
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Time After Pentecost 
8:00 am worship service 

 

 



 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

July 13, 2025 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES:  CHALLENGE ACCEPTED 
The easy path is tempting, but God often does his greatest work on the hard road 
where faith, obedience, and courage grow. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN                                                Lord of All Hopefulness  | ELW #765 
please stand 

 
 
GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 



KYRIE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P:   Let us pray, 
       O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care.  
       Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors  
       with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
______________________________________________ 
The Word 
FIRST READING                                                                               Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
and the Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your 
undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the 
fruit of your soil. For the Lord will again take delight in prospering you, just as he 
delighted in prospering your ancestors, when you obey the Lord your God by 
observing his commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the 
law, because you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul. 
 

“Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for 
you, nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up 
to heaven for us and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ Neither is 
it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross to the other side of the sea 
for us and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ No, the word is very 
near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING                                     Colossians 1:1-14 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
    To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 

In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all 
the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this 
hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel that has come to you. Just as it is 
bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among 
yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 
This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful 
minister of Christ on our behalf, and he has made known to us your love in the 
Spirit. 
 

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the 
knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength that comes 
from his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 
giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of 
the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   please stand 

 
 



P:      The Holy Gospel according to John, the 16th chapter. 

 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                     John 16:  16-24, 33 
“A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will 
see me.” Then some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by 
saying to us, ‘A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, 
and you will see me,’ and ‘because I am going to the Father’?” They said, “What 
does he mean by this ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 
Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Are you discussing 
among yourselves what I meant when I said, ‘A little while, and you will no longer 
see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’? Very truly, I tell you, you will 
weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will 
turn into joy. When a woman is in labor, she has pain because her hour has come. 
But when her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the 
joy of having brought a human being into the world. So you have pain now, but I 
will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from 
you. On that day you will ask nothing of me. Very truly, I tell you, if you ask 
anything of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have not 
asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be 
complete. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 
MESSAGE                                                                                Challenge  | Pastor Rob 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                  Blessed Assurance | ELW #638 
please stand  

 
 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole 
church and pray for the needs of the world. 

 

A: Saving God, awaken your church to your truth as it follows your path of love. 
Encourage pastors, deacons, teachers, and seminarians, and lead them as they 
seek to learn your ways. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A:   Instill in leaders of the world a strong love for their neighbors. Compel them 
to govern with equity and to give aid and protection to people who are 
vulnerable, especially strangers, migrants, and asylum seekers. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Draw near to people in need of help, comfort, and healing. Provide protection 
and aid to children who are unsafe and undernourished while on summer 
break. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer.  
 

A: Go with all who travel, and protect them from harm. Put in their paths people 
who offer aid. We pray especially for the safety of first responders. God of 
grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… God of 
grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

C:   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Meal 
 

PEACE  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

 
OFFERING                                                                                             
 

 
 
OFFERING  RESPONSE     please stand 

 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A:    Creator God, 
        in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
        and the harvest is plentiful. 
        Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
        and our labor, 
        that we may work for the good of all; 
        through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C:    Amen. 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 



 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P:     The kingdom of God is set before you. 
         Eat and rejoice. 
C:     Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION  DISTRIBUTION                         
 

AN INVITATION 
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.  
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that 
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
God’s love and mercy.  Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray.  Gluten free wafers available at 
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.  



 
 

P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
        His grace. 
C:     Amen. 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
        please stand 
 

A:   Mothering God, 
       you gathered us to your table 
       and we drank deeply of your grace. 
       Send us out by your Spirit 
       to love our neighbors as ourselves 
       and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.  
C:   Amen 

 

_______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

BLESSING  
 

P:   The love of God abound in you; 
       the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
       and the life of the Spirit † bless you and give you peace.        
C:  Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN                                              Let All Things Now Living| ELW #881 
please stand 

 
 
 



DISMISSAL 
P:   Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
C:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Faith! 
We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today!  Have questions about Faith? 
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where 
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next 
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first 
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you! 

 
MEMBERSHIP AT FAITH          Mon 7/14 & 7/21 | 6:30 PM 
This two-part course invites participants to explore the vision, mission and values of Faith, as 
well as a broad overview of the Christian faith from a Lutheran perspective. Participants will 
also discover their unique gifts and how they can use them in serving others.  This course is 
open to everyone, and is required of those who wish to become members at Faith! Register 
on line or at the welcome center. 

 
KIDWERKS Summer Schedule                                                                    Sundays at 9:30AM 
     July: 13 & 27 
     August: 10 & 24                                 
 

We will continue to meet this summer every other week in the auditorium. Join us for a 
summer of fun and learning!  Any questions please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com  
 

Outdoor Sunday Worship                                                                             Sun 7/20 | 9:30 AM 
Come Join Us on Sunday, July 20, as we'll be meeting outdoors at 9:30 AM for only one 
worship service. No 8:00 AM service. Bring your lawn chair or blanket and join us on the 
lawn. We'll have some outdoor seating as well. You can also attend from your car by tuning 
into FM 88.3. We'll be live streaming this service as well, if you're unable to make it in person. 
 
VBS DECORATIONS NEEDED 
In just under a month, Faith is hosting TRUE NORTH VBS. We are in need of some artificial 
Christmas trees for decoration around the building. If you are willing to lend the team a tree 
or 2 for the week please contact Jenn Klosterman at jenn@discoveringfaith.com. Trees can 
be dropped off any Sunday between now and July 20th and will be available to take back 
home after July 25th. Thanks for helping us create this special space! 

 
 
 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The children's ministry team is looking for volunteers to join us for VBS this summer, July 21-
25. We are looking for both teen and adult volunteers for the week. Please contact 
jenn@discoveringfaith.com if you're interested in serving this summer! 

 
VBS  -True North                                                                                         7/21 - 7/25/25 | 9:00 AM 
Join us this summer at True North VBS, kids will embark on the ultimate Alaskan adventure 
where northern lights glow over majestic mountains, racing rivers, and glistening glaciers. As 
kids trek the tundra, they’ll explore how easy it is to lose sight of what’s true in our wild 
world today. Pointing them toward Jesus, True North VBS shows them that he is a faithful 
friend we can always trust. He’s our True North! Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning 
activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make and devour yummy treats, 
experience one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of 
God’s love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long. 
For more information contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com or register online at 
discoveringfaith.com 

 
 
As Easy as Click & Give 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity.  We know it 
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action 
on your generosity is simple.  Just scan the QR code with your camera and 

give.  Simple, safe, and secure.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prayers 
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list and have the prayer team pray for them, 
please contact the church office at (630) 862-3500 or send an e-mail  
prayerteam@discoveringfaith.com 

Prayer concerns will be listed for four weeks unless otherwise noted. 
 

Care 

If you know of someone who is in need of emotional, physical, or spiritual support, please 
contact our care team at: careteam@discoveringfaith.com 
  

Pastoral Emergency 

In the case of an emergency that requires immediate Pastoral Care, please contact Pastor 
Rob directly on his cell phone at (630) 248-5515. 
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Pastor Rob Douglas 
DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM 
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