METRO COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Gift Acceptance Guidelines


The purpose of the following Gift Acceptance Guideline is to establish a standard for how Metro Community Church staff, leadership team members and those in a position to influence decisions (Persons) relate to attenders, other members and outside vendors and contractors.  Great thought should be given to how the acceptance of the gift will affect the purpose of Metro Community Church and the ability of each staff and leadership team member to effectively live out the purpose of Metro Community Church.  If there is any doubt whether a gift should be accepted, seek advice from your ministry team leader.

1. With the exception of weddings, funerals and other similar events, no person should request or expect any item of value or “goods or services” as a result of carrying out their responsibilities at Metro Community Church.  Please pay close attention to how requests made via social media can be perceived by others.
1. No person shall accept a gift, favor, benefit, payment or other transfer of value that they are unable to repay, if necessary.
1. It is the person’s responsibility to determine if taxes are due as a result of accepting a gift.  If so, the person is responsible to declare the gift as taxable on their tax return.
1. Any request for public recognition of the prospective Gift giver in consideration for the proposed Gift is prohibited (for example, a request to have a portion of Metro Community’s facilities named in the donor’s honor is prohibited)
1. Any request for use of the Gift giver’s name or logo by Metro Community Church is strictly prohibited.
1. If asked by the Gift giver, anyone giving a Gift must be informed that the Gift is NOT tax deductible (gifts to individuals are not tax deductible and the Gift giver should seek tax advice in this regard).
1. Gifts comprised of traded securities (such as stocks) where the issuer and/or the underlying business enterprise is not consistent with the mission of Metro Community Church (for example, Gifts of stock in a company in the pornography industry) are not acceptable gifts.
1. The following criteria should be considered when determining whether you should accept or reject a proposed Gift:
1. The expected monetary value of the proposed Gift (for example, is the value high and could be seen as prejudicing decision making authority); gifts of a value less than $500 are acceptable under most circumstances.
1. Beware of any strings attached to the Gift.
1. Could your acceptance of the Gift have a detrimental effect, real or perceived, on your decision making authority or the reputation of Metro Community Church.
1. Your need for the assets included in the proposed Gift and the likelihood of future Gifts from the prospective donor (for example, if you are desperate or could be perceived as desperate for the Gift or if you expect to receive additional Gifts in the future from the donor, will this impair your judgment or will there be a perception of impairment of your judgment?)
1. The anticipated perception of the proposed Gift by the general public and the Metro Community church community and the potential for dilution or enhancement of the organization’s goodwill and prestige resulting from the Gift (If everyone knows about this or if this is announced in the news, will I care and would that affect my decision to accept the Gift?  If it does, you should refrain from accepting the Gift).
1. Any perception that by giving the Gift, the Gift giver may earn their way to heaven or receive some meritorious spiritual value.
1. Will the receipt of the Gift be perceived by either the Gift giver or others as taking advantage of the Gift giver or position?
1. Beware of any Gift in which you know nothing about the asset.  A professional opinion may be required as to the value or potential liability related to the proposed Gift.
1. Be aware of the potential liability to Metro Community Church if the Gift is perceived to be given to Metro Community Church (a gift that is given has been stolen or obtained through ill-gotten gain).  It should be made clear that any Gift received is given to you personally and not to the church.
1. The identity of and circumstances surrounding the prospective giver of the Gift, including their (i) reputation for honesty and integrity in the community, (ii) financial viability and ability to afford the proposed Gift, and (iii) business or the primary source of funding for the assets included in the proposed Gift and the consistency thereof with the organization’s mission.
1. With respect to any proposed Gift of non-publicly traded securities (someone gives you stock in their family business or other private company), the prospective liquidity and liability related to ownership of such securities (you are now the owner of a business and could be sued personally for liabilities of the company).


For employees, violation of the above guidelines could result in disciplinary action up to and including termination of employment.
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