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December 28, 2025 – 8:00AM & 6:00PM D.S. 1 

The First Sunday After Christmas 
 

 

 

Sharing the message today is Pastor Scott Gustafson with Ken Van De Zande as the Lector 
and Eileen Hass playing the organ. 
 

AS WE GATHER  The stores are processing gift returns, but we dare not return our greatest 
Christmas gift—our Lord Jesus! God is gracious and forgiving, remembering His promises. He 
leads us, as we hear He did for the Israelites in the Old Testament Reading. We need no one 
else, as we are God’s dear children, which Paul reminds us in the Epistle. It is not that we do 
not have enemies—even Joseph had to figure out what to do—but we have Jesus with us. It is 
still Christmas. 
 

OPENING HYMN:                    “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”                                  LSB 386  

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt.Tune: German, 14th cent.Text and tune: Public domain 
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INVOCATION 
 

A In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 

A If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
         

 Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

A Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 
of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   
C Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE      “This is the Feast” 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

A The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  

 
 

A Let us pray.  O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that 
we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                           Isaiah 63:7-14 
 

7 I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according to all that 
the Lord has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted 
them according to his compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 8 For 
he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely.” And he became 
their Savior. 9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved 
them; in his love and in his pity, he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all 
the days of old. 10 But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore, he turned to be 
their enemy, and himself fought against them. 11 Then he remembered the days of old, of 
Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit, 
12 who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, who divided the waters 
before them to make for himself an everlasting name, 13 who led them through the depths? 
Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble. 14 Like livestock that go down into the 
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valley, the Spirit of the Lord gave them rest. So you led your people, to make for yourself a 
glorious name. 

   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
   

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                           Galatians 4:4-7 
 

 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God. 

 
 

 
 

 

A   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                    LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                         Matthew 2:13-23 
 

A The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and 
took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until 
the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of 
Egypt I called my son.” 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise 
men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all 
that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained 
from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A 
voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 
children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 19 But when Herod died, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take 
the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life 
are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of 
Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district 
of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by 
the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

   
 

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C Praise to You, O Christ. 
SERMON HYMN                  “Let All Together Praise Our God”                   LSB  389 vs. 1-5 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3–5): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 Text (sts. 1, 3–5): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005698 Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON     
 

 
 

 
 

NICENE CREED 
 
 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible.  

 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end.  

 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME & OFFERING During this time, please sign the attendance 
book found in the pew or use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer 
requests on our app or online at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also visit our app 
or www.trinitymerrill.com/give to learn more about other ways to support the ministries at 
Trinity.  (When filling out the attendance book, please include your last names and list 
the names of everyone in attendance in your family) 
 

 
 

OFFERTORY                                          LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 

 

PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE 
 
 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 
 

P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in 
the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, 
seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not 
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
 

http://www.trinitymerrill.com/live
http://www.trinitymerrill.com/give
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SANCTUS LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

  Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

   

 

PAX DOMINI  
 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI                                           LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION               “Let All Together Praise Our God”                    LSB 389; vs. 6 & 7 

 

 

 
Text: tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001 Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698 Tune: Public domain 

 
 

                                 “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”         LSB 358; vs. 1-3, 14 &15 
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann Text and tune: Public domain 

 

                                
                                   “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                                       LSB 359 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. 
Mattes, 1876–1948 Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln Text and tune: Public domain 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    “Thank the Lord”                                               LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN                    “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                         LSB 367 
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Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Acknowledgments   Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations 
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
 

Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Walter, Ann & Bob Koebe  
by Jim Koebe. 
 

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Shawn, Laurie, Molly & Bethany Schultz in 
loving memory of Herb & Grace Lau. 

 
 

2026 Church Offering Envelopes should be arriving soon!  Please keep your eyes on the weekly 
bulletin so you know when to pick up your envelopes from downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.  If you are 
unable to find them, please call the church office.  Reminder:  Do not use them until 2026.  Thank You. 

 

Men’s Club Chili Luncheon  
The Trinity Men’s Club is hosting a Chili Luncheon in the church basement following the 8:00 a.m. 
Worship Service on Sunday, February 1st, 2026.The meal will feature 10 varieties of chili, 
including Beer Chili, Pineapple Chili, Lo-Sodium Taco Chili, EX-TREME Chili, White Chicken Chili 
and 5 choices of mild or medium chilies. We will also have macaroni & cheese (for non chili-
lovers). Beverages (milk, juice and coffee) are included in the price.  Shredded cheese, raw 
onions, crackers, bread and desserts will be offered at no additional cost.  Serving will take place 
between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Carry-outs will also be available. Ticket prices are $8.00 for 
adults, $3.00 for kids 5 through 12.  The meal is free for kids under 5. 
 

TRINITY MEN'S BREAKFAST AND BIBLE STUDY 
The Trinity Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will be resuming our gatherings in the new 
year, with our next meeting scheduled for Saturday, January 17th. We hope you’ll join 
us then for a morning of fellowship, food, and time in God’s Word.  We meet the third 
Saturday of each month in the church lower level fellowship hall. Breakfast is at 7:30 and 
Bible study starts at 8:00. 
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RIGHT NOW MEDIA 
We are excited to share that our church now has unlimited access to RightNow 
Media—the world’s largest streaming library of video Bible study resources. This 
extensive library has more than 20,000 videos taught by leaders like Francis Chan, 
Jennie Allen, J.D. Greear, Dr. Tony Evans, and many more. There’s even a library just 
for kids with over 2,000 safe, entertaining videos. RightNow Media has a free app 
that’s available on all major streaming devices so you and your family can access 
content anywhere, anytime. You should have already received an email invitation for 
FREE access to RightNow Media. (If you haven’t received it yet, be sure to check your 
spam or promotions folder.) Or Contact the Church office to receive an email invitation. 
 
The Kleinschmidt Bible Study will resume on Monday, January 5th at 6:00 PM in 
the Fellowship Hall downstairs of church. 
 
GriefShare begins Feb. 23, 2026 and meets weekly both online (Zoom) and in person for 13 
weeks. Whether it has been recent or many years since the loss of your friend, spouse, parent, 
sibling or child, all are welcome! (Church membership is not required.) Registration is available 
at https://find.griefshare.org/groups/275994, and includes a participant guide, (if you haven’t 
attended previously) and access to videos and other content useful in the journey from 
mourning to joy.  Joy may seem out of reach when learning to live without our loved ones, yet 
the support of others and focusing on God’s word make room for the seemingly impossible 
process of healing. Join us and learn more at www.Griefshare.org. Grief is difficult. Share 
your burdens and grow through your unique healing this spring online and in person through 
GriefShare at Trinity Lutheran Church, Merrill. “For just as we share abundantly in the 
sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ.”   NIV 5:1 2 Corinthians  
Questions call Manda Norman (715) 351-1399. 
 

Join us for our New Years Eve Service on Wednesday, 
December 31st at 6:00 PM with Communion. Ring in the 

New Year in Fellowship with your  
Trinity Family and friends.  

 

Stop in the church office to reserve your radio broadcast for 2026.  Broadcasts are $190.  
Radio broadcasts make a great gift for the hard to by for friend or family member.  Our 
broadcasts are an important part of our ministry – reaching those households who may 
not be able to come to church.  
 
Please help us beautify our church – sign up on the chart in the hall by the Conference 
room to put flowers on the altar in 2026.  Call the church office at least a week in 
advance to notify Robin of the occasion for the flowers.   
 

https://find.griefshare.org/groups/275994
http://www.griefshare.org/

