The Call to Fight for the Truth
Jude 1:1-4 (ESV) "Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you, urging you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain people have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were designated for condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ."
OBSERVATION (What does the text say?)
1. What shift happens in Jude's purpose for writing, and what reason does he give for changing from writing about common salvation to urging believers to contend for the faith?
INTERPRETATION  (What does it mean?)
1. Who are the "certain people" Jude describes in verse 4, and what is their primary danger in perverting the grace of God into licentiousness?
APPLICATION (How do I apply it?)
1. Jude urges believers to "contend for the faith." In your own life and community, what does it look like to actively defend and stand firm in biblical truth? 
2. How might the warning about people who "pervert the grace of our God" challenge the way you think about grace? Are there areas where you might be tempted to misuse God's grace?
3. Jude writes to believers who are "beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ"—how does this identity of being loved and protected by God empower you to stand against false teachings and ungodly influences in your life?
4. What is one area of your faith or doctrine that you need to "contend for" more intentionally, and what would it look like to defend that truth in a grace-filled and Christ-honoring way?

