HORIZON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Wedding Policy

Horizon Christian Fellowship believes that the marriage relationship was ordained by God.  We further believe that marriage is a holy institution created by Him for the mutual satisfaction of husband and wife, and the orderly propagation of the human race. It is our conviction that the stability of this union is based not on a series of vows, but on an enduring selfless and spiritual commitment of husband and wife to each other and to the Lord they serve. Marriage is, therefore, entered into only after careful consideration and preparation. We are committed to making the facilities and personnel of this church available to those of our church family who wish to have the ceremony conducted here. We especially strive to nurture our people to see the value and symbolism of keeping themselves pure before the Lord and subsequently united by marriage in this house of worship.

PROCEDURES

A. RESERVATIONS: Two major reservations need to be made when a wedding is first decided:

1. A pastor to conduct the ceremony. This is accomplished by contacting the church office.

2. The church facilities needed. This is also done by contacting the church office.

B. REQUIREMENTS: 
1. Completion of the Pre-Marital Questionnaire. These forms will be included and must be completed and turned in at least one week prior to the time of the first appointment with the counseling pastor.   

2. Completion of pre-marital counseling. This involved process will be explained by the pastor at the initial contact meeting. (The pastor does not have to commit to doing the wedding until after the counseling is completed.)

3. Since we believe marriage is to be God-honoring, we do ask that a couple, at the time of marriage, be regular attenders of HCF or another Bible-teaching church where they can grow in their faith. We will not marry people who are currently living together or sexually involved. If you are living together, please share that with the pastor and see if there is a better way to prepare for marriage. Due to the fact that God, in His wisdom, has said that man and women should not be unequally yoked in marriage, (2 Cor 6) we will not marry two people if they are not both “born-again” believers in Jesus Christ. We will, however, consider beginning counseling to encourage the relationship in a God-honoring way.  Our sole purpose in doing weddings is to glorify Jesus, serve those wanting to have a godly marriage, and encourage each individual involved in their personal walk with Jesus.

C. USE OF CHURCH FACILITIES: It is understood by all church employees and attendees alike that these facilities are here for the glory of God and do not exist for the sole use of any one program or person.  Because our facilities are multi-use, we remain flexible so that all can enjoy. Things to consider while planning:


1. Times to Avoid Use of the Sanctuary
a.        Dates of special ministry
b. Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings

2. Flowers and Decorations: Flowers and decorations need to be secured by the bride/groom.  Decorations and flowers may be placed in the wedding/reception area directly before the wedding.

3. Photographs: When you are making the arrangements with your photographer, please request that picture taking during the ceremony be limited to existing light (no flash) from the back of the sanctuary. It is important that the ceremony not be disturbed by the camera. Arrangements may be made for the other pictures prior to or after the ceremony.  

4. Music: The bride and groom will arrange for the soloist and instrumentalist. In the selection of your music, please keep in mind that the wedding is a reverent ceremony so the music should enhance the service. (No inappropriate music before or after the wedding.)

5. Limitations: No smoking or drinking of alcoholic beverages are allowed in any of the facilities.

6. Reception/Food: Use of the facility’s kitchen is available as well as the fellowship hall for a reception. Food must be pre-cooked before the day of the service.

7. Cost: Free (to those who are a part of HCF).


THE WEDDING CEREMONY

A. Use of Horizon’s church facilities:

Horizon has a facility coordinator that assists in the following:
· HCF contact person
· Assists you with the preparation of our facility for your wedding

B. Choice of Pastor:

C. Basic wedding ceremony format (subject to change per couple’s request):

1. Music begins
2. Ushers seat guests
3. Candles lit by ushers/family
4. Groom’s grandparents seated
5. Bride’s grandparents seated
6. Groom’s parents seated
7. Bride’s mother seated
8. Groom, groomsmen (optional), pastor enter
9. Processional: Bridesmaids, flower girl (if any)
10. Entrance of bride
11. Bride stops at end of the aisle with father
12. “Who gives this woman to be married to this man?” (Father seated)
13. Pastoral prayer
14. Teaching from Scripture/personal exhortations
15. Affirmations (“I will”), bride gives flowers to Maid of Honor
16. Vows exchanged (traditional/personal)
17. Ring ceremony
18. Communion and candle lighting
19. Pronouncement/the kiss
20. Introduction as husband and wife
21. Recessional
22. 
(A special song or two may also be inserted in any place in the ceremony)


TRADITIONAL WEDDING AFFIRMATION AND VOWS

AFFIRMATION (The “I will”)

(Groom/Bride) will you have (Groom/Bride) as your wedding wife/husband,
Will you love him/her
Comfort him/her
Honor and keep him/her, forsaking all others
Keeping only unto him/her
So long as you both shall live?
(Conclude with “I will.”)
(Bride gives flowers to Maid of Honor. Joins hands with groom as they face each other.)












PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING QUESTIONNAIRE

(Please complete this form, your fiancée will also complete his/her own form.  Be prepared to discuss your responses at the first counseling session with the Horizon pastor who will be performing the counseling or ceremony.)

Name:  _________________________		Date: _____________________	
Address:    ____________________________________________________________________
City:  _____________________________ Zip:  ________________
Phone: (home) _________________	 (cell) __________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________________
Do you attend Horizon?  ______ (y/n) How long? ______________
If not, what church do you attend?  _________________________________________________
How long?  __________ Pastor and Contact Number __________________________________
Do you attend a home fellowship group?  ______ (y/n) How long?  __________
Leader’s name & contact ________________________
Who do you know at Horizon that was responsible for your contacting the Pastor regarding marriage? ____________________________________________________
Fiancée’s Name:  ______________________________________________________

ENGAGEMENT PERIOD:
How long have you known each other?  ________
How long have you been courting/dating?  ______
How long have you been officially engaged?  ________
Are all family members in agreement with your engagement? ______ (y/n)
(if not, please explain) ____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What is the tentative date for the marriage ceremony?  ____________________  

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS/CONVICTIONS:
Have you made a commitment to Jesus Christ in your life?  ______ (y/n)
When and where did this occur?   _____________________________________
Briefly define what it means to know and follow Christ.  ________________________
______________________________________________________________________.
What is your belief concerning the authority and place the Bible should have over your personal life and marriage?  ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

MARITAL STATUS:
1. Have you been previously married? ____ (y/n) Widowed or divorced?  _____________ 
2. If divorced, when was it-finalized? ______________________________________________
3. Do you have any children?  ___ (y/n) Ages:  ______________________________________
4. Describe your custody arrangements.  ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
5. Briefly tell why was the marriage terminated?  _____________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________________
      ___________________________________________________________________________
0. What attempts did you make at reconciliation?   ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. Is your ex-spouse a born-again Christian?  _____ (y/n)
WEDDING PLANS:
Where do you plan to be married? _________________________________________
Where will the reception be?    ____________________________________________
Expected size of the wedding?   ___________________________________________
Do you desire to be married by a specific Horizon Pastor? ______________________

GENERAL QUESTIONS:
1.  Why do you believe that you are ready to make a lifelong marriage commitment at this time in your life?  ___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
2.  Are there any special challenges that you and your fiancée will face once married?  (Dealings with ex-spouses, blended families, STD’s, past relationships, abuse, financial concerns, etc.)
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3.  Have you discussed finances? ______ (y/n) Set a projected budget? ______ (y/n)
4.  Are you as a couple involved in any small group Bible studies/discussion groups? _____ (y/n)
5.  Have you read any books on marriage/sex or attended any pre-marital work-shops? ____ (y/n)
6.  Do believe that all forms of sexual physical intimacy before marriage are wrong? ______(y/n) (if not, please explain) ____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

7. Have you had sexual intercourse before? ______ (y/n)
8.  Do you struggle with past guilt about any prior sexual experiences?  _____ (y/n) 
Please explain (or indicated that you would like to discuss this with a pastor / counselor) ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Are you living together with your fiancée at the present time?  _____ (y/n)
10. Have you had sexual contact or sexual intercourse with your fiancée? _____ (y/n)
11. Which of the following areas do you need more teaching / resources on to prepare you for a successful marriage?    (Check those that apply)
	Communication ___			Resolving Conflicts ___	
Roles of Husband/Wife ___		Spiritual/Religious Unity ___
Rearing Children ___			Sexual Satisfaction in Marriage ___

12. Will you be simultaneously working and going to school during the first year of marriage? __

Family History: Briefly describe your family background and your honest opinion of what they think about your fiancée and your plans to marry.  Describe any difficulties they may present to the marriage. __________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

