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TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
December 21, 2025 -  8:00 AM & 6:00 PM  Matins  

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
  

Sharing the message with us today is Pastor Scott Gustafson. Pastor Jonathan Chapa is 
our Liturgist and Ken Van De Zande will be assisting as the Lector.  Eileen Hass is our 
organist. 
 

 

 

OPENING HYMN              “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”    LSB 334 vs. 1-4 (tune LSB 442) 
 

1. O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome You aright? 
Your people long to greet You, 
My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O kindle, Lord most holy, 
Your lamp within my breast 
To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 

2. Your Zion strews before You 
Green boughs and fairest palms; 
And I too will adore You 
With joyous songs and psalms. 
My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new 
And from Your name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 

3. I lay in fetters, groaning; 
You came to set me free. 
I stood, my shame bemoaning; 
You came to honor me. 
A glorious crown You give me, 
A treasure safe on high 
That will not fail or leave me 
As earthly riches fly. 

 

4. Love caused Your incarnation; 
Love brought You down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 
Oh, love beyond all telling, 
That led You to embrace 
In love, all love excelling, 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.Text: Public domain 

 

VERSICLES                                                                                                                   
 

A O Lord, open my lips, 
C And my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 

A Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 

PSALMODY 
 

A Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
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VENITE                                                                                                                          LSB 220  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

A Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

THE FIRST READING                                                                                          Isaiah 7:10-17 
 

 
 

 10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol 
or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that 
you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and 
honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the boy 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will 
be deserted. 17 The Lord will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's 
house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the 
king of Assyria!” 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us.          
C Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THE EPISTLE                                                                                          Romans 1:1-7 
 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 
flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness 
by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among 
all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all those in 
Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

P  Lord, have mercy on us.          
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                           Matthew 1:18-25 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 
wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.       

   

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us.          
C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORY LSB 221 
 
 

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                              LSB 357 vs. 1-4

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.Tune: French, 15th cent.Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

TE DEUM                                                                                                                      LSB 223 
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ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME & OFFERING During this time, please sign the attendance 
book found in the pew or use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer 
requests on our app or online at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also visit our app 
or www.trinitymerrill.com/give to learn more about other ways to support the ministries at 
Trinity.  (When filling out the attendance book, please include your last names and list 
the names of everyone in attendance in your family) 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
COLLECT 
 
 

A O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

A  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which  
 weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with 
 the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 

COLLECT FOR GRACE 
 

A O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the 
beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day 
we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered 
by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS  
 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION LSB 228 
 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the  
 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.trinitymerrill.com/live
http://www.trinitymerrill.com/give
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CLOSING HYMN                 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                         LSB 357 vs. 5-7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  Matins from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

Today’s radio broadcast in loving memory of Madison Seeger & Lu Benzinger by Shawn & Laurie 
Schultz & family 
 

 

The flowers on the altar today are in loving memory of David Teske & Alvin Steffenhagen by Dawn 
Teske and family. 
 

 
 

 

 

Have you purchased Scrip for the Holidays?  
Scrip are available at all Worship Services and in the Church Office.  Buy yours before the 
ones you want are gone!! They make great gifts and stocking stuffers. 

Church Office Holiday Hours…. 
Please purchase your scrip and handle any church office needs before the Christmas holiday.  The 
church office will be closed on December 24th and December 25th to celebrate the Christmas holiday 
with our families.  We will also be closed January 1st for the New Year Holiday.  The church staff 
wishes you and your family a joyous Christmas and a happy New Year. 
 

2026 Church Offering Envelopes should be here at anytime!  Please keep your eyes on the weekly 
bulletin so you know when to pick up your envelopes from downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.  If you are 
unable to find them, please call the church office.  Reminder:  Do not use them until 2026.  Thank You. 
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RIGHT NOW MEDIA -We are excited to share that our church now has unlimited access 
to RightNow Media—the world’s largest streaming library of video Bible study resources. This 
extensive library has more than 20,000 videos taught by leaders like Francis Chan, Jennie Allen, 
J.D. Greear, Dr. Tony Evans, and many more. There’s even a library just for kids with over 
2,000 safe, entertaining videos. RightNow Media has a free app that’s available on all major 
streaming devices so you and your family can access content anywhere, anytime. You should have 
already received an email invitation for FREE access to RightNow Media. (If you haven’t received it 
yet, be sure to check your spam or promotions folder.) Or Contact the Church office to receive an 
email invitation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Men’s Club Chili Luncheon 
 

The Trinity Men’s Club is hosting a Chili Luncheon 

in the church basement following the 8:00 a.m. 

Worship Service on Sunday, February 1st, 2026 
 

The meal will feature 10 varieties of chili, including 

Beer Chili, Pineapple Chili, Lo-Sodium Taco Chili, 

EX-TREME Chili, White Chicken Chili and 5 

choices of mild or medium chilies. We will also 

have macaroni & cheese (for non chili-lovers). 

Beverages (milk, juice and coffee) are included in 

the price.  Shredded cheese, raw onions, crackers, 

bread and desserts will be offered at no additional 

cost.  Serving will take place between 9:00 a.m. and 

1:00 p.m. Carry-outs will also be available.  
 

Ticket prices are $8.00 for adults, $3.00 for kids 5 

through 12.  The meal is free for kids under 5.   

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Christmas Eve Contemporary Candlelight 
3:00pm Service 
Christmas Eve Candlelight 5:00pm or 
7:00pm Service 
Christmas Day Traditional 9:30am 
Service w/ communion 
Our 3:00pm & 5:00pm Christmas Eve services 
and our 9:30 am Christmas Day will be 
livestreamed on Facebook. Our 5:00pm service 
and our 9:30amChristmas Day service will be 
broadcast live on the radio on WJMT. 

New Year’s Eve Service 6:00 PM with 
Communion. 
 


