
DI VI NE  WOR S H I P
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 

to a thousand generations.
DEUTERONOMY 7:9, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

VOLUNTARY   Amazing Grace

PRELUDE   Holy, Holy, Holy

The String Ensemble 
Julie Anne Russell, director

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN 168   I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art
	          (Stanzas 1, 2, & 5)

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and 
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to the Holy Spirit, 
Binding all the church as one! 
As it was in the beginning 
As is now and e’er shall be, 
World without end! Amen.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Lord, God of the Covenant, we confess that our hearts are quick to 
make promises but slow to keep them. Our faithfulness is like a morning 
cloud that quickly vanishes in the heat of the sun. We have broken our 
covenant with You times without number. Have mercy on us for breaking 
the vows we have made to You and to one another. Grant us wisdom to 
walk in truth and humility before You, and strengthen us to walk before 
You with integrity of heart. We thank You for Jesus, and the blood of the 
eternal covenant that locks us in the grip of Your tender omnipotence. In 
His all-prevailing Name we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON

I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away 
from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, 
that they may not turn from me.

MORNING PRAYER

HYMN 172   Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder
	          (Stanzas 1, 2, 3, & 5)

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY   Be Thou My Vision

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON

SERMON   “Covenant is Our Backbone, Part One”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 528   My Faith Looks Up to Thee (Stanzas 1 & 2)

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Arranged by Craig Phillips

John B. Dykes

Rev. Bryan Bult (8:30 a.m.)
Rev. Sean Henderson (11:15 a.m.)

toulon

lady street

( Jeremiah 32:40, ESV)

all saints old

Arranged by Thomas Quigley

old hundredth

Joshua 9:1–27
(Pew Bible page 184; Children’s Bible page 247)

Dr. Neil C. Stewart

olivet
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SE R MON  NOT E S
“Covenant is Our Backbone, Part One”

Joshua 9:1–27 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart



The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in celebration of 
Barbara Graves’ birthday by John Silvers.

LORD’S DAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

JOIN US AT 6:00 P.M. FOR EVENING WORSHIP

The Way of Wisdom: An Overview of Proverbs 
“Money Matters” 

Proverbs 30:7–9; Hebrews 13:5–6 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart

WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask a 
deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building. 
A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education 
Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our annual Service of Thanksgiving will be held on Sunday evening, 
November 23, at 6:00 p.m., celebrating the Lord’s grace and goodness to our 
church, our families, and our nation. Reverend David Henderson will preach 
a sermon titled, “Forget Not His Benefits” from Psalm 103. Music will be led 
by the Chancel Choir and String Ensemble. Come join us as we worship our 
bounteous God, with thanksgiving in our hearts.

PASTORAL STAFF
Dr. Neil C. Stewart, Senior Minister

Rev. Bryan Bult, Associate Minister to Seniors
Rev. David Henderson, Associate Minister of Discipleship

Rev. Sean Henderson, Associate Minister of Missions
Dr. David Lauten, Senior Associate Minister of Congregational Care

Rev. Josh Squires, Associate Minister of Counseling

Office (803) 799-9062 | firstprescolumbia.org | info@firstprescolumbia.org 1324 Marion Street, Columbia, SC

First Presbyterian
Church

ES TABLISHED 179 5

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Immediately following the Benediction in both Worship Services this 
morning, we will hold a brief Congregational Meeting to receive and 
vote on the officer nominations from our Nominating Committee and 
to receive and vote on adopting our 2026 Budget. You will find two 
inserts in your bulletin related to these matters. If you do not receive 
either one of these inserts, please ask an usher for them. If you are a 
member in good standing, please mark your ballot and give it to the 
deacons collecting ballots as you leave the Sanctuary following the 
Congregational Meeting.
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DI VI NE  WOR SH I P
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 

to a thousand generations. 
DEUTERONOMY 7:9, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

VOLUNTARY   Amazing Grace

PRELUDE   Holy, Holy, Holy

The String Ensemble
Julie Anne Russell, director

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Bryan Bult (8:30 a.m.) Rev. Sean Henderson (11:15 a.m.)

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN 168     I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art
			       (Stanzas 1, 2, & 5)

I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art,
My only trust and Savior of my heart,
Who pain didst undergo for my poor sake;
I pray thee from our hearts all cares to take.

Thou art the King of mercy and of grace,
Reigning omnipotent in ev’ry place:
So come, O King, and our whole being sway;
Shine on us with the light of thy pure day.

Arranged by Craig Phillip

John B. Dykes

toulon+ 



Our hope is in no other save in thee;
Our faith is built upon thy promise free;
O grant to us such stronger hope and sure
That we can boldly conquer and endure.

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under 
Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose  again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven; and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to the Holy Spirit, 
Binding all the church as one! 
As it was in the beginning 
As is now and e’er shall be, 
World without end! Amen.
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CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Lord, God of the Covenant, we confess that our hearts are 
quick to make promises but slow to keep them. Our faithfulness 
is like a morning cloud that quickly vanishes in the heat of the 
sun. We have broken our covenant with You times without 
number. Have mercy on us for breaking the vows we have made 
to You and to one another. Grant us wisdom to walk in truth 
and humility before You, and strengthen us to walk before You 
with integrity of heart. We thank You for Jesus, and the blood 
of the eternal covenant that locks us in the grip of Your tender 
omnipotence. In His all-prevailing Name we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON
I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not 
turn away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of 
me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me.

MORNING PRAYER

HYMN 172   Let us Love and Sing and Wonder
			      (Stanzas 1, 2, 3, & 5)
Let us love and sing and wonder,
Let us praise the Savior’s name!
He has hushed the law’s loud thunder,
He has quenched Mount Sinai’s flame;
He has washed us with his blood,
He has brought us nigh to God.
Let us love the Lord who bought us,
Pitied us when enemies,
Called us by his grace, and taught us,
Gave us ears and gave us eyes:
He has washed us with his blood,
He presents our souls to God.

+ 

( Jeremiah 32:40, ESV)

all saints old



Let us sing, though fierce temptation
Threaten hard to bear us down!
For the Lord, our strong salvation,
Holds in view the conqu’ror’s crown;
He who washed us with his blood,
Soon will bring us home to God.

Let us praise, and join the chorus
Of the saints enthroned on high;
Here they trusted him before us,
Now their praises fill the sky:
“You have washed us with your blood;
You are worthy, Lamb of God!”

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY   Be Thou My Vision

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church. Parents 

should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON

1 As soon as all the kings who were beyond the Jordan in the hill 
country and in the lowland all along the coast of the Great Sea 
toward Lebanon, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, heard of this, 2 they 
gathered together as one to fight against Joshua and Israel.

Arr. Thomas Quigley

old hundredth

Joshua 9:1–27
(Pew Bible page 184; Children’s Bible page 247)

+



3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had 
done to Jericho and to Ai, 4 they on their part acted with 
cunning and went and made ready provisions and took worn-
out sacks for their donkeys, and wineskins, worn-out and torn 
and mended, 5 with worn-out, patched sandals on their feet, 
and worn-out clothes. And all their provisions were dry and 
crumbly. 6 And they went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and 
said to him and to the men of Israel, “We have come from a 
distant country, so now make a covenant with us.” 7 But the 
men of Israel said to the Hivites, “Perhaps you live among us; 
then how can we make a covenant with you?” 8 They said to 
Joshua, “We are your servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Who 
are you? And where do you come from?” 9 They said to him, 
“From a very distant country your servants have come, because 
of the name of the Lord your God. For we have heard a report 
of him, and all that he did in Egypt, 10 and all that he did to 
the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to 
Sihon the king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, who 
lived in Ashtaroth. 11 So our elders and all the inhabitants of 
our country said to us, ‘Take provisions in your hand for the 
journey and go to meet them and say to them, “We are your 
servants. Come now, make a covenant with us.”’ 12 Here is our 
bread. It was still warm when we took it from our houses as our 
food for the journey on the day we set out to come to you, but 
now, behold, it is dry and crumbly. 13 These wineskins were new 
when we filled them, and behold, they have burst. And these 
garments and sandals of ours are worn out from the very long 
journey.” 14 So the men took some of their provisions, but did 
not ask counsel from the Lord. 15 And Joshua made peace with 
them and made a covenant with them, to let them live, and the 
leaders of the congregation swore to them.
16 At the end of three days after they had made a covenant 
with them, they heard that they were their neighbors and that 
they lived among them. 17 And the people of Israel set out and 



reached their cities on the third day. Now their cities were 
Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim. 18 But the 
people of Israel did not attack them, because the leaders of the 
congregation had sworn to them by the Lord, the God of Israel. 
Then all the congregation murmured against the leaders. 19 But 
all the leaders said to all the congregation, “We have sworn to 
them by the Lord, the God of Israel, and now we may not touch 
them. 20 This we will do to them: let them live, lest wrath be 
upon us, because of the oath that we swore to them.” 21 And the 
leaders said to them, “Let them live.” So they became cutters of 
wood and drawers of water for all the congregation, just as the 
leaders had said of them.
22 Joshua summoned them, and he said to them, “Why did 
you deceive us, saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when you 
dwell among us? 23 Now therefore you are cursed, and some of 
you shall never be anything but servants, cutters of wood and 
drawers of water for the house of my God.” 24 They answered 
Joshua, “Because it was told to your servants for a certainty that 
the Lord your God had commanded his servant Moses to give 
you all the land and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land 
from before you—so we feared greatly for our lives because of 
you and did this thing. 25 And now, behold, we are in your 
hand. Whatever seems good and right in your sight to do to 
us, do it.” 26 So he did this to them and delivered them out of 
the hand of the people of Israel, and they did not kill them. 27 
But Joshua made them that day cutters of wood and drawers of 
water for the congregation and for the altar of the Lord, to this 
day, in the place that he should choose.

SERMON
“Covenant is Our Backbone, Part One”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

Dr. Neil C. Stewart

 



HYMN 528   

My Faith Looks Up to Thee (Stanzas 1 & 2)

My faith looks up to thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine;
Now hear me while I pray,
Take all my guilt away,
O let me from this day
Be wholly thine.

May thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart,
My zeal inspire;
As thou hast died for me,
O may my love to thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be,
A living fire.

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

olivet

+ 



WORSHIP AT FIRST

Thank you for turning off cell phones during the 
worship service.

The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. 
Please ask a deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the 
Education Building. A quiet room with a live video feed of 
the service is available in the Education Building, Room 113. 
There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our annual Service of  Thanksgiving will be held on Sunday 
evening, November 23, at 6:00 p.m., celebrating the Lord’s grace 
and goodness to our church, our families, and our nation. Reverend 
David Henderson will preach a sermon titled, “Forget Not His 
Benefits” from Psalm 103. Music will be led by the Chancel Choir 
and String Ensemble. Come join us as we worship our bounteous 
God, with thanksgiving in our hearts.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Immediately following the Benediction in both Worship Services 
this morning, we will hold a brief  Congregational Meeting to 
receive and vote on the officer nominations from our Nominating 
Committee and to receive and vote on adopting our 2026 Budget. 
You will find two inserts in your bulletin related to these matters. If  
you do not receive either one of  these inserts, please ask an usher 
for them. If  you are a member in good standing, please mark your 
ballot and give it to the deacons collecting ballots as you leave the 
Sanctuary following the Congregational Meeting.
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