Where Christmas Began
Gensis 3:8-15
Overview
Christmas began centuries before the manger and birth of Jesus. When sin first entered and man rebelled against God, He immediately had a plan for their forgiveness. Christmas and the road to the manger began in the Garden of Eden. Let’s look at this first prophecy and why it matters for us.
Observation Questions (What does the text say)
1. What specific actions did Adam and Eve take when they heard the sound of the Lord walking in the garden, and what reason did Adam give for hiding? (v. 8, 10)
Interpretation Questions (What does the text mean?)
1. God asked Adam, "Where are you?" even though He is all-knowing. Why do you think God initiated this conversation, and what does this reveal about His character toward those who have sinned against Him?
Application Questions (What should this change in me?)
1. Pastor Luke said that "Christmas began centuries before the manger" and that God "immediately had a plan" for forgiveness when sin entered the world. How does knowing that God's rescue plan was set in motion from the very first sin—not as an afterthought but as His immediate response—change how you view your own failures and God's posture toward you?
2. In Genesis 3:15, before God even addressed the consequences for Adam and Eve, He spoke a promise of redemption to the serpent—declaring that a Rescuer was coming. God's first response to humanity's rebellion wasn't to cut them off but to announce that forgiveness was on the way. Is there someone in your life you've been withholding forgiveness from, waiting for them to "earn it" or prove they've changed? How does God's example of initiating a plan for forgiveness before we ever asked for it challenge you to take the first step this week?
3. Pastor Luke teaches that "at the core of all of these topics is an identity issue" and that people try "to find their fulfillment and satisfaction in someone or something other than Jesus." Adam and Eve's first response to sin was to cover themselves and hide—trying to manage their shame on their own. Where are you currently seeking identity, fulfillment, or covering for your brokenness outside of Christ? What would it look like to bring that area into the light this week?
