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A Legacy of Faithfulness

E — Encouragement

Highs & Lows Check-In
Take a few minutes to create space for connection.

e What was a high from your week?

e What was a low or something that stretched your faith?

Remind the group: God meets us in both the ordinary and the overwhelming. Just like the
shepherds, faithfulness often begins in simple obedience, not perfect conditions.

S — Scripture

Deep Bible Study: Luke 2:12-20

Primary Passage:
Luke 2:12-20 (NCV)

This passage shows us not just the announcement of Jesus’ birth, but the response to it—
and that response reveals a legacy of faithfulness that continues through generations.

1. God’s Faithfulness Is Revealed in the Ordinary

The shepherds were not religious elites or people of status. Shepherds were considered
unreliable and unclean by society, yet God chose them first to receive the good news.



“This is how you will know him: You will find a baby wrapped in pieces of cloth and lyingin a
feeding box.” (v.12)

e A manger (feeding trough) was an unexpected sign for a King.
e God’s faithfulness often shows up in humble, ordinary places.

e Thisreminds us that God’s promises don’t depend on our position—only His
purpose.

Cross References:

e 1 Corinthians 1:27 — God chooses what the world considers foolish.

e Micah 5:2 -The Messiah would come from Bethlehem, a small and overlooked
place.

2. Faithfulness Produces Action, Not Just Awe

The shepherds didn’t just hear the message—they responded.
“Let’s go... Let’s see this thing that has happened...” (Luke 2:15-16)

e Faithfulness always moves us forward.
e Theirresponse was immediate obedience: they went quickly.
e Faithfulnessis not passive belief—it’s active trust.

This aligns with the truth:

“God’s faithfulness doesn’t depend on our faithfulness.”
“God’s faithfulness is grounded in His character, not our consistency.”

Cross Reference:

e James 1:22 - Be doers of the word, not hearers only.
3. God’s Faithfulness Is Generational

The Christmas story didn’t begin in Luke—it stretches all the way back to Abraham.
“Through you every family on earth will be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3)

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.”
(Matthew 1:1)



“The promises were made... to your Seed, who is Christ.” (Galatians 3:16)
God keeps His promises across generations—even when people fail.

e From Abraham > David > Jesus

e Faithfulness always looks forward, even when fulfillment takes time.

“The faithful God who keeps covenant... for a thousand generations.”
(Deuteronomy 7:9)

Key Truth:
Faithfulness is not about perfection—it’s about showing up again and again.

4. Faithfulness Leads to Worship

The shepherds returned changed.

“They went back... praising God and thanking Him for everything they had seen and heard.”
(v.20)

Their encounter led to:

e Praise
e Gratitude
e Atransformed perspective

Faithfulness is worship.
Saying “yes” to God over and over—even when it’s hard—is an act of worship.

Reflection Questions
Why do you think God chose shepherds to first hear the news of Jesus’ birth?

What does the shepherds’ immediate response teach us about faithfulness?
Where in your life is God calling you to show up consistently, not perfectly?
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How does understanding God’s generational faithfulness change how you view your
obedience today?

5. What does it look like for faithfulness to become an act of worship in your daily life?
6. What legacy of faith are you building—intentionally or unintentionally?



P — Prayer

Take time to pray together as a group.
Prayer prompts:

e Thank God for His faithfulness, even in seasons when you felt faithless.
e Ask Godto helpyou live a life of consistent obedience, not perfection.
e Prayforyour family and future generations—that they would know and follow Jesus.

N — Next Steps

Personal Next Steps:

e Identify one area where God is asking for your faithful yes.
e Commit to consistency—prayer, Scripture, obedience—even when it feels ordinary.
e Reflect on what legacy of faith you are building.

Church Next Steps:

e |nvite someoneinto community this season.
e Serve faithfully—your obedience today impacts generations tomorrow.
e Continue to pray about worshipping through generosity for the Legacy offering.
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