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“Light has come into the world...”  (John 3: 19b) 
 
Epiphany greetings to you, my family in Christ! 
  
     The season of the church year which begins on January 6, Epiphany, is the season of light.  
It is the continuing celebration of Christmas when our God and King makes His appearance 
among us through His Son. 
     Many years ago President Bush offered a speech in which he mentioned a "thousand 
points of light”.  He was referring to all of the positive things we can do to make this a better 
world.  In this issue of "The Informer" I want to speak to you about "The Light" who has 
come into the world, and the "thousand points of light" we are called to be as a congregation. 
     The "true Light that enlightens everyone," (John 1:9a) is Jesus Christ.  Without Him we 
would still be dead in sin and doomed to spiritual darkness.  But thankfully through the life, 
death and resurrection of His Son, the Father has revealed His uncreated light to us. The 
Bible tells us: "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father, full of grace and truth...No one has 
ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known to 
us." (John 1:14-18) Jesus is the light of the world and of our congregation. Every Lord's Day 
He makes His appearance among us to reveal the glorious riches of God's grace in the 
Gospel. As we gather for worship our Heavenly King comes to us, blessing us with the royal 
gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation through the Means of Grace.  Christ is "The Light" of 
our life together as the people of God. He is the source of our new life together as brothers 
and sisters, as He says: "I Am the Light of the World, Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life." (John 8:12b)  We, the congregation of believers at St. 
John 's, are truly blessed in seeing 'The Light" of Christ which brings us life.  
        Yet, another great blessing is ours when our Savior says to us: "You are the light of the 
world." (Matthew 5:14a) We are God's "thousand points of light" (or at least a little over 500 
of them) sent into the world to make the glory of God in Christ known. Over 2000 years ago 
the light from Bethlehem 's star led the Magi to the hay-filled throne of God to worship Him. 
Now, it is our turn. It is our turn to lead others to God's throne of grace at the bloody cross, 
and empty tomb. Christ tells us: "In the same way, let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)  We, as a 
congregation, have been given the honor and privilege of pointing the way to Jesus. We live 
in, and by, the light of Christ for one grand purpose, that others may come to know Christ 
through us. Whether a homemaker, a businessperson, a laborer, or a pastor we share one 
superior calling: “to declare the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His wonderful 
light. " (I Peter 1:9) 
     My Epiphany prayer for you is that you may come to glory in “The Light" of Christ, and 
live out your calling to be one of the "thousand points of light" who bring the joy of salvation 
into the lives of others 
  In Christ’s Love,. 
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Serving the Lord this Month 

Eternal Candle  
Jan 7: OPEN 
Jan 14: Greg Burke, in memory of  John’s passing 

Jan 21: OPEN 

Jan 28: OPEN 

Flower Chart 
Jan 7:  OPEN 
Jan 14: Lynne Suess   
Jan 21: OPEN 
Jan 28: OPEN 

 
 
 

Ushers 
Sat, Jan 6: Greg Burke, Rick Newlon,  
 Larry Ripka, and Todd Miller 
Sun, Jan 7: Evan Antolik 
Sat, Jan 13: Greg Burke, Rick Newlon, 
 Larry Ripka, and Todd Miller 
Sun, Jan 14:  Glen McMillin 
Sat, Jan 20:Greg Burke, Rick Newlon, 
 Larry Ripka, and Todd Miller 
Sun, Jan 21: Evan Antolik 
Sat, Jan 27: Greg Burke, Rick Newlon, 
 Larry Ripka, and Todd Miller 
Sun, Jan 28:  Rod Hopkins 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Communion Assistants 
Sun, Jan 7:  Jim Homann and Kevin 
 McAnally 
 
Sun, Jan 21: Dennis Boarts and              
 Jonathan Schmidt 
 

Greeters 
Sat, Jan 6:  
Sun, Jan 7:   
 
Sat, Jan 13:  
Sun, Jan 14:   
 
Sat, Jan 20:  
Sun, Jan 21:  
 
Sat, Jan 27:  
Sun, Jan 28:  
 

Acolytes 
(Sundays only) 

Sun, Jan 7:  Bennett Johnson 
Sun, Jan 14: Brayden Medinger 
Sun, Jan 21: Lydia Merritt 
Sun, Jan 28:  Bentley Orton 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Altar Guild 
Flo Moore  

and  
Margie Schaefer 
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Jan. 3 - Judy Dugan 

Jan. 4 - Donna Green & Leona 
Flaugh 

Jan. 6 - James Hinman & John 
Iwen 

Jan. 7– Stratton Churchill 

Jan. 11 - Brantley McKay, Bonnie 
McManus, & Jerry Hill 

Jan. 12 - Jason Cass, Shane 
Parvin, & Aubree Medinger,  

Jan. 14 - Duane Little, Clark 
Stojan, Lynne Suess &    
Stephanie VanRycke 

Jan. 15 - Chloe Hewitt   

Jan. 16 - Brent Antolik   

Jan. 18 - David Cashion &                
 Angie VanRycke  

Jan. 20 - Lori Borkgren &  

Melissa Nickens  

Jan. 21 - Marissa Keogh &            
Matthew Ryan  

Jan. 22- Rebecca Hinman  

Jan. 23-  Lee Weathers 

Jan. 24 - Tyler Belan, Carl Blaser,     
Amber Mattly & Willy Schlot-
feldt,  

Jan. 25 - Joanie Bull, Lilith           
Hinman & Jennifer Johnson 

Jan. 26 - Liz Cockerill, Adam 
Homann  

Jan. 27- Pam Sims 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT  

Death: 
June Sutton  (11/27/23) 
 
Released: 
Evan Kahle (12/17/23) 
Molly Balentine (12/17/23) 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

Date  This Year       Last Year 
11/26/23      119     179          
12/03/23      139     142  

12/10/23      131     140  
12/17/23      167     137 
Percentage of St. John’s Attendance:  27%
              

 

 

 

 

  

BIRTHDAYS 
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Church News 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

The 2024 offering envelopes will soon be available in the concourse.  
Please pick up your envelopes, but DO NOT use them until January 1, 
2024.  On January 1, discard any 2023 envelopes that you have left 
over and start to use the new 2024 envelopes.    
 
Note that your envelope number may not be the same next year as it 
was this year.  Therefore, it is important to use the proper envelopes in 
order to get credit for your offering.  Those who did not pick up their 
envelopes for 2023 will not be assigned envelopes for 2024 unless you 
request them.  A sheet will be on the table for you to request envelopes 
if you do not find yours in the boxes.    
 
We encourage youth and teens to tithe also and will gladly give them 
envelopes upon request.   
 
 
*Note to all Snowbirds—if you would like your year-end offering statements mailed to you at your 
winter residence, please contact the Financial Secretary or church office with the address you want 
the statement sent. 

LWML 

Mark your calendars for our first meeting of 2024 on Thursday, January 18th 
at 1:00 pm.  
Watch the bulletins for more information!   

2023 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

The 2023 financial statements are available to pick up in the concourse. You will need this for filing 
your taxes. If you need yours mailed to you, please let Kay or Annie know.  

SIMPLY GIVING 

If you would be interested in giving your offering electronically, we can do that!  It is called Simply 
Giving, and it is so very simple to do.  There is a form in the office to fill out, which would allow you 
to select a checking or savings account, the amount, and the schedule for which you would like to 
debit the account ( weekly, monthly, yearly).  You can set it up however works best for you.  You can 
also edit the information at any time as needed.  See the office or Kay Iwen if you need any help or 
have any questions. 
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Church News 

ACTIVITIES ROOM 

New Hours! The activities room will be open from 1:30-3:30pm from now on.  
 

Monday, January 8th and 15th– Paint your own wooden wall cross– cross, stencils, and paint will be 
supplied. There is no cost, but if you would like to make a donation to the Activities room, that would 
be appreciated. 
 
Monday, January 22nd and 29th– Making Valentines cards– supplies will be provided. 
 
Wednesdays will remain games as usual. 
 

FELLOWSHIP FRIDAYS 

The 2nd Friday of every month is Fellowship Friday!  
 
Join us on Friday, January 12th in the Activities room for pizza and 
playing games. Please bring a snack to share.  
 
The activity will change each month so watch the Informer and Bulletin 
for details! 

FOOD PANTRY 

The food pantry has had a very busy couple of months. For the month of November, they provided 
boxes of groceries to 150 households, comprised of 510 individuals with 211 children! The week of 
Thanksgiving, they served a record setting 79 families! 
So far in December with 1 week to go, they have served 106 families, comprised of 234 individuals 
and 85 children. The week before Christmas was another big day, serving 72 families! 
Thank you to all our volunteers for donating their time to  serving their community! 
 
 

 

NEW FOOD PANTRY COORDINATOR NEEDED! 

Greg Burke has served as food pantry coordinator for many, many years now– sadly he has an-
nounced his plans to retire this summer. A large portion of his time and energy is devoted to picking 
up banana boxes from the Silvis Walmart, and picking up food donations from Hy-Vee, Starbucks,  
Olive Garden, Little Caesars, and KFC. This could easily be divided up and shared by 2-3 individuals. If 
you think you might be interested in taking on the role of Food Pantry Coordinator, please stop in the 
office for a complete job description, or talk to Carrie, Greg, or Annie for more information. You 
might also consider to  ‘job shadow’ Greg for a week or two and really see what it involves.  
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Thank you to everyone that purchased a poinsettia this year!  
The sanctuary looked beautiful! 

 
Bill & Donna Greens         In Memory of parents              2 
Dennis & Margie Schaefer                                                 1 
Judy Dugan        In Memory of Loved ones        2 
Flo Moore             In Celebration of Christ's Birth                1  
Jeri Clark        In Memory of William Byles 
                       In Memory of Doris Byles                
                       In Memory of Ray Zentz                         3 
Carole Vrban      In Memory of Loved ones                       1 
Lynne Suess      In Memory of Roy Suess 
                           In Memory of Chase Weeks                     2 
Kris & Kevin McAnally      In Memory of Dave McAnally     1  
Barb Buck                 In Memory of Parents                          1 
Joyce Hoffman             In Memory of loved ones             1 
Sharon DeWulf             In Memory of Richard DeWulf      1 
Ken & Janet Hill           In Memory of Our Parents            1 
Mr & Mrs Norm Antolik      In Memory of Loved Ones        1 
Lucille Perley       In Memory of Loved Ones                     2 
Ralph & Norma Grotelueschen     In Memory of Our Parents, Brothers, Sister, and Son in law   1 
Lou Ann DeRammelaere       In Memory of Loved Ones who have passed   1 
Charles & Bev Brokaw           In Memory of Michael                          1 
Ruby Pancrazio                    In Memory of John (Husband)  
                                            In Memory of Jim (Son)                    2 
The Belan Family                 In Memory of Ed Belan 
                                            In Memory of Dorothy & Joe Smet  2  
Nick & Rachel Kjera                                                                    2 
Janet Wachs                       In Memory of Ed                                1  
Susan Bowman                   In Memory of Davis Bowman & loved ones   1 
Steve & Diana Lackey       In Memory of Loved Ones                        1 
Glen & Lori McMillin             In Memory of Loved Ones                        1 
Theresa Wachs                    In Memory of Ed Wachs  (Dad)                  1 
Kathy Herron          In Memory of Loved Ones                 1 
Sandy Young          In Memory of Bob Young  
                               In Memory of Loved Ones                 2 
Dennis & Lois Kelly                                        1 
Nancy Davis           In Memory of Loved Ones                  1 
John & Kay Iwen                                    1 
Troy & Val McDonald      In Memory of Loved Ones            1 

Church News 
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2024 Elected Officers 

      Executive Board 
     President: Rod Hopkins 
     Vice President: Brian Engebrecht 
     Secretary: Diana Lackey 
     Treasurer: Norm Antolik 
     Asst Treasurer: Stevee Antolik 
     Financial Secretary: Kay Iwen 
               Asst Financial Sec: Margie Schaefer 
 
Board of Human Care  Board of Elders   Board of Trustees 
Shannon Brand   Jim Homann    Evan Antolik 
Patti Ekin    Ralph Grotelueschen  Zack Antolik 
Janet Newlon   Dennis Boarts   Brent Antolik 
Greg Burke    Glen McMillin   Ken Hill 
Jeri Clark    Jonathan Schmidt   Larry Hipple 
Tamee Stone    Brian Kern    Flo Moore 
     Kevin McAnally   Chuck Brokaw 
          Bill Girard 
          Craig Churchill 
          Greg Hart 
Board of Youth   Board of Outreach   Bill Johnson 
Kris McAnally   Charlie Britton   Nick Kjera 
Rebecca Hinman   Joan Britton    Scott Mattly 
Holly Belan    Larry Dodge    Todd Miller 
Cris Braddy    Rose Sullivan    Tim Stone 
Annie Churchill   Steve Sullivan   Brian Nielson 
Lori McMillin      
Kami Sellers 
Rachel Kjera     

ALL BOARDS WILL MEET ON JANUARY 4TH AT 6:30PM.  This is your 
first meeting with your 2024 line-ups, so please plan to attend! 
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2024 Approved Budget 





St. John’s in Winter Snow 

Office Hours  
Monday– Wednesday:  

8:30am-2:00pm 

Closed 12-1pm for lunch 

Thursdays: 8:30am-noon 

Worship Times 
Saturday 5:00pm 

Sunday 9:00am 

Sunday School/ Bible Study 10:15am 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

1450 30th Ave. 

East Moline, IL 61244 

 

 

 

Phone: (309)792-0755 

Email: office@stjohnsem.org 

Web: www.stjohnsem.org 


