
Greetings Parents & Volunteers,

The KidzMin Team is aware that many of you have been waiting to hear when SportsWorld Jr 2024
registration will open. After several months of prayer, we have decided that, unfortunately, there will be
NO SportsWorld Jr this year. The key factors that ultimately impacted our decision are: age limitations,
volunteer needs and financial cost.

This was not an easy decision. Please take a moment to learn in more detail below about our reasoning,
and what’s next.

____________________________________________________________

We started this journey over 7 years ago by creating a camp designed for children not quite old enough
to attend SportsWorld (for campers currently in 1st through 5th grade). SportsWorld Jr gave a taste of
different sports along with music, crafts, games and most importantly the opportunity to point campers to
Jesus through Bible storytelling.

We started with 50 campers and grew to over 100 four, five and six year olds singing at the top of their
lungs, smiling and making new friends. It has been a joy and honor to watch an idea that we prayed
over come to life. However, each year we have found different complications arise. After last year, our
team has decided to pause and re-evaluate where SportsWorld Jr is now vs where we started.

Our goal of sharing the Gospel with children in creative ways has not changed, however there are
several key factors our team considered that brought us to this conclusion:

● Age Restrictions & Limitations: Over the years we have had to place more limitations on the
age of campers that can attend. We have found that most children under four and a half are not
at a point in which they can handle all the transitions and activities. This means that our camp
has become limited to 5 and 6 year olds only.

We began to ask ourselves: Are we limiting our opportunity to reach more children, how can we change
this, what does this look like?

● Volunteers: Adult volunteers have been increasingly hard to find and have decreased over the
past few years. This has affected our ability to produce a safe, welcoming and supported
program. We have a great youth turn out, however without seasoned adults serving we have
experienced organizational hardships as well as volunteer burnout.

We began to ask ourselves: Can we keep doing this without adult support?

● Financial Cost: The financial costs to pull off SportsWorld Jr have increased immensely over
the years. A lot of our Children’s Ministry budget goes towards this event through supplies,
providing childcare for volunteers, food, etc.

We began to ask ourselves: Should we spend this amount of money for a very specific and small age
demographic? Could we use these funds and broaden those we can serve?



These key factors have encouraged our team to take a year off for evaluation of SportsWorld Jr. This
means that there will be NO SportsWorld Jr 2024. This has not been an easy decision, however we
believe it’s the best decision at this time. We are praying about how to make changes that could be
effective and allow us to still complete our mission. This may mean that SportsWorld Jr ends and a new
program is introduced. Our team is not sure yet, however our desire to share the Gospel with children
will never change.

SportsWorld is still taking place this summer which is for children currently in 1st grade through 5th
grade. It will take place on June 17-21 and costs $100 per camper. Registration will be opening to the
public on March 25. Please keep in mind that this camp fills up quickly. Keep an eye out for more
information on our website.

Summer Children’s Programs will exist this summer. PCC’s Children’s Ministry is also organizing
different programs to try to explore this summer. We invite any of you to sign up and attend; more
information will be coming out on our website in the coming months. Most importantly, please know we
have loved and enjoyed the opportunity to serve you and your child. Our team would love the
opportunity to continue to serve each of you.

In closing, we also want to take a moment to speak directly to our volunteers that will also see this
email, THANK YOU!We have been blessed by some amazing consistent volunteers over the years.
Without their dedication, vision and support SportsWorld Jr would not have grown or existed.
Specifically, Coach-Sam Demyanyuk, Suzy Epperley, Felicia Maddalon, Kristina Silverman, Andrea &
Ryan Bradley, Rhonda Maine, Kim Newcomb & Family, Carla Covington & Family, Ann Butler, Beth
Hodges & Family, Deb Thompson, Karrianne & Ava Drury, Adrienne Thornblom, Patty Clark, Nancy
Meadows, Carol Coccoli, Delores Flemmings, Haley Campbell, Emberli Little, Happy Witt, Bill Cumpston
and the list could go on!

You all have blessed our ministry beyond words as well as the hearts of our team over the years.
Grateful for every person that has ever served and supported SportsWorld Jr. Watching our campers
turn into volunteers serving has been an amazing experience. We pray it will leave a lasting impact
focused on building God’s Kingdom on each of us.

We know this is not going to be happy news for many, but we do hope you will join us in praying for what
is to come next. Moving forward, please do not hesitate to contact me with questions
(asmith@pccyorktown.com).

Thank you all for being a part of a ministry that has been near and dear to my heart since the beginning!

Amanda Smith
Director of Children's Ministry
Peninsula Community Chapel


