
DI VI NE  WOR S H I P
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son...
GALATIANS 4:4, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

VOLUNTARY   Savior of the Nations, Come

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADVENT INTROITS

O Come, O Come, Immanuel

O come, O come, Immanuel, 
Come now to earth and with Thy people dwell, 
The world awaits from heav’n a holy sign, 
O come and show to us the light divine. 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 
As age to age the prophets did foretell; 
Redeemer, come to save us one and all, 
Be born again in Bethl’hem’s manger stall. 

For Thy coming we prepare, 
Wisdom from on high, 
Gracious Spirit, Lord most fair: 
Now to us draw nigh. 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 
And free Thy children, Israel, 
Be now our hope, our comfort from above, 
And bless us all with everlasting love.

The Primary Choir 
Dr. Elizabeth Yoder, director 

Dr. Ann Wilson, piano

Christmas Greeting

Christ is born, sing Noel, Christ is born of Mary, 
Christ is born, sing Noel, Christ is born of Mary, 
Noel, Noel, sing Noel, sing Noel, 
Noel, Noel, Christ is born of Mary. 

Unto us a child is born,  
Unto us a son is given, 
And his name shall be called Emmanuel, 
God with us. 

The Junior Choir 
Ann Forrest Bowers, director

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN 196   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in 
Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; 
born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, 
and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven; and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to the Holy Spirit, 
Binding all the church as one! 
As it was in the beginning 
As is now and e’er shall be, 
World without end! Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

8:30 a.m.

Webb Foster Martin, son of Whitney and Elliot Martin 
Mary Frances Vause Orr, daughter of Catherine and Sam Orr

11:15 a.m.
William Edward Bauer and Laura Lee Bauer, 
son and daughter of Lee Ann and Chris Bauer 

Rhett Roberts Way, son of Abigail and Reese Way 
Timothy Mark Wilson III, son of Emma and Mark Wilson, Jr.

BAPTISMAL HYMN   Our Children, Lord, in Faith and Prayer

Our children, Lord, in faith and pray’r, we now devote to thee;
Let them thy cov’nant mercies share, and thy salvation see.

In early days their hearts secure from worldly snares, we pray;
O let them to the end endure in every righteous way. Amen.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord of glory, we confess that we have grown dull to the wonder of 
the Incarnation. You sent Your eternal Son to take on the form of a 
bondservant, yet our pride recoils from such lowliness. We like to think 
of ourselves as servants—until someone treats us like one. Yet the King of 
Kings came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom 
for many. Renew in us the mind of Christ. Shape our hearts by His self-
emptying love, help us embrace His example with gladness, and enable 
us to walk in a manner worthy of our great Savior’s Spirit. In His Name 
we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.

MORNING PRAYER

HYMN 204   Away in a Manger

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY   Angelsʼ Carol

Have you heard the sound of the angel voices 
Ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear? 
Have you seen the star shining out so brightly 
As a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here? 

Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven 
To the humble shepherds who have waited long? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels sing their joyful song. 

He is come in peace in the winter’s stillness, 
Like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night; 
He is come in joy like the sun at morning 
Filling all the world with radiance and with light. 

He is come in love as the child of Mary; 
In a simple stable we have seen his birth: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels singing ‘Peace on earth.’ 

He will bring new light to a world in darkness, 
Like a bright star shining in the skies above; 
He will bring new hope to the waiting nations 
When he comes to reign in purity and love. 

Let the earth rejoice at the Savior’s coming; 
Let the heavens answer with the joyful morn: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels singing ‘Christ is born.’

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON

SERMON   “Into Time”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

J. S. Bach

Dr. David Lauten (8:30 a.m.)
Rev. Josh Squires (11:15 a.m.)

Natalie Sleeth

Martin How

hyfrydol
Descant by Thurlow Weed

lady street

armenia

+

+

+

+

+

(2 Corinthians 8:9, ESV)

mueller

John Rutter

puer nobis nascitur

Philippians 2:7–8a
(Pew Bible page 981; Children’s Bible page 1273)

Dr. Neil C. Stewart

+



PLEASE JOIN US AT 6:00 pm FOR THE EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE

Fulfilling All That the Prophets Have Spoken
“A Star Out of Jacob”

Numbers 24:1–25 | Dr. Mark Ross

During the service, the Chancel Choir and Orchestra will present Cantata 61, 
Nun komm der Heiden Heiland by J. S. Bach; Magnificat by Antonio Vivaldi; 

and anthems and carols by Mendelssohn, Rutter, and Willcocks. 

A reception will follow in Jackson Hall.

WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask a 
deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building. 
A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education 
Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please join us for our upcoming special Sunday Evening Advent Services as we 
explore the prophecies that point to Christ. Dr. Mark Ross will be preaching this 
series, inviting us to delve into the Scriptures that foretell the coming of our Savior. 

Upcoming Sunday Evenings at 6:00 pm

Sunday, December 14: “Out of Egypt I Called My Son” (Matthew 2:13–18). 
During the service, the Chamber Choir will sing Jonathan Dove’s Seek Him that 
Maketh the Seven Stars.
Sunday, December 21: “He Shall be Called a Nazarene” (Matthew 2:19–23). 
During the service, Nathanael and Holly Cole will sing duets of the season.

Our Advent services will culminate in our traditional Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Lessons and Carols on Wednesday, December 24, at 4:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. Dr. Neil C. Stewart will preach from 2 Corinthians 4:1–6 on the 
topic, “Light in the Darkness: The Face of God in the Face of Christ.”

PASTORAL STAFF
Dr. Neil C. Stewart, Senior Minister

Rev. Bryan Bult, Associate Minister to Seniors
Rev. David Henderson, Associate Minister of Discipleship

Rev. Sean Henderson, Associate Minister of Missions
Dr. David Lauten, Senior Associate Minister of Congregational Care

Rev. Josh Squires, Associate Minister of Counseling

Office (803) 799-9062 | firstprescolumbia.org | info@firstprescolumbia.org
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HYMN 208   O Come, All Ye Faithful (Stanzas 1–3)

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 208

O Come, All Ye Faithful (Stanza 4)

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning: 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father, late in flesh appearing: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

POSTLUDE   Postlude on “Mendelssohn”

Mr. Thomas Russell, organist

+

+

+

adeste fidelis

adeste fidelis

Sir David Willcocks
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DI VI NE  WOR SH I P
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son...
GALATIANS 4:4, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

VOLUNTARY   Savior of the Nations, Come

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dr. David Lauten (8:30 a.m.)  Rev. Josh Squires (11:15 a.m.)

ADVENT INTROITS
O Come, O Come, Immanuel
O come, O come, Immanuel, 
Come now to earth and with Thy people dwell, 
The world awaits from heav’n a holy sign, 
O come and show to us the light divine. 
O come, O come, Immanuel, 
As age to age the prophets did foretell; 
Redeemer, come to save us one and all, 
Be born again in Bethl’hem’s manger stall. 
For Thy coming we prepare, 
Wisdom from on high, 
Gracious Spirit, Lord most fair: 
Now to us draw nigh. 
O come, O come, Immanuel, 
And free Thy children, Israel, 
Be now our hope, our comfort from above, 
And bless us all with everlasting love.

The Primary Choir
Dr. Elizabeth Yoder, director 

Dr. Ann Wilson, piano

J. S. Bach

Natalie Sleeth



Christmas Greeting
Christ is born, sing Noel, Christ is born of Mary, 
Christ is born, sing Noel, Christ is born of Mary, 
Noel, Noel, sing Noel, sing Noel, 
Noel, Noel, Christ is born of Mary. 
Unto us a child is born,  
Unto us a son is given, 
And his name shall be called Emmanuel, 
God with us. 

The Junior Choir 
Ann Forrest Bowers, director

CALL TO WORSHIP

Martin How



HYMN 196  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, thou long expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art,
dear Desire of ev’ry nation,
joy of ev’ry longing heart.
Joy to those who long to see thee,
Dayspring from on high, appear;
come, thou promised Rod of Jesse,
of thy birth we long to hear!
O’er the hill the angels singing
news, glad tidings of a birth:
“Go to him, your praises bringing;
Christ the Lord has come to earth.”
Come to earth to taste our sadness,
he whose glories knew no end;
by his life he brings us gladness,
our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.
Leaving riches without number,
born within a cattle stall;
this the everlasting wonder,
Christ was born the Lord of all.
Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.

+ hyfrydol
Descant by Thurlow Weed



INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under 
Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose  again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven; and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to the Holy Spirit, 
Binding all the church as one! 
As it was in the beginning 
As is now and e’er shall be, 
World without end! Amen.

LADY STREET

+

+ 

+



THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
8:30 A.M.

Webb Foster Martin, son of Whitney and Elliot Martin 
Mary Frances Vause Orr, daughter of Catherine and Sam Orr

11:15 A.M.
William Edward Bauer and Laura Lee Bauer, 
son and daughter of Lee Ann and Chris Bauer 

Rhett Roberts Way, son of Abigail and Reese Way 
Timothy Mark Wilson III, son of Emma and Mark Wilson, Jr.

BAPTISMAL HYMN 413
Our Children, Lord, in Faith and Prayer
Our children, Lord, in faith and pray’r, we now devote to thee;
Let them thy cov’nant mercies share, and thy salvation see.
In early days their hearts secure from worldly snares, we pray;
O let them to the end endure in every righteous way. Amen.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord of glory, we confess that we have grown dull to the wonder 
of the Incarnation. You sent Your eternal Son to take on the 
form of a bondservant, yet our pride recoils from such lowliness. 
We like to think of ourselves as servants—until someone treats 
us like one. Yet the King of Kings came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many. Renew in 
us the mind of Christ. Shape our hearts by His self-emptying 
love, help us embrace His example with gladness, and enable 
us to walk in a manner worthy of our great Savior’s Spirit. In 
His Name we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by 
his poverty might become rich.

armenia

(2 Corinthians 8:9, ESV)



MORNING PRAYER

HYMN 204   Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes;
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray;
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY   Angelsʼ Carol 
Have you heard the sound of the angel voices 
Ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear? 
Have you seen the star shining out so brightly 
As a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here? 
Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven 
To the humble shepherds who have waited long? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels sing their joyful song. 
He is come in peace in the winter’s stillness, 
Like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night; 
He is come in joy like the sun at morning 
Filling all the world with radiance and with light. 

mueller

John Rutter

+



He is come in love as the child of Mary; 
In a simple stable we have seen his birth: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels singing ‘Peace on earth.’ 
He will bring new light to a world in darkness, 
Like a bright star shining in the skies above; 
He will bring new hope to the waiting nations 
When he comes to reign in purity and love. 
Let the earth rejoice at the Savior’s coming; 
Let the heavens answer with the joyful morn: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels singing ‘Christ is born.’

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church. 
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON
7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form

SERMON   
“Into Time”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

puer nobis nascitur

Philippians 2:7–8a
(Pew Bible page 981; Children’s Bible page 1273)

Dr. Neil C. Stewart

+



HYMN 208   O Come, All Ye Faithful (Stanzas 1–3)
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him
Born the King of angels.
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
God of God,
Light of Light;
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God,
Begotten, not created.
Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God
In the highest.

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 208   

O Come, All Ye Faithful (Stanza 4) 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning: 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father, late in flesh appearing: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

POSTLUDE   Postlude on “Mendelssohn” 
Mr. Thomas Russell, organist

adeste fidelis

adeste fidelis

Sir David Willcocks

+

+
+



WORSHIP AT FIRST

Thank you for turning off cell phones during the 
worship service.

The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please 
ask deacons for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education 
Building. A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available 
in the Education Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend to 
the needs of their children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join us for our upcoming special Sunday Evening Advent Services 
as we explore the prophecies that point to Christ. Dr. Mark Ross will be 
preaching this series, inviting us to delve into the Scriptures that foretell 
the coming of  our Savior. 

Upcoming Sunday Evenings at 6:00 pm

Sunday, December 14: “Out of  Egypt I Called My Son” (Matthew 
2:13–18). During the service, the Chamber Choir will sing Jonathan 
Dove’s Seek Him that Maketh the Seven Stars.

Sunday, December 21: “He Shall be Called a Nazarene” (Matthew 
2:19–23). During the service, Nathanael and Holly Cole will sing 
duets of  the season.

Our Advent services will culminate in our traditional Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Lessons and Carols on Wednesday, December 24, at 4:00 
p.m. and 6:00 p.m. Dr. Neil C. Stewart will preach from 2 Corinthians 
4:1–6 on the topic, “Light in the Darkness: The Face of  God in the 
Face of  Christ.”
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