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October 26, 2025 – 8:00AM & 6:00PM  
Reformation Day Celebrated 

 

Pastor Scott Gustafson will be our Preacher today with Pastor Jonathan Chapa as our Liturgist 
 and Ken Van De Zande as our Lector.  Eileen Hass will be our organist & Ricky Smith on trumpet. 

 

 

 

As We Gather  We are blessed with many freedoms in this country. We have freedom of speech. We have 
freedom of religion, with the freedom to assemble. We live in the “land of the free and the home of the brave.” 
It is easy to rely on our citizenship for proof of our freedom. In that way, we are like the Jewish people at the 
time of Jesus. They relied on their Abrahamic lineage for freedom, recalling the covenant God made with 
Abraham and his descendants. While these national freedoms are great blessings, in the Holy Gospel, Jesus 
points out that for true freedom, one must be free from slavery to sin. Only in Christ is anyone truly free. 
 

OPENING HYMN:                    “Thy Strong Word”                                                      LSB 578 
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5. Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
Alleluias without end! 

D 6. God the Father, light-creator, 
To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
Praise the holy Trinity! 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698 Tune: Public domain 
 

INVOCATION 
 

A In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
         

OPENING SENTENCES   Psalm 46:1, 7, 10-11 
 

P God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
C The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

P “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” 
C The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION    Isaiah 35:10 
 

P Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 
C Almighty God, You are our mighty fortress. We resist this reality when we live 

according to the so-called wisdom of the world. We resist the reality that, in Christ, 
we are free indeed when we use our law-keeping as a measure of our standing with 
You. We resist the reality that You are with us when we celebrate Your works as our 
own. Still our selfish nature and forgive our sins for Jesus’ sake. Gladden our hearts 
and set us free. 

 

P The prophet Isaiah reminds us, “The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion 
with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” This is our reality as Jesus forgives us and sets 
us free. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive You all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

INTROIT            Psalm 34:1-2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46 

P I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, O Lord, and shall not be put to shame. 
C I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

  

P My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. 
C Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

  

P The LORD redeems the life of His servants; none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  

P I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, O Lord, and shall not be put to shame. 
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KYRIE LSB 152 
 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 
of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   
C Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE      “This is the Feast” 
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SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  

 
 

A Let us pray.  O God of glory, we worship You who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 
springs of water. We worship You who freely forgives us through the propitiation of Jesus’ 
blood, which justifies us freely by Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and rules with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING                                                                             Revelation 14:6-17 
 

 6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those 
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7 And he said with a 
loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, 
and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 8 Another 
angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made all nations 
drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”9 And another angel, a third, followed 
them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a 
mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full 
strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence 
of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up 
forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its 
image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.” 12 Here is a call for the endurance of the 
saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. 13 And I heard a 
voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 
“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow 
them!” 14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of 
man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 And another 
angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your 
sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” 16 So 
he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped. 17 Then 
another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 

   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
   

(8:00 AM)  SPECIAL MUSIC “He is the Rock” by the Holiday Choir 

(6:00 PM)  SPECIAL MUSIC  “Built on a Rock” by The Firm Foundation Ringers 
 

EPISTLE                                                                                                           Romans 3:19-28 
 

 19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through 
the law comes knowledge of sin. 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the 
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righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? 
By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart 
from works of the law. 

 
 

 

A   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                          Matthew 11:12-19 
 

A The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until 
John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear.  16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting 
in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 17 “‘We played the flute for you, and you 
did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18 For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and 
they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 
wisdom is justified by her deeds.”  

 
 

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON HYMN                  “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”                                LSB  656  

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Composite Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

SERMON     
 

 

 
 

NICENE CREED 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME / OFFERING During this time, please sign the attendance book 
found in the pew or use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer requests 
on our app or online at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also visit our app 
or www.trinitymerrill.com/give to learn more about other ways to support the ministries at Trinity. 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY                                                LSB 159 

 

 

http://www.trinitymerrill.com/live
http://www.trinitymerrill.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
 

PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE 
 
 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 
 

P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 

P It is good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 
Lord, our God, for You have set us free and justified us by Your grace, as a gift through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom You put forward as a propitiation by His blood. Because 
He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him are set 
free from the power of sin and death and will rise again to new life in the city of God, the place of 
Your holy habitation. Therefore, with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord of hosts, the God of Jacob, our fortress, for You have had mercy 
on all whom You have created by sending Your Son, Jesus, whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith. 

 

As we gather in Your name and the memory of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Lead us to faithfully eat and drink His 
body and blood. Gather us together as we celebrate the freedom we have in Christ. 
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
    

PAX DOMINI  
 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C Amen. 
 

 
AGNUS DEI                                              LSB 163 
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DISTRIBUTION                        “Built on the Rock”                                                LSB  645
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Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87Text and tune: Public domain 

                         
 
 
 

                           “Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You”                                   LSB 668 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Wilhelm Erasmus Arends, 1677–1721; tr. John M. Sloan, 1835–after 1890, alt. Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 Text and tune: Public domain 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    “Thank the Lord”                                               LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

P Let us pray. O God of Jacob, we give You glory for sending Your Son to set us free. We 
thank You for setting this feast of forgiveness before us. Empower us to proclaim Your 
eternal Gospel to all who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and 
people; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 

P God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
C The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
P “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in 

the earth!” 
C The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.   

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN                    “In Christ Alone”                                   CCLI Song #3350395 
 

Vs.1 In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 

My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

 
Vs.2 In Christ one who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
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Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 

Vs.3 There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

Vs.4 No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

CCLI Song # 3350395, Keith Getty | Stuart Townend, © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License # 188086 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Acknowledgments  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia 
Publishing House. 

 

Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Roger ”Budda” English in 
honor of his birthday by his family and friends. 

 

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored in celebration of 56 years of marriage to Norbert 
and Sharon Holz.  

 

The Trinity Men’s Club is hosting a Chili Luncheon in the church basement following the 8:00 
a.m. Worship Service TODAY Sunday, October 26th.  The meal will feature 9 varieties of chili, 
including Beer Chili, Pineapple Chili, Lo-Sodium Taco Chili, EX-TREME Chili, White Chicken Chili 
and 3 choices of mild or medium chilies. We will also have macaroni & cheese (for non chili-
lovers). Beverages (milk, juice and coffee) are included in the price.  Shredded cheese, raw 
onions, crackers, bread and desserts will be offered at no additional cost.  Serving will take place 
between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Carry-outs will also be available. Ticket prices are $8.00 for 
adults, $3.00 for kids 5 through 12.  The meal is free for kids under 5.   

 
 ALTAR GUILD  Trinity Altar Guild will meet for the final time this year on Tuesday, October 28th 
at 6:30 in the church basement. Anyone interested in helping work on the Lord's Altar, please join 
us for devotions and fellowship. Members please check the schedule for your work weekend. 
Hostesses for the evening are Dawn Schleif, Mardell Simon, and Hollie Thomas 

 

Congratulations Pastor G. - Join us on Sunday, November 9th as we come together to celebrate 
Pastor Gustafson’s Military Retirement! After the 8:00 am worship service, enjoy a special time of 
fellowship with cake, and following the 10:30 am worship service, we’ll continue the celebration with a 
potluck meal and cake. Bring a dish to share, enjoy good food and great company, and help us honor 
Pastor Gustafson’s service and dedication. Please take a moment to register so we can plan 
accordingly for food and seating. Go to the event on Trinity's app or website to register or call the church 
office at 715-536-5482. 
 
"A Sense of Balance: Improving Balance as You Age." Join the ADRC-CW and Bone and Joint to 
learn more about factors that impact balance. Hear from Physical Therapist, Cindy Koehler (Bone and 

http://www.ccli.com/
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Joint) regarding exercises designed to enhance balance and support independence. November 13 
from 10:00 AM -11:30 AM | Lincoln County Service Center (801 N Sales Street), Merrill | Free to attend 
| Pre-registration required: 888-486-9545 


