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WELCOME! We are happy to have you with us for worship today. We are in the
season of advent in the church and are preparing to celebrate Christmas. Join us
in our Carol Liturgy today.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Faith, Worship, Fellowship

Everything you need to participate in worship is printed in this worship booklet.
Bold print = Congregational Responses

Holy Communion is a gift of God’s grace. This is the table of the Lord. All are
welcome.

Introduction to the day
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert

shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs
of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at
his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes,
in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our
eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ's advent among us.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

A TIME OF QUIET REFLECTION
A Time for Meditation & Prayer

WELCOME AND MISSION NOTES

PRELUDE: by the Bell Choir

(We stand as we are able)

P: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ,
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. '

Amen.

We confess our sins before God and one another.

A brief time of silence for self reflection.

Lord of Life,

Before the beginning of time, you were. After time is done, you will be. Show
compassion and grace to your people when we fail to love you, love our
neighbors, and love life. Generously pour out your forgiveness so we might
turn back to you, and to all the ways of love.

Amen.

God'’s love cannot be stopped by anything. No distance, height, depth, or brokenness
will impede God’s love. God knows you intimately, and will never stop loving you. In
the name of Christ our Lord, you are forgiven all your sin. Live in the love of God.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG

ELW 242

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and areet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her - ald its dawn - ing. Sing out  your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light  so
dark the win - ter and cheer - less, the ris - ing sun shall
_Q_H { = | } P | i _i I ;
:%_\iﬂ; — E ! Irif_ e — — P &
soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, SO warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to bring all hearts to -
mu - sic to  heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
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geth - er, he o - pens wide the heav’'n - ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - ry; may God fill ev - ’ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er.
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness
weap - ons be bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - ry

Text: Marty Haugen. b. 1950
Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638, www.giumusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights rescrved. Used by permission,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
And also with you.



(We are seated)

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’'s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,

strengthen our hearts

as we await the Lord’'s coming in glory.

Enlighten us with your grace,

that we may serve our neighbors in need.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

HYMN FOR LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH ELW 240—Vs 3 only

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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[ Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate- way for the King of glo - ry.
He 1s com - ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 TIF IN VELDELE
Music: Yiddish folk tune 107 96

Text € 1984 Loriress Press




PRAYER OF THE DAY

A: Let us pray.
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that,

transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT PLAY

(We stand as we greet one another with Christ’s blessing of peace)

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



(We are seated or we kneel)

A: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the

church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and liberation. Lead us to
proclaim the good news from generation to generation, that all may place their hope in you.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is barren, sow seeds of life. Fill
the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, and creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the
wonder of your works.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn their attention to
inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of compassion and care in all who govern.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. In uncertain times, remind us of the
promise spoken to our ancestors in faith.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, be present to all who are sick, grieving or in any need. Empower all people who wait for
change especially pray for those from our prayer list and these we say silently or aloud. (PAUSE)
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release. Strengthen the work of
the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of poverty, and welcoming the immigrant.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died in faith. May their
boldness of faith inspire our witness and work.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, you are our sure foundation and rock of salvation. Draw near to all those who put
themselves in harms way for the sake of others, especially our military personnel, first responders,
and those in the medical field.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

P: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus
Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen. 7



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING (Responding to God's grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes)

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

(We stand as sing as the gifts are brought forward)

OFFERTORY: (Sung fto the tune of “Away in a Manger’)

Accept, O Lord, the gifts that we bring,
to place on your table as praises we sing.

Our time and our talents, our lives and our love,
we offer with thanks for your gifts to us.

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You share your gifts
with all people. Receive our gifts and offerings of thanks in response to your gracious love. Help us
to see the needs in our neighbors as ways for us to share the blessings we first received from you,
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your
people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day
when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: (Sung in the tune of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’)

Holy, holy, holy Lord! | God of hosts, by all adored!

Heav'n and earth cannot contain ! all the glory of your name!
Hail hosanna, God most high! | Blest is he who now draws nigh
In the name of God the King! ! Hallelujahs glad we sing:

Hail hosanna! Praises due ' be forever, Lord, to you!

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we claim the Lord’s death until he
comes again.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The table is set and All of God’s Children are Welcome.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (Holy communion is a gift of God’s grace and is open to all. Please
come down the center aisle as directed by the ushers to receive the host from the pastor. Gluten
free hosts are available. Receive the wine from the Assisting Minister. Grape juice is available in the
center ring. Return fo your seats by the side aisle placing empty cups in receptacle.)

COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Sung to the tune of “O Little Town of Bethlehem”)

O Lamb of God, the son of God, you take away our sin.

Cast out the darkness from our lives that you may dwell within.
Fill us with your compassion. Grant us your peace and grace.
Draw near to us, come Lord Jesus, within this holy place.

10



CONMMUNION SONG ELW 253
He Came Down
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He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;

!l H M 3= r‘"3—"]
s 3 I |
| | |

FASOIR U I N6 TS

[

TTe

he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional
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COMMUNION SONG

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

"ELW 272
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I Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sat - ah had fore - told it,  the rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with  sweet-ness  fills the
4 0O Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s  lin - eage com - ing as
mind;  with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
woe,; O Sav - ior, king of glo - ry, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark-ness ev - ’ry - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the «cold of win - ter, when half-spent was  the night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when  half-spent was the night
sin and death he saves us and light-ens ev - ry load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 18511934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 18451925, st. 3; John C. Mattes. 18761948, st. 4
Music: ES [ST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesdinge, Kéln, 1599
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COMMUNION SONG

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

ELW 244
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Re - joice, re - joice, be - liev - ers, and

let your lights ap -

pear;

The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;

|
2
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and
4

suf - f'rings bore,

Our hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be - night-ed sphere.
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The  brnide-groom is a - rs - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.

A - round the throne of glo - ry the

Lamb they shall be - hold;

With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laucenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907

Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune
\
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(When all who desire have received the sacrament, we stand as we are able)

TABLE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in the faith in his

grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray,
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant
that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us,
that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
P: Please receive this blessing.

May God be with you all,

above you to watch over you,

beneath you to carry you,

in front of you to lead you,

behind you to encourage you,

beside you to befriend you,

within you to bring you to eternal life.

May God watch between me and thee while we are absent one from another.
Amen.

QAN

Blessings ; ;);/}
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING SONG ELW 266
All Earth Is Hopeful

Toda la tierra
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1o - da la tie - rra es pe - raal Sal - va - dor
1 All earth is  hope - ful, the Sav - ilor comes at last!
2 Peo - ple of Is - rael, you heard the proph-et tell:
3 Moun -tains and val - leys will have to be pre - pared;
4 We first saw  Je - sus a ba - by in a crib.
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vel sur - co.a-bier - to, la ob - ra del Se - fAor; es el
Fur - rows lie o - pen for God’s cre - a - tive task: this, the
“A vir - gin moth - er will  bear Em-man - u - el™; she con -
new  high-ways o-pened. new pro - to - cols de-clared. Al- most
This  same Lord Je - sus to day has come to live in  our
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mun - do  que lu - cha por la li - ber - tad, re
la - bor of peo - ple who strug - gle to see how
ceived him, “God with us,” our broth - er, whose birth re
here! God is near - ing, in beau - ty and grace! All
world; he is  pres - ent, in neigh - bors we see our
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cla - ma jus - ti - cia y bus - ca la ver-dad.  dar-nos li-ber-tad.

God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ‘ry-bod-y free.
stores hope and cour-age to chil - dren of this earth,
clear ev - 'ry gate-way. in haste, come out in haste!
Je - sus is with us, and ev-er sets us free.

Text: Alberto Taulé, b, 1932: tr. Madelcine Forell Murshall, b, 1946
Music: TODA LA TIERRA. Alberto Taulé

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the Good News!.
Thanks be to God.
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Permissions and copyrights....

Liturgy and liturgical music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright @Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress/Sundays and Seasons License #SB 172444. Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. Reprinted

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Mom : Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen. Text & Music: ©
1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com, 800.442.3358. All rights reserved, Used by
permission. © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Music CCLI License No. 90314418.

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah: Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954. Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune. Text: © 1984
Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission, Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Music CCLI
License No. 90314418.

He Came Down: Text: Cameroon traditional. Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional. All rights reserved, Used by permission.
© 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Music CCLI License No. 90314418,

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming: Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-
1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4. Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesii, Kéin, 1599; arr.
Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621. All rights reserved, Used by permission. © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Music CCLI License No.
90314418.

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers: Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907. Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA
FARDIG, Swedish folk tune. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Music CCLI License No.
90314418.

All Earth Is Hopeful: Text: Alberto Taulé , b. 1932, tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946. Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé.
Spanish Text & Music: © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo,
Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Music CCLI License No.

90314418.
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