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Intro.:  The apostle and evangelist who gives our congregation its name is St. John who wrote a Gospel, three 
epistles and Revelation.  He and his brother, James, were sons of the fisherman, Zebedee.  It is to these two that 
Jesus addresses the question, “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with 
which I am baptized?”  This is a question that we should all consider, Are You Sure You Want This Cup? 

I.  This Cup Is Suffering That Neither Jesus Nor His Disciples Really Wanted. 
A.   The quick response of John and James was, “Yes, Lord.  We are able.”  Their answer goes to show that they did 
not actually understand what their Lord meant.  Jesus would certainly drink from the cup of suffering and death - 
the cup filled with the sin of the world – but it was not because He thought it would be tasty or fun.  It was not 
even because He wanted to drink of it.  No, He would drink it because it was the will of His Father.   Remember 
what He prayed in the Garden, as sweat mixed with blood, ran down his face?  “Abba, Father, all things are 
possible for you.  Remove this cup from me.  Yet not what I will, but what you will.” (14:36) 
B.  Jesus knew that the time was almost fulfilled, and the hour was at hand.  He was walking ahead of the disciples 
and setting the pace.  He had fixed His face to go to Jerusalem and those who were walking behind were amazed 
and afraid.  They were not sure why Jesus was in such a hurry.  Why was He so determined to get to Jerusalem?  
What the disciples did not yet understand was that they were joining Jesus on a death march.  
    It was a death march to Calvary that started in Bethlehem, continued to the Jordan and the wilderness of 
temptation, yet it was always leading to this -to Jerusalem where the prophets are killed and those sent by God are 
stoned.  This is where Jesus had to go so that He could be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes and be 
condemned to death.  This is where He would be handed over to the Gentiles to be mocked, spit upon, flogged and 
killed.  And this is where after three days He would rise again in victory.   
C.   This was not what the disciples wanted to hear.  Those things do not sound like a very good description of 
success and glory.  No, what we will hear next week as Jesus enters the city to shouts of Hosanna to the Son of 
David, that is what the disciples were hoping for.  James  and John – and all the disciples, really – were most 
interested in their future careers of presumed earthly glory.  Even among them it seemed that “who you know” is 
what is important.  James and John had already figured out that they were special, why else would John repeatedly 
refer to himself as the disciple Jesus loved.  Remember, they, along with Peter, were the only ones invited by Jesus 
to witness His transfiguration.    
D.   So James and John, tried to pull a fast one with Jesus.  “Teacher,” they say, “we want you to do fur us 
whatever we ask of you.”  Then they made their grab, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your 
left, in your glory.”  Since there’s only a right hand and a left hand, Peter was just going to have to fend for himself.  
What they were doing seemed a bit underhanded.  Elbowing your way to the top is hardly a loving act.  The other 
apostles were indignant.  When you come down to it, they were probably just annoyed that they hadn’t asked first.  
Like the rest of us sinners, they craved attention, and recognition for their own accomplishments.  Like children 
shoving their brothers and sisters out of the way, we want the important people and the world to notice us: “Hey, 
Dad, look at me!”   

II.  This Cup Is Suffering That We Really Don’t Want. 
A.  We are not immune to this twisted way of thinking.  Sin has a way of turning us in on ourselves, and making us 
glory seekers and power brokers.  We want to be in charge or at least have our voices pull some weight.  Like the 
disciples, even our walk with the Lord can become more about us and less about Him.  We stop thinking of the 
people around us as those we can serve, and desire to be served, instead.  Our lives become all about what we 
want which ends up fracturing the Lord’s Church, leading husbands and wives to divorce, and driving a wedge 
between parents and children.  That is not how God created us to be, and it certainly isn’t the way of Christ, who 
says, “Even the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.” (v.45)   
B.  In our Gospel reading Jesus dismissed the misguided request of John and James.  He tells them that “to sit at his 
right and at his left is not [His] to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” (v.40)  What they will 
get to do, though is to drink from Jesus’ cup.  They will all suffer for proclaiming Christ crucified for the forgiveness 
of sins.  According to tradition, most of the twelve were murdered.  None of them had the celebrity life of a 
televangelist, with fast cars and luxury homes.  Instead, they were often hated and reviled, even stoned, stabbed 
and crucified.  James, who wanted to sit on a throne next to Jesus was the first to go.  He was beheaded by Herod 



Agrippa in Acts 12.  It is said that an attempt was made to kill John with poisoned wine, which is why in addition to 
the eagle the snake in a chalice is one of his symbols.  He finally died in exile for daring to preach Jesus.   
C.   “You do not know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them.  “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to 
be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” (v.38)  Again, listen to their answer:  “Yes, we are able.”  
Do you think that these glory and power seeking men really knew what to expect?  Did they know that they and 
future followers of Jesus would be beheaded, burned alive, tortured, and drowned for taking up their crosses and 
following Him?  
     What about you?  Did you realize that you would be mercilessly ridiculed when you were baptized?  Did you 
know that you would be met with such hostility for you confession when you were confirmed?  Did you realize that 
your friends and family might believe differently, and call you narrow-minded and foolish for what they think is an 
antiquated and irrelevant belief system?  Did you really mean it when you stood up here and said that you would 
rather die than fall away from the faith?  Did you understand what you were committing yourself to when you said, 
“Yes, Lord Jesus, I am able to drink from Your cup.”?   
     It is not easy when the tide of world opinion turns against you, and when the shouts of “Hosanna!” change to 
shouts of “Crucify!”  It is not easy when those around you pit you against “science” or “fairness” or “political 
correctness.”  None of us really want to drink from our Lord’s cup of suffering, yet we do and we will.      

III.  But This Cup is The Cup Of Salvation Which We Do Want. 
A.  We each have our own bitter cups to drink from.  It is difficult to choke down the dregs of illness and death, of 
disappointment and heartache that come with this life.  It is hard, but not impossible.  Even unbelievers experience 
suffering in this life, but you have something else.  You have another cup, that they do not know about.  You have a 
promise and a covenant!  That’s right, a New Covenant that Christ has made with you. 
     The world has its gods of fairness and being nice and living life to its “fullest” in sin.  But all that leads to death.  
None of those things can keep anyone alive.  All the fairness and equality in the world cannot offer forgiveness of 
sins or take away guilt before God.  The followers of those gods will still suffer, and theirs will be a suffering that 
never ends.  They will still die in their trespasses and sins.   
B.  Your God is different.  He is the God who comes to you in Jesus, His Son, to give you life.  Jesus offers you the 
cup of salvation.  Jesus baptizes you into His family, a family whose Father is so loving that He sent His only-
begotten Son so that whoever believes in Him would not perish, but have eternal life.   
     Yes, look at Your Lord and God, Jesus, determined to continue His death march for you and me and a world of 
lost sinners like us.  He marches to the cross in order to serve and to save us.  He goes to Jerusalem to be the Great 
High Priest who offers the once-for-all sacrifice of Himself for the sins of the world.  He goes there to drink to the 
very bottom the cup of suffering, the cup poisoned with sin that was given to Him.  He drinks it not because He 
wants to, but because this is His Father’s will to save you and because that is how much Jesus loves you.   
     Our song is love unknown because we can never truly fathom the bitterness of the cup Jesus drank for us.  We 
cannot comprehend the kind of sacrifice and suffering He endured under God’s just anger for the sins of the world.  
Mocked, spit-upon, flogged, nailed to a cross, and lifted up to bleed out and gasp for breath.  Unfair, undeserved, 
yet He endured it willingly for us. 
C.  Most of you have already been baptized into His baptism; baptized into His death for the killing of your old 
sinful flesh.  And also baptized into His resurrection from the dead to give you a new and eternal life.  Many of you 
have also been drinking from His cup also, it is the same cup from which some of you will drink today.  This cup, 
though, has no poison of sin in it, at all.  This cup has only the wine and the pure and holy blood of Jesus, shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins.  This is the cup of salvation, of eternal life, of communion with Christ and one 
another, and of a strengthened faith to live not for your own glory, but to glorify Him.  
Concl.:    Jesus comes to you with such gifts, not to lord it over you, but to serve you.  James and John, said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” (v.35)  But Jesus has taught us to rightly say, 
“Father, not my will, but Yours be done.  [Let me be Your humble servant and a slave of all.]”  In Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 


