
DI VI NE  WOR S H I P
8:30 a.m.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
1 JOHN 1:8, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

PRELUDE   Trio on “Aurelia”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT   Psalm 122

I was filled with joy and gladness when they said with one accord, 
“Let us make our pilgrim journey to the house of God the Lord.” 
O Jerus’lem, O Jerus’lem, we are standing in your gates; 
We are standing in your gates.

Pray for peace, the peace of Zion: “Prosper those who love you well! 
Peace be in your walls forever; safety in your towers dwell!” 
Peace and safety, peace and safety in Jerusalem abound; 
In Jerusalem abound.
Psalm 122:1,2,6,7

The Chancel Choir  
Dr. Daniel Cole, director

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN 100   Holy, Holy, Holy!

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and 
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to the Holy Spirit, 
Binding all the church as one! 
As it was in the beginning 
As is now and e’er shall be, 
World without end! Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON   

CHILDREN’S HYMN 609  

Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me?
(Stanzas 1 & 3)    

Why should cross and trial grieve me? Christ is near with his cheer;
Never will he leave me. Who can rob me of the heaven
That God's Son for my own to my faith hath given?

Death cannot destroy forever; from our fears, cares, and tears
It will us deliver. It will close lifeʼs mournful story,
Make a way that we may enter heavʼnly glory. 

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy Father, You are light, and in You there is no darkness at all. 
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne. By nature, 
nothing about us is pure—our minds and consciences are defiled, our 
affections earthly, and our wills stubborn and defiant. Our hearts are 
desperately wicked and deceitful; You alone have plumbed their depths. 
We confess our many transgressions: the pride that stands always at 
the door, the deceit that lurks beneath our skin, the anger that flares in 
moments of passion, and the lust that burns within. We have done what 
we ought not to have done, and left undone what we ought to have done. 
There is no health in us. For Your great Name’s sake, O Lord, pardon 
our iniquity, for it is great. Restore us, and we shall be restored, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and 
write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his 
brother, saying, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest. For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, 
and I will remember their sins no more.

MORNING PRAYER

HYMN 486   God, Be Merciful to Me

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY   Psalm 84 (Cantique De Jean Racine)

O Lord of Hosts,  
How lovely are Thy dwellings. 
My soul longs for Thy courts, O Lord. 
My heart and flesh cry out; 
O Lord for Thee my heart and flesh cry out. 

O blest are they whose hope is forever in Thee; 
Who praise Thy name, who sing their songs within Thy holy house. 
O Lord, incline Thine ear; 
My spirit longs for Thee. 

A Sun and Shield is the Lord of Hosts.
Psalm paraphrased by Hal Hopson
 

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON

SERMON   “Sin is Our Problem”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 512    I Lay My Sins on Jesus (Stanzas 1, 2, & 4)

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 580   Lead On, O King Eternal

Lead on, O King eternal: we follow, not with fears;  
For gladness breaks like morning where’er thy face appears; 
Thy cross is lifted o’er us; we journey in its light:  
The crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of might.

POSTLUDE   Toccata in Seven
Mr. Thomas Russell, organist
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LORD’S DAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2025
8:30 a.m.

JOIN US AT 6:00 P.M. FOR EVENING WORSHIP

The Way of Wisdom: An Overview of Proverbs 
“Anger Management” 

Genesis 4:1–16 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart

SE R MON  NOT E S
“Sin is Our Problem”

Genesis 6:5 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart

WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask a 
deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building. 
A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education 
Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Are you interested in learning more about First Presbyterian Church or 
looking to join? The Inquirers Class meets on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. and 
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Class begins November 2. If you plan to attend, please 
register on the church app or website at firstprescolumbia.org/sundayschool.

Our next First Friday Organ Concert will be the "Decommissioning 
Recital" for the Casavant organ, to be held at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, November 7, 
in the Sanctuary. We will hear performances by members of  our congregation 
in a special evening of  celebration and thanksgiving where we commemorate 
the end of  our current organ's service. A reception will follow in Jackson Hall. 

Our church has sent out over 15,000 Operation Christmas Child (OCC) 
shoeboxes throughout the years to children around the world. Please join us 
in participating in this year’s OCC drive to reach as many children as possible. 
Shoeboxes and label brochures will be available in the Atrium of  Jackson 
Hall as well as in the entry of  the Ministry Building. Filled shoeboxes can be 
returned to the Atrium no later than Friday, November 24. A donation of  $10 
per box to cover shipping and handling is requested. Please help us make this 
our best year yet! 

PASTORAL STAFF
Dr. Neil C. Stewart, Senior Minister

Rev. Bryan Bult, Associate Minister to Seniors
Rev. David Henderson, Associate Minister of Discipleship

Rev. Sean Henderson, Associate Minister of Missions
Dr. David Lauten, Senior Associate Minister of Congregational Care

Rev. Josh Squires, Associate Minister of Counseling

Office (803) 799-9062 | firstprescolumbia.org | info@firstprescolumbia.org 1324 Marion Street, Columbia, SC

First Presbyterian
Church
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The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and with abiding 
affection and appreciation to the congregation and staff of First Presbyterian Church 
for the outpouring of love in the recent death of Cheryl’s mother, Grace McCracken, 

by Cheryl and Richard Wolford.
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DI VI NE  WOR SH I P
8:30 a.m.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
1 JOHN 1:8, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

PRELUDE   Trio on “Aurelia”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rev. Sean Henderson

INTROIT   Psalm 122

I was filled with joy and gladness when they said with one accord, 
“Let us make our pilgrim journey to the house of God the Lord.” 
O Jerus’lem, O Jerus’lem, we are standing in your gates; 
We are standing in your gates.
Pray for peace, the peace of Zion: “Prosper those who love you well! 
Peace be in your walls forever; safety in your towers dwell!” 
Peace and safety, peace and safety in Jerusalem abound; 
In Jerusalem abound.
Psalm 122:1,2,6,7

The Chancel Choir  
Dr. Daniel Cole, director

CALL TO WORSHIP

David Blackwell

cwm rhonda



HYMN 100  Holy, Holy, Holy!
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.
Holy, Holy, Holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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+



CONFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin 
Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, 
and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose  
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to the Holy Spirit, 
Binding all the church as one! 
As it was in the beginning 
As is now and e’er shall be, 
World without end! Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
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CHILDREN’S HYMN 609
Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me?
(Stanzas 1 & 3) 

Why should cross and trial grieve me? Christ is near with his cheer;
Never will he leave me. Who can rob me of the heaven
That God’s Son for my own to my faith hath given?
Death cannot destroy forever; from our fears, cares, and tears
It will us deliver. It will close lifeʼs mournful story,
Make a way that we may enter heavʼnly glory.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy Father, You are light, and in You there is no darkness 
at all. Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your 
throne. By nature, nothing about us is pure—our minds and 
consciences are defiled, our affections earthly, and our wills 
stubborn and defiant. Our hearts are desperately wicked and 
deceitful; You alone have plumbed their depths. We confess 
our many transgressions: the pride that stands always at the 
door, the deceit that lurks beneath our skin, the anger that 
flares in moments of passion, and the lust that burns within. 
We have done what we ought not to have done, and left 
undone what we ought to have done. There is no health in 
us. For Your great Name’s sake, O Lord, pardon our iniquity, 
for it is great. Restore us, and we shall be restored, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WARUM SOLLT’ ICH MICH 
DENN GRӒMEN
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SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their 
minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. And they shall not teach, each 
one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, “Know the 
Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest. For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will 
remember their sins no more. 

MORNING PRAYER

HYMN 486   God, Be Merciful to Me
God, be merciful to me,
On thy grace I rest my plea;
Plenteous in compassion thou,
Blot out my transgressions now;
Wash me, make me pure within;
Cleanse, oh, cleanse me from my sin.
My transgressions I confess,
Grief and guilt my soul oppress;
I have sinned against thy grace
And provoked thee to thy face;
I confess thy judgment just;
Speechless, I thy mercy trust.
I am evil, born in sin;
Thou desirest truth within;
Thou alone my Savior art;
Teach thy wisdom to my heart;
Make me pure, thy grace bestow,
Wash me whiter than the snow.

  

(Hebrews 8:10–12, ESV)

redhead



Gabriel Fauré

Broken, humbled to the dust,
By thy wrath and judgment just,
Let my contrite heart rejoice
And in gladness hear thy voice;
From my sins, O hide thy face;
Blot them out in boundless grace.
Gracious God, my heart renew,
Make my spirit right and true;
Cast me not away from thee,
Let thy Spirit dwell in me;
Thy salvation’s joy impart,
Steadfast make my willing heart.
Sinners then shall learn from me
And return, O God, to thee;
Savior, all my guilt remove,
And my tongue shall sing thy love;
Touch my silent lips, O Lord,
And my mouth shall praise accord.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY   Psalm 84 (Cantique De Jean Racine) 
O Lord of Hosts,  
How lovely are Thy dwellings. 
My soul longs for Thy courts, O Lord. 
My heart and flesh cry out; 
O Lord for Thee my heart and flesh cry out. 
O blest are they whose hope is forever in Thee; 
Who praise Thy name, who sing their songs within Thy holy house. 
O Lord, incline Thine ear; 
My spirit longs for Thee. 
A Sun and Shield is the Lord of Hosts.
Psalm paraphrased by Hal Hopson



DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON

The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.

SERMON   
“Sin is Our Problem”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 512   I Lay My Sins on Jesus (Stanzas 1, 2, 4)
I lay my sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God;
He bears them all, and frees us from the accursed load;
I bring my guilt to Jesus, to wash my crimson stains
White in His blood most precious, till not a spot remains.
I lay my wants on Jesus; all fullness dwells in Him;
He heals all my diseases, He doth my soul redeem;
I lay my griefs on Jesus, my burdens and my cares;
He from them all releases, He all my sorrow shares.
I long to be like Jesus, meek, loving, lowly, mild;
I long to be like Jesus, the Father’s holy Child;
I long to be with Jesus amid the heav’nly throng,
To sing with saints His praises, to learn the angels’ song.

old hundredth

Genesis 6:5
(Pew Bible page 5; Children’s Bible page 13)
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commemoration
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BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 580   

Lead On, O King Eternal 
Lead on, O King eternal: we follow, not with fears;
For gladness breaks like morning where’er thy face appears;
Thy cross is lifted o’er us; we journey in its light:
The crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of might.

POSTLUDE   Toccata in Seven
Mr. Thomas Russell, organist
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WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the 

worship service.
The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please 
ask deacons for a receiver.
Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building. 
A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education 
Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Are you interested in learning more about First Presbyterian Church or 
looking to join? The Inquirers Class meets on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
and Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Class begins November 2. If  you plan to 
attend, please register on the church app or website at firstprescolumbia.
org/sundayschool.

Our next First Friday Organ Concert will be the “Decommissioning 
Recital” for the Casavant organ, to be held at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, November 
7, in the Sanctuary. We will hear performances by members of  our 
congregation in a special evening of  celebration and thanksgiving where 
we commemorate the end of  our current organ’s service. A reception will 
follow in Jackson Hall. 

Our church has sent out over 15,000 Operation Christmas Child 
(OCC) shoeboxes throughout the years to children around the world. Please 
join us in participating in this year’s OCC drive to reach as many children 
as possible. Shoeboxes and label brochures will be available in the Atrium 
of  Jackson Hall as well as in the entry of  the Ministry Building. Filled 
shoeboxes can be returned to the Atrium no later than Friday, November 
24. A donation of  $10 per box to cover shipping and handling is requested. 
Please help us make this our best year yet!

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and with abiding 
affection and appreciation to the congregation and staff of First Presbyterian Church 
for the outpouring of love in the recent death of Cheryl’s mother, Grace McCracken, 

by Cheryl and Richard Wolford.
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