TRINITY MERRILL

—II—LUTHERAN CHURCH

107 N. State St. Merrill, W1 54452 Reverend Scott Gustafson
715-536-5482 | trinitymerrill.com Reverend Jonathan Chapa
October 12, 2025 8:00 AM & 6:00 PM (DS 3)
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sharing the message with us today is Pastor Jonathan Chapa. Pastor Scott Gustafson will
be the Liturgist and Mark Knorr will be assisting as the Lector. Eileen Hass is the organist.

OPENING HYMN “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings “ LSB 782
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1 Gra - cious God, You send great bless - ings
2 By Your  Word You formed cre - a - tion
3 In His earth - ly life, our Sav - or
A 4 Heav’'n - ly Fa - ther, may our car - ing
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New each morn - ing all our days. For Your mer - cies
Filled with crea-tures large and small; As we tend that
Knew the care  of faith - ful friends; May our deeds of
Bear the im - print of Your grace; With the Son and
0 — ,
1 I | I— Il I | — n y I 1 I y 1
PY) [ 4 & s @
nev - er end - ing, For Your love we of - fer praise.
end - less trea - sure May our care en - cir - cle all
ded -i - ca - tion Of - fer love that nev - er ends.
Ho - ly Spir - it, Praise be  Yours in ev - 'ry place!
Refrain
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Lord, we pray that we, Your peo-ple Who Your gifts un - num-bered claim
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Through the shar-ing of Your bless-ings May bring glo-ry to Your name.
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698 Tune: Public domain
INVOCATION
A In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

A Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P Isaid, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

O



C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C |, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which
I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
KYRIE LSB 186
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.
GIEORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 187
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus  Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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A Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.
SALUTATION

A The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

P Let us pray: Alimighty God, You show mercy to Your people in all their troubles. Grant
us always to recognize Your goodness, give thanks for Your compassion, and praise
Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ruth 1:1-19a

In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem
in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The



name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his
two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They
went into the country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi,
died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one
was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, %and both
Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her
husband.

6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had
heard in the fields of Moab that the Lord had visited his people and given them food. 7 So
she set out from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on
the way to return to the land of Judah. & But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go,
return each of you to her mother's house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have
dealt with the dead and with me. °® The Lord grant that you may find rest, each of you in
the house of her husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and
wept. ' And they said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” ' But Naomi
said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have | yet sons in my womb that
they may become your husbands? '2 Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for | am too
old to have a husband. If | should say | have hope, even if | should have a husband this
night and should bear sons, ¥ would you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you
therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for
your sake that the hand of the Lord has gone out against me.” ' Then they lifted up their
voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.

S And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods;
return after your sister-in-law.” '® But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return
from following you. For where you go | will go, and where you lodge | will lodge. Your
people shall be my people, and your God my God. '” Where you die | will die, and there
will | be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me
from you.” '® And when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no
more. '° So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(8:00 AM) SPECIAL MUSIC “I Love to Tell the Story” by the TLS Middle School Choir

EPISTLE 2 Timothy 2:1-13
You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2and what you
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will
be able to teach others also.  Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. *No
soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted
him. 5 An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 81t is the
hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. ” Think over what |
say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my
gospel, ? for which | am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is
not bound! 1® Therefore | endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may



obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. "' The saying is trustworthy,
for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 12if we endure, we will also reign
with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; 13if we are faithless, he remains faithful—
for he cannot deny himself.

A This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA LSB 190
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11-19

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter.

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
11 0On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. "> And
as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance '3 and lifted up
their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” *When he saw them he said to
them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were
cleansed. ' Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising
God with a loud voice; "¢ and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he
was a Samaritan. 77 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the
nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 1° And
he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”

A This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ

NICENE CREED

C

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.



SERMON HYMN “Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old” LSB 846
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1 Your hand, (6] Lord, in days of old
2 Your touch then, Lord, brought life and health,
30 be our great de - liv - ‘rer still,
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Was strong to heal and save; It tri -umphed o - ver
Gave speech and strength and sight; And youth re - newed and
The Lord of life and death; Re - store and quick - en,
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ills and death, O’er dark - ness and the grave.
fren - zy  calmed Re - vealed You, Lord of light.
soothe and bless, With Your life - giv - ing breath.
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To You they came, the blind, the mute,
And now, (0) Lord, be near to bless,
To hands that work and eyes that see
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The pal - sied and the lame, The lep - ers in their
Al - might-y as be - fore, In  crowd-ed street, by
Give  wis - dom’s heal-ing pow’r That whole and sick and
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mis - er - vy, The sick  with fe - vered frame.
beds of pain, As by Gen - nes - ’ret’s shore.
weak and  strong May praise You ev - er - more.
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-91, alt. Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958, alt. Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.

OFFERTORY
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ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME & OFFERING
During this time, please sign the attendance book found in the pew or use your mobile
device to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer requests on our app or online
at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also visit our app or www.trinitymerrill.com/qgive to
learn more about other ways to support the ministries at Trinity.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE

P The Lord be with you

C And with thy spirit.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them up unto the Lord.

P  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

C Itis meet and right so to do.

P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a
servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead,
He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS LSB 195
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
£ T } T i o  —— |
= [ |
[NV | T | | I 1 } { } }
PY) f I I | I I ' 1
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kihngdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGNUS DEI
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world, grant us Thy peace.



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” LSB 649
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1 Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Chris - tian love;

2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne We pour our ar - dent prayers;

3 We share our mu - tual woes, Our mu - tual bur - dens Dbear,

4 When here our path - ways part, We suf - fer bit - ter pain;

5 From sor-row, toil, and pain, And sin we shall be free
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The fel-low-ship of kin-dred minds Is like to that a - bove.
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our com-forts and our cares.
And of -ten for each oth - er flows The sym - pa-thiz-ing tear.
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, We hope to meet a - gain.
And per-fect love and friend-ship reign Throughall e - ter-ni - ty.
Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872, alt.Text and tune: Public domain
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” LSB 528
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1 Oh, for a thou - sand tongues  to sing My

2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, As -

3Je - sus! The name that charms our fears, That

4 He breaks the pow’r of can - celed sin; He
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sit me to pro - claim, To spread through all the
bids our sor - rows cease; *Tis mu - sic in the
sets the pris - 'ner free. His blood can make the
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God and King, The tri - umphs  of His grace!
earth a - broad, The hon - ors of Thy name.
sin - ner’s ears, "Tis life and health and peace.
foul - est clean; His blood a - vails for me.
5. Look unto Him, ye nations; own 6. See all your sins on Jesus laid;

Your God, ye fallen race.
Look and be saved through faith alone,

Be justified by grace.

The Lamb of God was slain.
His soul was once an off'ring made

For ev'ry soul of man

7. To God all glory, praise, and love
Be now and ever giv'n
By saints below and saints above,
The Church in earth and heav'n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829 Text and tune: Public domain
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DISMISSAL BLESSING
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199

O
s =)

X

N

==

|
I | |
I | o

e

3

T

g
e |
Tt

Mgy
il
e
“TTe
NN
[

@)

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-

e

=4

I
| Il
&

T T
| I
[ |
[ I

I
o |
b O [~
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvatio

if

AN

n 4 | |
[ A Y I Py I | [ I I I f I
6} H P F el o | | I | I I | |
=& L e B ———"— o m—
oJ [T | < O
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
e e
() |- | = ()
& RS s | .
a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
[ 9 ﬂu T —— n " T ] i}
@ oo
0 ry.
P’ A
ANV
o
o)
ANIV 4
oJ
isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
THANKSGIVING LSB 200

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

C and His mercy endureth forever.

A Letus pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever

C Amen.

P  The Lord be with you.
C  And with thy spirit.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 202

P  Bless we the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” LSB 643
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1 Sent forth by God’s  bless-ing, Our true faith con - fess-ing,
2 With praise and thanks - giv-ing To God ev - er - liv-ing,
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nu Em - brac - ing His chil - dren of each tribe and race.
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The seed of His teach-ing, Re - cep-tive souls reach-ing,
With  Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us;
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His grace did in - vite us, His love shall u - nite us
Then may all the liv - ing  With praise and  thanks - giv - ing
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To work for God’s  king - dom and an - swer His call.
Give hon - or to Christ and His name that we  bear.

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97, alt. Tune: Welsh Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698 Tune: Public domain

Acknowledgments Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

The radio broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Deanna Koebe by husband, Jim Koebe
The Flowers on the altar are sponsored by Kathy Yahr, In loving memory of husband Don

Winkelman.

October 25, 2025 from 10:00-12:00. Get ready for a morning of fall fun! Families
are invited to stroll through our parking lot, visit creatively decorated trunks, and
collect sweet treats along the way. It's a safe, family-friendly event filled with candy,
laughter, and seasonal fun! Volunteers Needed! We're looking for volunteers to
help make this event a success—whether by decorating a trunk, handing out candy,
or helping with setup and cleanup. Volunteer sign up will be available soon. So grab your costumes,
bring your friends, and come celebrate the season with us—we can’t wait to see you there!
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Are you a visitor at Trinity that is interested in joining our Trinity family? Maybe you’re a member of
Trinity that would enjoy a refresher course in our beliefs with the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
and Trinity. We will be holding a 7 week class beginning on October 19th between Sunday morning
services (9:00 AM).If this sounds like something of interest to you... please call the church office to
register so we know how many will be in attendance. Thank You!

The Trinity Men’s Club is hosting a Chili Luncheon in the church basement following the 8:00
a.m. Worship Service on Sunday, October 26th. The meal will feature 9 varieties of chili, including
Beer Chili, Pineapple Chili, Lo-Sodium Taco Chili, EX-TREME Chili, White Chicken Chili and 3
choices of mild or medium chilies. We will also have macaroni & cheese (for non chili-lovers).
Beverages (milk, juice and coffee) are included in the price. Shredded cheese, raw onions,
crackers, bread and desserts will be offered at no additional cost. Serving will take place between
9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Carry-outs will also be available. Ticket prices are $8.00 for adults, $3.00
for kids 5 through 12. The meal is free for kids under 5.

October is a special month set aside to let our pastors know how very much they are loved
and appreciated. It is also a time to thank our Lord for blessing us with our devoted leaders
and ask Him to continue to bless them and their ministries here at Trinity. The Lord truly has
been good to us by sending Pastor Gustafson and Pastor Chapa to us. Take some time this
month to express your appreciation to our pastoral staff and their families. Together we can
make this a month that will renew and refresh both of our good shepherds. Do something
fun and kind for our pastors. The possibilities are endless, so be creative. Thank you in
advance for your joyful participation. May the Lord bless your efforts. October is Pastor Appreciation Month
Let’s do our best to show our Pastors how much they mean to us. Thank you Pastors for all you do. You are
very appreciated and loved!

From the Church Council:

This past August’s Congregational Meeting, Trinity revised the Constitution
commissioning the Church Council to move forward hiring a Business Administrator.
The responsibilities of this new position would include but are not limited to Financial
Management, Human Resources, overseeing Technology, implementing Strategic
Planning, and ensuring better Communication in all aspects of Church Ministry.
After publicizing this position on various career platforms including several weeks on
Indeed, we received a dozen applicants. We are grateful for each one of them.

After thoroughly researching reference checks and interviews, the Council extended an
offer which has been accepted by Jennifer Rajek to be our new Business Administrator.

Jen, who has been serving as our Director of Operations, offers Trinity invaluable
experience in financing, administration and a wealth of knowledge dealing with nonprofits.
In addition to that, she comes with a heart for serving God’s people. We are grateful for
the gifts and skills Jen brings to our team and we’re certain God will strengthen the
mission and ministry of our church.

If you'd like to know more or have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. We look
forward to our next Congregational Meeting, Sunday, October 26 @ Noon.

~ Dan Schneider, Congregational President

12




13



