL IT

While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night,

Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light.

Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain

That Fesus Chrust is born.

Down in a lowly manger

Our humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Our Lord and our God, You reveal Your holy character and purposes
to us through the Scriptures, which You have breathed out for our good.
Yet we confess that we often treat Your Word lightly, as though it were
merely another book, leaving it neglected while the idols of our hearts
grow unchecked. Forgive us for calling You “Lord” while refusing to do
what You say. Forgive us for treating Your Word as a dead and dusty book,
rather than the living and active Word of God—a Word strong enough
to pierce our hearts and transform our minds. Grant us the humility to
admit our need of Your wisdom, and the courage to receive the whole
counsel of God, especially those parts we find uncomfortable. Awaken
in us a true hunger for Your Word, forgive our rebellion, and teach us to
treasure it in our hearts, that we might walk in obedience before You. In
Jesus” Name. Amen.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON

The Lorp is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according
to our iniquities.

(Psalm 103:8-10, ESV)
MORNING PRAYER
+ HYMN 226 As With Gladness Men of Old (Stanzas 1, 4, & 5) DIX
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY Who Is He in Yonder Stall? Arranged by Douglas Smith

+ DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.)

PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON James 1:22-25

(Pew Bible page 1011; Children’s Bible page 1311)

SERMON Rev. Bryan Bult
“The Effects of Giving the Bible Our Undivided Attention”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD

+ HYMN 230
Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor ~ QUELLE EST CETTE ODEUR AGREABLE

+ BENEDICTION

+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 195
Joy to the World (Stanza 4) ANTIOCH

He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

POSTLUDE Final from Symphony 1 Louis Vierne

Lenora Jeffcoat, organ



SERMON NOTES

“The Effects of Giving the Bible Our Undivided Attention”
James 1:22-25 | Rev. Bryan Bult

JOIN US AT 6:00 P.M. FOR EVENING WORSHIP

“Where Are We to Worship?”
John 4:16-26 | Rev. Josh Squires

WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask a
deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building.
A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education
Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper will be held during the New Year's
Eve Service on Wednesday, December 31, at 6:00 p.m. Let us prepare for a
joyful gathering at the table of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our major sanctuary renewal project is scheduled to begin in early 2026,
which will replace the aging organ, enhance acoustics, and restore the
space for future generations. This is a joyful act of stewardship, preserving
our sacred place of worship and proclaiming the Gospel. Please note
that all worship services will take place in the Family Life Center
beginning Sunday, January 4, 2026, for the duration of the project. For
more information on this project, please visit firstprescolumbia.org/sanctuary.

PASTORAL STAFF

Dr. Neil C. Stewart, Senior Minister

Rev. Bryan Bult, Associate Minister to Seniors
Rev. David Henderson, Associate Minister of Discipleship
Rev. Sean Henderson, Associate Minister of Missions
Dr. David Lauten, Senior Associate Minister of Congregational Care
Rev. Josh Squires, Associate Minister of Counseling

Office (803) 799-9062 | firstprescolumbia.org | info@firstprescolumbia.org
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DIVINE WORSHIP

8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M.

The law of the Lord 1s perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlighteming the eyes.

PSALM 103:19, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

PRELUDE
O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELIS

Jeannie Casey and Betsy Thomas, flutes

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dr. David Lauten (8:30am)
Rev. David Henderson (11:15am)

CALL TO WORSHIP

+ HYMN 203 MENDELSSOHN
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joytul, all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ 1s born 1n Bethlehem!”



Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord!

Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled 1n flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th’incarnate Deity,

Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

Ris’n with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,

Born to give them second birth.

+ INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it 1s
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



+ CONFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven

and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin
Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead,
and buried; He descended 1nto hell. The third day He rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ GLORIA PATRI LADY STREET

Glory be to God the Father,
Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to the Holy Spirit,
Binding all the church as one!
As 1t was 1n the beginning

As 1s now and e’er shall be,
World without end! Amen.

CHILDREN'’S SERMON 8:30 a.m.

CHILDREN'S HYMN 224 8:30 a.m.
Go, Tell it On the Mountain (Stanzas 1 & 3)

While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,

Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light.



Go, tell 1t on the mountain,
Over the lulls and everywhere;
Go, tell 1t on the mountain

That Jfesus Christ is born.

Down 1n a lowly manger

Our humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Our Lord and our God, You reveal Your holy character and
purposes to us through the Scriptures, which You have breathed
out for our good. Yet we confess that we often treat Your
Word lightly, as though it were merely another book, leaving it
neglected while the 1dols of our hearts grow unchecked. Forgive
us for calling You “Lord” while refusing to do what You say.
Forgive us for treating Your Word as a dead and dusty book,
rather than the living and active Word of God—a Word strong
enough to pierce our hearts and transform our minds. Grant
us the humility to admit our need of Your wisdom, and the
courage to receive the whole counsel of God, especially those
parts we find uncomfortable. Awaken in us a true hunger for
Your Word, forgive our rebellion, and teach us to treasure it
in our hearts, that we might walk in obedience before You. In
Jesus” Name. Amen.



SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON

The Lord 1s merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his
anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities.
(Psalm 103:8-10, ESV)

MORNING PRAYER

+ HYMN 226 DIX
As With Gladness Men of Old (Stanzas 1, 4, &' ))

As with gladness men of old

Did the guiding star behold;

As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious God, may we
Evermore be led to thee.

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day

Keep us 1in the narrow way;

And when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds thy glory hide.

In the heav’nly country bright
Need they no created light;

Thou 1ts light, its joy, its crown,
Thou its sun which goes not down;
There for ever may we sing
Alleluias to our King.



PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY
Who Is He in Yonder Stall? Arranged by Douglas Smith

DOXOLOGY PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON James 1:22-25

(Pew Bible page 1011; Children’s Bible page 1311)
** But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves. * For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a
doer, he 1s like a man who looks intently at his natural face
in a mirror. ** For he looks at himself and goes away and at
once forgets what he was like. * But the one who looks into the
perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer
who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

SERMON Rev. Bryan Bult

“The Effects of Giving the Bible
Our Undivided Attention”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD



+ HYMN 230 QUELLE EST CETTE ODEUR AGREABLE

Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor

‘Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor,
All for love’s sake becamest poor;
Thrones for a manger didst surrender,
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor,
All for love’s sake becamest poor.

Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love’s sake becamest man;
Stooping so low, but sinners raising,
Heaven-ward by thine eternal plan.
Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love’s sake becamest man.

‘Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Savior and King, we worship thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling,

Make us what thou wouldst have us be.
Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Savior and King, we worship thee.

+ BENEDICTION



T CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Joy to the World (Stanza 4) ANTIOCH

He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

POSTLUDE Final from Symphony 1 Louis Vierne

Lenora Jeftcoat, organ



WORSHIP AT FIRST

Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system.
Please ask deacons for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the
Education Building. A quiet room with a live video feed of the
service 1s available in the Education Building, Room 113.
There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be held during the New
Year’s Eve Service on Wednesday, December 31, at 6:00 p.m. Let
us prepare for a joyful gathering at the table of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Our major sanctuary renewal project is scheduled to begin in
early 2026, which will replace the aging organ, enhance acoustics,
and restore the space for future generations. This 1s a joytul act of
stewardship, preserving our sacred place of worship and proclaiming
the Gospel. Please note that all worship services will take place
in the Family Life Center beginning Sunday, January 4, 2026,
for the duration of the project. For more information on this
project, please visit firstprescolumbia.org/sanctuary.
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