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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

December 28, 2025 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES:  CHRISTMAS AT THE MOVIES 

Christmas movies all have stories that we love and can relate too. Looking back at the first 
Christmas and seeing some of our favorite movies this time of year, gives us a different 
perspective on the greatest story ever told. Let’s discover what this season is really all about 
in a unique and different way. 

 
 
 

 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN                                      Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  | ELW #288 
please stand 

 



GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
KYRIE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P:   Let us pray, 
       O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As  
       you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and  
       adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with  
       you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 
FIRST READING                                                                                          Isaiah 9: 1-7 
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations. 
 

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied exultation; 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders, 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Great will be his authority, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 



with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
SECOND READING                                                Hebrews 2:10-18 
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all 
have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters, saying, 
 

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; 
    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
 

And again, 
“I will put my trust in him.” 
 

And again, 
“Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 
the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but 
the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and 
sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help 
those who are being tested. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   please stand 

 



 
P:      The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                     Matthew 2:13-23 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
 
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he 
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. Then what had 
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 
“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
    wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard 
that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 
There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
 
 
 



P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 
MESSAGE                                                                          It’s a Wonderful Life  | Pastor Rob 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                  What Child is This | ELW #296 
please stand 

  



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, 
creation, and all who are in need. 

 

A: God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but 
according to the abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go 
into the world and do likewise. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A:   God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of 
your love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing 
balm for what we have broken. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you 
suffer alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of 
all they serve. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great.  
 

A: God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour 
out your compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in 
the palm of your hand. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… Hear us, 
O God.  

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O 
God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. 

C:   Amen. 
_____________________________________________________ 

The Meal 
 

PEACE  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 



OFFERING                                                                                             
 

OFFERING  RESPONSE     please stand 

 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A:    God of glory, 
        great are your wonders among us 
        and many are the blessings you bestow. 
        Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
        that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
        through Christ our Savior. 
C:    Amen. 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P:     God is now in flesh appearing. 
         Come to the feast of joy! 
C:     Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION  DISTRIBUTION                         
 

AN INVITATION 
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.  
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that 
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
God’s love and mercy.  Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray.  Gluten free wafers available at 
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.  



 
 

P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
        His grace. 
C:     Amen. 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
        please stand 
 

A:   Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
       May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
       the mystery of your presence. 
       Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
       in the everyday moments of our lives, 
       through Christ born in us. 
C:   Amen 

 

_______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

BLESSING  
 

P:   The triune God,  glorious Mystery, 
       holy Incarnate One,  abiding Comforter, 
       † bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 
C:  Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN                                             Angels We Have Heard on High | ELW #289 
please stand 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P:   Glory to God in the highest! 
C:   And peace to God’s people on earth! 
P:   Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
C:   Thanks be to God.  

 
 



____________________________________________________ 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Faith! 
We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today!  Have questions about Faith? 
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where 
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next 
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first 
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you! 

 
NEXT                                                                                                      Sun 1/4    | 9:00 & 10:30 AM 
If you've ever wondered how to get involved at Faith or how to take the next step, don't 
worry. We've created a simple next step for you. It's a small gathering called NEXT. This 
informal gathering lasts approximately 20 minutes and will provide you with an overview of 
our mission, strategy, and environment to help you determine your best next step in 
continuing your faith journey.  Pastor Rob and Jenn Richardson, Faith’s volunteer 
coordinator, will be on hand for conversation and to welcome you to Faith.   Meets fireside. 
 
REVOLUTION                             Sun  1/4 & 1/18 | 5:00 PM 
On Sunday Nights at Faith, we’ve created an event that attracts middle & high school 
students just like you. After all, we figure you want to be wherever your friends are. We 
make this time as fun and relevant as we possibly can. The goal is for you to leave feeling 
energized to go out there and tackle another week!  Meets 1st and 3rd Sundays in the 
auditorium. Register online-  discoveringfaith.com 
 
KIDWERKS                                          Sundays | 9:30 AM 
Join us in the auditorium as we dive into learning about new virtues each month through 
stories from the bible so that we can grow in our understanding and relationship with 
God. To register go to  discoveringfaith.com  or for more information please 
contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com   PreK – 5th grade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jenn@discoveringfaith.com


A MOMENT FOR MOM                                                                                    Sat 1/10 | 10:00 AM 
Our next session,  Samatha McGann, McT, LCSW will talk about "Riding the Storm: Helping 
Your Littles Regulate Without Losing Your Cool!" You won't want to miss it! 
A Moment for Mom is a group for moms of kiddos ages 0-10 that meets the 2nd Saturday 
each month through May 2026. Sessions provide a delicious breakfast and amazing speakers 
on topics relating to motherhood. We offer affordable childcare while you attend. Our 
website is ready for you to explore our speakers and costs for the 2025-2026 year. Come join 
us and other moms to laugh, learn, and connect. Register today and/or reach out to us for 
more information at www.discoveringfaith.com/amomentformom. 
 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING                   Sun 1/25  | 10:45 AM 
All members are invited to attend Faith's annual congregational meeting.  Agenda items will 
include a review and celebration of 2025,  approval of the 2026 spending plan, the election of 
council members and nominating committee members.   
 

CHILI COOK OFF                            Sat 1/31 | 5:00 PM 
Do you make the best Chili?  Don't Cook?  Join us in the tasting and judge your favorite Chili! 
Sign up soon at the welcome center to enter your favorite Chili recipe, or to bring desserts or 
sides, e.g. corn bread. Open to all ages. If you're competing, please have your Chili entry at 
the church by 4:30 PM. Please bring any fixings for your chili, e.g. cheese, sour cream, etc. 
Prizes will be awarded along with bragging rights of course 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As Easy as Click & Give 
As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity.  We know it 
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action 
on your generosity is simple.  Just scan the QR code with your camera and 

give.  Simple, safe, and secure.   
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Pastor Rob Douglas 
DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM 

3000 LIBERTY ST. AURORA, IL.  60502 |  (630) 862-3500  |  OFFICE@DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM 
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