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The Other Way Ministries | Megan VerMerris 
This summer I had the privilege of spending time with the Other Way Ministries Food Pantry. The Other 
Way is a Christ-centered ministry located in Grand Rapids that focuses on helping their neighbors 
through a variety of ways, one of which is the food pantry. During the summer at the food pantry, I 
worked on stocking shelves, sorting donations, and helping neighbors through the food pantry. I grew 
to love The Other Way and all the people who are there- workers, volunteers, or neighbors. 

One of my favorite parts of working at The Other Way was getting to meet so many wonderful 
volunteers. Everyone who works there is so welcoming and has such a passion for helping the people 
around them. They are all so kind and willing to take time out of their lives to be stewards of Christ and 
spend their time with the people of Grand Rapids who may need help and a community. Cecibel, the 
front desk worker, was someone who I loved getting to know. She is so kind and patient with all the 
people who come in and work so hard. I loved the times when we would sit and talk about her family, 
garden, and her journey to get where she is now. I am so glad that I got to spend time with her and all 
the other volunteers and workers at the food pantry. 

I also loved meeting many different people from around Grand Rapids. I learned the names of many of 
the people that came into the pantry and had the privilege of listening to their stories and talking to 
them about music, their families, their histories, and more. I really appreciated the diversity that was 
represented among the neighbors that I met at The Other Way, and I was glad to know that I was a 
small part in making a difference in their lives. One distinct memory I have from the beginning of the 
summer was when one woman I was helping around the food pantry turned to me and said that we 
were a miracle to her and that she didn’t know what she would do without us. It is a confirmation that 
the work that The Other Way does is so important and can really help to change someone’s life.  

Something that has stood out to me from my work this summer is that there are many people who are 
struggling, but still take time to give back. For example, some of the volunteers that work there also go 
through the pantry. Even though they may not have many resources or need the extra help, they still 
make it a priority to help others and give back. Another example of neighbors giving back is when two 
very kind women came through our pantry in the morning, and then later in the day came back with 
baked goods to share with the volunteers and customers who came in.  

Another part of my work at The Other Way that I really loved was getting to speak Spanish with many 
of the neighbors that came in. Many of the people that shop at the pantry are Hispanic, and as a 
Spanish-speaker-in-training, it was really helpful to be able to practice talking to others in a real world 
setting and not just a classroom.  

I have seen God work in so many ways at The Other Way and it is so amazing to be a part of the 
mission. I feel that this experience has changed my perspective on homeless or lower-income families 
because I’m not so quick to judge anymore and now have the urge to help and love others. I have 
loved spending time with and getting to know so many different people. I am so grateful for the 
opportunity to do the Glenn VanNoord program and I am very thankful that I got to spend my 
summer at The Other Way. 


