ESTABLISHED 1795

First Presbyterian
Church

LORD’S DAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025
6:00 p.M.

1324 Marion Street, Columbia, SC



EVENING WORSHIP

6:00 p.M.

T herefore let us be grateful for recewing a kingdom that cannot be shaken,
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe.

HEBREWS 12:28, ESV
(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP Mr. Jackson Schwartz
+ HYMN 218  Angels, from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE
+ PRAYER OF INVOCATION
+ HYMN 377 Jesus, Where'er Your People Meet WARRINGTON

EVENING PRAYER Elder Jim Augustine

PRESENTATION OF EVENING OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY Pifa (Pastoral Symphony) from Messiah G. F. Handel

+ DOXOLOGY TALLIS’ CANON

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON John 4:16-26
(Pew Bible page 889, Children’s Bible page 1147)

SERMON “Where Are We to Worship?” Rev. Josh Squires

PRAYER



+ HYMN 539 Jerusalem the Golden EWING
+ BENEDICTION

+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

May the Peace (Benediction) Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,

And the grace of Christ the risen Son,

And the fellowship of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within his love.

And to him be praise for his glorious reign,

From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n;

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain,

Christ eternal, the King of kings. CCLI No. 393170

POSTLUDE A Christmas Carol Nick Bicat, trans. Morrow

Lenora Jeffcoat, organist



SERMON NOTES

“Where Are We to Worship?”
John 4:16-26 | Rev. Josh Squires

FEATURED MINISTRY

school

MLISTRIES

School Ministries assists Christians and churches to start and grow Released Time
Bible Education programs in their local communities. They provide resources, education,
and step-by-step guidance to bring hope and purpose to the lives of K-12 public school
students through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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EVENING WORSHIP

6:00 p.M.

I herefore let us be grateful for recerving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe.

HEBREWS 12:28, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP Mr. Jackson Schwartz
+ HYMN 218
Angels, from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE

Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Come and worship, come and worship,

Worshyp Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the fields abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing,
Yonder shines the infant Light.

Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;

Seek the great Desire of nations;
Ye have seen his natal star.



Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,

Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In his temple shall appear.

All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son;
Evermore your voices raising
To th’eternal Three in One.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
+ HYMN 377

Jesus, Where'er Your People Meet WARRINGTON

Jesus, where’er your people meet,
There they behold your mercy-seat;
Where’er they seek you, you are found,
And ev’ry place 1s hallowed ground.

For you, within no walls confined,
Are dwelling 1n the humble mind;
Such ever bring you where they come,
And going, take you to their home.

Dear Shepherd of your chosen few,
Your former mercies here renew;
Here to our waiting hearts procla1m
The sweetness of your saving Name.

Here may we prove the pow’r of prayer
To strengthen faith and sweeten care,
To teach our faint desires to rise,

And bring all heav’n before our eyes.

Lord, we are few, but you are near;

Nor short your arm, nor deaf your ear;
O rend the heav’ns, come quickly down,
And make a thousand hearts your own.



EVENING PRAYER

PRESENTATION OF EVENING OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY Pifa (Fastoral Symphony) from Messiah ~G. F. Handel
+ DOXOLOGY TALLIS’ CANON

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON John 4:16-26
(Pew Bible page 889, Children’s Bible page 1147)

® Jesus said to her, “Go, call your hushand, and come here.”
7"The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said
to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no hushand’; ** for you
have had five husbands, and the one you now have 1s not your
husband. What you have said is true.” " The woman said to
him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. * Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is
the place where people ought to worship.” *' Jesus said to her,
“Woman, believe me, the hour 1s coming when neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.
*> You worship what you do not know; we worship what we
know, for salvation is from the Jews. #* But the hour is coming,
and 1s now here, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 1s seeking such people
to worship him. ** God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.” * The woman said to him,
“I know that Messiah 1s coming (he who 1s called Christ).
When he comes, he will tell us all things.” #° Jesus said to her,
“I who speak to you am he.”



SERMON Rev. Josh Squires
“Where Are We to Worship?”’

PRAYER
+ HYMN 539 Ferusalem the Golden E WING

Jerusalem the golden, with milk and honey blest,

Beneath your contemplation sink heart and voice oppressed.
I know not, O I know not, what joys await us there;

What radiancy of glory, what bliss beyond compare.

They stand, those halls of Zion, all jubilant with song,

And bright with many an angel, and all the martyr throng.
The Prince 1s ever in them, the daylight 1s serene;

The pastures of the blessed are decked 1n glorious sheen.

There 1s the throne of David; and there, from care released,

The song of them that tritumph, the shout of them that feast;
And they who with their Leader have conquered in the fight,
Forever and forever are clad in robes of white.

O sweet and blessed country, the home of God’s elect!
O sweet and blessed country, that eager hearts expect!
Jesus, in mercy bring us to that dear land of rest;
Who art, with God the Father and Spirit, ever blest.

+ BENEDICTION



+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

May the Peace (Benediction)  Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,

And the grace of Christ the risen Son,

And the fellowship of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within his love.

And to um be praise for hus glorious reign,

From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n,

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain,

Christ eternal, the King of kings. ccLI No. 393170

POSTLUDE A Christmas Carol Nick Bicat, trans. Morrow

Lenora Jeffcoat, organist



FEATURED MINISTRY

School

MLISTRIES

School Ministries assists Christians and churches to start and
grow Released Time Bible Education programs in their local
communities. They provide resources, education, and step-by-
step guidance to bring hope and purpose to the lives of K-12
public school students through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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