I TRINITY MERRILL

LUTHERAN CHURCH

107 N. State St. Merrill, Wl 54452 Reverend Scott Gustafson
715-536-5482 | trinitymerrill.com Reverend Jonathan Chapa

August 10, 2025 8:00 AM & 6:00 PM (DS 3)
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Preaching for us today is Pastor Jonathan Chapa

OPENING HYMN “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”
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1 We walk by faith and not by sight, No
2 We may not touch His hands and side, Nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; And
4 For You, O res - ur - rect - ed Lord, Are
5 Lord, when our life of faith is done, In
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gra - cious words we  hear From Him who spoke as
fol - low where He trod; But in His prom - ise
may our faith a - bound To call on You when
found in means di - vine: Be - neath the wa - ter
realms of clear - er  light We may be-hold You
I 9 ﬂug f — [ pu—  —— —
[ 4% o I | | | g} % O]' {

—

Pﬂ
1
A
TTe

none e’er spoke, But we be - lieve Him near.

we re - joice And cry “My Lord and God!”
You are near And seek where You are  found.
and the Word, Be - neath the bread and wine.
as You are, With full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-71, alt. Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950 Text: Public domain Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698

INVOCATION

A In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

LSB 720

A Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us

forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,



C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C |, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which
I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 187
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® Glory be to God on high: @and on earth peace,good - will toward
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

SALUTATION

A The Lord be with you.
C  And with thy spirit.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

P Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people
who offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way
that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 15:1-6

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, |
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will
you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member
of my household will be my heir.” # And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This
man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” ®>And he brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” ¢ And he believed the Lord, and he
counted it to him as righteousness.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE Hebrews 11:1-16
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Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by
it the people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things
that are visible.

4By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he
was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through
his faith, though he died, he still speaks. ° By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should
not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was
taken he was commended as having pleased God. 8 And without faith it is impossible to
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events
as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this
he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive
as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he went
to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob,
heirs with him of the same promise. '°For he was looking forward to the city that
has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 1" By faith Sarah herself received
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful
who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of
sand by the seashore.

3 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them
and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and
exiles on the earth. 1 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they
would have had opportunity to return. ¢ But as it is, they desire a better country, that is,
a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has
prepared for them a city.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA LSB 190
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:22-34

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

And he said to his disciples, “Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what
you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 22 For life is more than food, and
the body more than clothing. 2 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have
neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you
than the birds! 2° And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of
life? 28 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about
the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 2 But if God so clothes the
grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much
more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 2 And do not seek what you are to eat and
what you are to drink, nor be worried. 3 For all the nations of the world seek after these
things, and your Father knows that you need them. 3' Instead, seek his kingdom, and
these things will be added to you. 32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide
yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does
not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.

A This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ

NICENE CREED

C Ibelieve in one God, the Father Aimighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.



SERMON HYMN “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe” LSB 666
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10 it - tle flock, fear not the foe Who mad - ly
2 Be of good cheer; your cause be - longs To Him who
3 As true as God’s own Word is true, Not earth nor
4 A -men, Lord Je - sus, grant our prayer; Great Cap - tain,
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seeks  your o - ver-throw; Dread not his rage and pow’r.
can a - venge your wrongs; Leave it to Him, our Lord.
hell’s sa - tan - ic crew A - gainst us shall pre- vail.
now Thine arm make bare, Fight for us once a - gain!
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And though your cour -  age some-times faints, His seem-ing
Though hid - den yet from mor - tal eyes, His Gid - eon
Their might? A joke, a mere fa - cade! God is with
So shall Thy saints and mar - tyrs raise A might-y
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tri - umph o’er God’s saints Lasts but a lit - tle hour.
shall for you a - rise, Up - hold you and His Word.
us and we with God— Our vic - try can-not fail
cho - rus to Thy praise For - ev - er-more. A - men.
Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593-1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: German, 1534, Nirnberg Text and tune: Public domain
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ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME & OFFERING
During this time, please sign the attendance book found in the pew or use your mobile
device to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer requests on our app or online
at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also visit our app or www.trinitymerrill.com/qgive to
learn more about other ways to support the ministries at Trinity.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

7 SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE

P  The Lord be with you

C And with thy spirit.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them up unto the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

C Itis meet and right so to do.

P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS LSB 195
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
7
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PAX DOMINI

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGnNUS DEI
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world, have mer-cy up - on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world,

have mer -cyup-on us.

O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Pm But a Stranger Here”

i 9” T T ) — — : f T T \
'@3' = P E——— } iz — | — |
o — s — 0o :
1 I'm but a strang - er here, Heav’n is my home;
2 What though the tem - pest rage, Heav’n is my home;
3 There - fore I mur - mur not, Heav’n is my home;
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Earth is a des - ert drear, Heav’n is my home.

Short is my pil - grim - age, Heav’n is my home;

What - e’er my earth-1ly lot, Heav’n is my home;
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Dan - ger and sor-row stand Round me on ev - ’ry hand;

And time’s wild win - try blast  Soon shall be 0o - ver - past;

And I shall sure -ly stand There at my Lord’s right hand;
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Heav’n is my fa - ther - land, Heav’n is my home.

I shall reach home at last, Heav’n is my home.

Heav’n is my fa - ther - land, Heav’n is my home.

Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807-35 Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900 Text and tune: Public domain
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“If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”

LSB 750
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11If thou but  trust in God to guidethee And hope in
2 What can these anx - ious cares a - vail thee, These nev - er -
3 Be pa - tient  and a - wait His lei-sure In  cheer-ful
4 God knows full well when times of glad-ness Shall be the
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Him through all thy ways, He’ll give thee strength, what-e’er be -
ceas - ing moans and sighs? What can it  help if thou be -
hope, with heart con - tent To take what - e’er thy Fa - ther’s
need - ful thing for thee. When He has tried thy soul with
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tide thee, And bear thee through the e - vil days. Who trusts in
wail thee O’er each dark mo - ment as it flies? Our cross and
plea-sure And His dis - cern - ing love hath sent, Nor doubt our
sad-ness And from all guile has found thee free, He comes to
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God’s un - chang-ing love Builds on
tri - als do but press The
in - most wants are known To
thee all

5. Nor think amid the fiery trial
That God hath cast thee off unheard,
That he whose hopes meet no denial
Must surely be of God preferred.
Time passes and much change doth bring
And sets a bound to ev’rything.

heav - ier
Him who chose us
un - a - ware And makes thee own His lov - ing care.

the rock thatnaught can move.

for our bit - ter - ness.

6.

for His own.

All are alike before the Highest;

'Tis easy for our God, we know,

To raise thee up, though low thou liest,
To make the rich man poor and low.
True wonders still by Him are wrought
Who setteth up and brings to naught.

7. Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving,
Perform thy duties faithfully,
And trust His Word; though undeserving,
Thou yet shalt find it true for thee.
God never yet forsook in need
The soul that trusted Him indeed.

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Text and tune: Georg Neumark, 1621-81 Text and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL BLESSING



C DIMITTIS LSB 199
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginniny
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A -men.
THANKSGIVING LSB 200

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.

A Letus pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever

C Amen.

P  The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 202

P  Bless we the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN “Have No Fear, Little Flock” LSB 735
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; Have no fear, lit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; Have good cheer, lit - tle

3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; Praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to God; Thank - ful hearts raise to
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flock, For the Fa - ther will keep you In
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give you the King-dom; Have no fear, lit-tle flock!
His love for - ev - er; Have good cheer, lit-tle flock!
lift and re - store you; Praise the Lord high a - bove!

all things works with you; Thank-ful hearts raise to God!
Text (sts. 2-4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931-2010 Text (st. 1) and tune: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930-2022 Text and tune: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698

Acknowledgments Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from
the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

The radio broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Jim Downing by his friends.

The Flowers on the altar are sponsored by Willie & Karen Schult in celebration of their 60t
wedding anniversary on August 16

Dear Trinity Families, As we get ready to launch a new school year, | want to thank you for your
faithful support and prayers. Our staff has been working hard to prepare classrooms, curriculum,
and hearts to welcome students back with Christ-centered learning. This year’s theme is “Let’s

Make a Joyful Noise!” (Psalm 98:4), and we are excited to explore what that means in every aspect
of school life. We ask for your continued prayers for our teachers, students, and families. Please
feel free to stop by, say hello, or get involved—you are always welcome in our school ministry. May
God bless this new beginning! ~ Principal Scott Johnson

Trinity ELC Garage Sale Fundraiser
Join us for our fundraiser in the Fellowship Hall downstairs of church
Sept 4-6, 8:00 AM-6:00 PM daily
Donation Drop-Off:
Sept 2 & 3, 8:00 AM-6:00 PM at Trinity Church
We're accepting clean, usable items (clothing, kitchenware, toys, books, tools, etc.).
No TVs, cribs, car seats, or broken/dirty items, please.
Please sign up in the Narthex to volunteer to help.

STUDENTS BRING YOUR BACKPACKS TO THE BLOCK PARTY FOR A
SPECIAL BLESSING (10:30 at the MARC on Sunday, August 17) during the
10:30 worship service.
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Trinity Merrill Annual Block Party NEXT Sunday, “q'

You're invited to our Annual Block Party next Sunday, August 17th at the MARC
The day will begin with a community worship service at 10:30 AM, followed by S TRINITY MERRILL

r
Block Party festivities from 12:00-3:00 PM. This fun-filled afternoon will B LOC K
include:

e Food Trucks e Giant Bubbles PA R TY
Raffle Baskets o Inflatables

[ ]

e Bingo with Prizes . 2025
e Grampa's Farm Petting Zoo f

e Appearances from Merrill Fire and Police Departments, Lincoln County 'l -

Sheriff's Office, and the United States Army
e And, much more!!
There will NOT be a 8:00 AM or_6:00 PM service. Join us at the 10:30 service at the MARC .

Trinity Lutheran School Launches Operation Christmas Child Project

Bringing Joy—and Jesus—to Children Around the World

At Trinity Lutheran School, we believe that even the smallest hands can make a big impact. This fall, we are excited to begin
a school-wide mission project that will reach far beyond our classrooms and community. Through Operation Christmas Child,
a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse, our students and families have the opportunity to shine the light of Jesus into the lives of
children across the globe—one shoebox at a time.

Our goal is simple but powerful: pack 100 shoeboxes filled with love, joy, and the hope of Christ. Each box is a chance to tell
a child they are seen, valued, and deeply loved—not just by us, but by their Savior. As our student’s sort, pack, and pray over
these boxes, they’ll also be learning powerful lessons—about generosity, compassion, and the mission Christ calls us to: "Go
and make disciples of all nations." (Matthew 28:19)

We invite you to be part of this meaningful mission. Let's come together as a school and church family to bless 100 children—
and perhaps even more—uwith the love of Jesus.

To make this vision a reality, we need your help. Over the course of September and October, we'll be collecting different types
of items each week to fill the shoeboxes. Congregation members can drop off donations in the box at church. Here’s how you
can get involved: Stay tuned for weekly reminders, supply lists, and updates. Let's pack these shoeboxes full of hope... and
send them off with hearts full of love. Contact the school office or Principal Scott Johnson with any questions.

Together, we can show the world that God’s love fits perfectly in a shoebox.

SUNDAY

We appreciate and give thanks to our Cafe volunteers for their
commitment to Trinity and to what God is calling them to do in
our church to build His Kingdom. Serving coffee and donuts
attracts members, encourages bonding and stimulates growth.
CAFE volunteers welcome worshippers by serving coffee,
orange juice, milk, and donuts before and after the 8:00 AM
and 10:30 AM worship services. We are grateful for their
12 dedication to Trinity!




