DOMESTIC ABUSE-

POWER & CONTROL PERSPECTIVE

PHYsICAL

Inflicting or attempting to inflict physical
injury and/or illness, e.g. grabbing, pinching,
shoving, slapping, hitting, hair pulling, biting,

arm twisting, kicking, punching, hitting with

blunt objects, stabbing, shooting.

Withholding access to resources necessary to

maintain health, e.g. medication, medical

ECONOMIC
Making or attempting to
make a person financially depen-
dent, e.g. maintaining total control
over financial resources including
partmer s income or resources, withholding
money and/or access to money, forbidding
attendance at school/job training and/or
employment, on-the-job harassment, requiring
accountability and justification for all money
:nt, welfare fraud, withholding information
about family finances, running up bills for-
which the partmer is responsible for
payment.

EMOTIONAL
‘Undermining or attempting to undermine a
person’s sense of self-worth, e.g. constant criticism,
belittling one’s abilities and competency, name calling,
insults, put downs, silent mreatment, manipulating
another's feelings and emotions particularly guilt,
subverting a partner’s relationship with.the child-
ren, repeatedly making and breaking promises.
Minimizing, denying, and blaming, e.g.
making light of abuse, not taking concerns
about it seriously, saying the abuse
didn't happen, shifting responsi-
biliry for abusive behavior,
jealousy.

.»dapted from “Power and Control” wheel developed by:
Domestic Abuse Intervention Project
£206 West Fourth Street

Duluth, Minnesota 55806

care, wheelchair, food or fluids, sleep,
hygienic assistance; foreing alcohol
and/other drug use, etc.

POWER &
CONTROL

SEXUAL
Pressuring or attempting
to pressure any sexual contact
without consent, e.g. marital rape,
acquaintance rape, forced sex after
physical beating, attacks on the sexual
parts of the body, forced prostitution, unpro-
tected sex, fondling, sodory, sex with others,
pornography. Attempts to undermine a per-
son’s sexuality, e.g. trearing one in a sexually
derogatory manner, criticizing sexual perfor-
mance and desirability. Also,
accusations of infideliry,
withholding sex, etc.

PSYCHOLOGICAL
Making or attempting to make another
afraid, e.g. intimidation, stalking, threatening harm
to self, partner, or others, threatening to harm and/or
kidnap children; menacing, blackmail, harassment,
destruction of pets and property. Isolating or
attempting to isolate one from friends, family,
school and/or work, e.g. withholding access to
phone and/or transportation, undermining
personal relationships, harassing
others, constant “checking up,”
constant accompaniment, use of
unfounded accusations, forced
imprisonment.

Family Services of
Chemung County, Inc.
1019 East Water Street

Elmira, New York 14901

© 1990 by the New York Staté Office for the Prevention of Domestic Viélepce
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Helping Churches Respond to the Question of

Divorce and Remarriage

Introduction

I. Construct a Biblical Position of Divorce and Remarriage

A. Process concerns

1. Role of antecedent theology - #e Bide deesat szy eva:l-}kui oot &
sobjeet I @xry jext - 2 yshemubic 2fproedy ® relessae 9
2. Role of context There's laihicel conbtrxed
Teres Persens\ Canlext  a well
3. Relationship between the Law of Moses and the Law of Christ

4. Relationship of passages to each other
Wt unifes 2% YU, fexds so He Scnf{-.,rﬁ is un?FheJ

B. Develop a list of passages that address the issue of
divorce and remarriage

1. Genesis 2:18-25
2. Exodus 21:7-11
3. Deuteronomy 21:10-14
4. Deuteronomy 24:1-4
5. Genesis 21:8-14 and Ezra 9-10 4ed communds divece
6. Deuteronomy 22:13-21 and 23-24, 28-29  Lwod  pronibits  divore
7. Malachi 2:11-16 Taczel relooe
8. Matthew 5:31-32
> sex w2l tum;\cgj exew plion
9. Matthew 19:3-9

10. Mark 10:1-12 / Luke 16:18  no exeuption
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11. Romans 7:2-3

12. 1 Corinthians 7 J“d exe mprion

C. Carefully exegete each of the passages for its
contribution to the biblical theology
Are fere cezes  where Save  Hamgs 2ne le\iuL o undersivedt o
WOlene nof every Possible  varizfien & eddressed.,

D. Synthesize the results into meaningful statements

E. Consider the works of others

wzj;ﬁwf\‘:d:;kd*.o:cfr? = 2rques fr cbose 25 o biblical
Vi

II. Determine a Process.to Use to Evaluate Situations

A. Determine questions to help properly evaluate
individual cases

ESC&B\(, o2 tehed docwmem’:j

B. Request the person wanting a divorce to discuss it with
the elder before filing

C. The issue of church discipline
1. Sometimes discipline is what confirms the freedom to divorce
2. Sometimes people use the right words, but fail to produce

repentance  Words hewe to be oeclced vp loy 2chion or there is
Not  qenvine fepentance,

3. Sometimes repentance occurs, divorce, occurs, and no discipline
occurs

D. Situations where the facts are unclear

III. Practical Wisdom for Ministry Regarding Divorce Cases
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A. Help your counselee(s) suffer

We deat (o i :
o r{al!‘jkhna:’d whaf 'H"u( g’{"’m ’(DK‘ WC> bdf 'l'Lur Mﬂe

B. Help your counselee(s) repent
??'N'(j o diverce Wil Nt Sfoose e tofally  maocent

C. Does your counselee have a firm position in their
mind based on the study of Scripture?

Ts qox censciende  C\ear loefere He
B deeision - oo does He cheice 7&‘;’% CZ\Cojrn

D. Does your counselee’s church leadership have a
position on the question being asked?

E. Stay with them through the divorce
This ¢z Lzke 2 long time #s @ steson ripe frosin 2nd
prysial  deager

F. Remember that your counselee needs a long-term plan
for care after the divorce

Ofien bmes  tvesy Peth Focoerd will be pzinf!.

o,

I'V. Practical Wisdom for Ministry Regarding Remarriage
Cases

A. Ensure the counselee who has had a prior marriage has
learned from it

y5€cend wWastizges hevwe 2 shotler Yo \ h _
?JECL is bkal-ﬁ - ‘P?—H‘mcc_ is *eSS. Aean p e /as

B. Ensure that both counselees are prepared to live as a

second spouse
cThere wil 2luzys be 2 Ghost™ in 8o relaficship.

C. Cover basic premarital issues even if they think they
know it all

D. Discuss issues of children if appropriate
Rewrember - e chiren didae 25k bo be 2 Pare of Yuy

00 ONIeN - ‘rb.j e grievieg Re loss of He idesl s
Wel\,
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Understanding Divorce and Remarriage in the Bible

One of the great joys at our church and every church is when a man and
woman unite in the covenant of holy matrimony. Months of preparation
occur where attention is given to the finest detail. The couple spends
many weeks in pre-marital counseling. Finally, the day comes when the
church auditorium is wonderfully decorated. When the processional ends
and everyone stands and looks to the back of the room, few sights are
more beautiful to behold than a bride coming to be married to her
husband.

The Importance of the Marriage Covenant

God ordained marriage (Genesis 2:24) and Jesus Christ likened it to His
own relationship to the church (Ephesians 5:23). Marriage vows are so
sacred that even when people who are not Christians marry, the Bible still
refers to their vows as a sacred covenant (Proverbs 2:17).

Scripture affirms the permanence of marriage in many places. God hates
divorce (Malachi 2:16). Jesus instructed us that what God has joined
together, man must not separate (Matthew 19:6).

For decades, Faith Church has provided biblical counseling services for
married men and women who were struggling in some way in their
marriage. By God’s grace and to His glory, countless marriages in our
church and community have been restored.

However, the Bible also speaks about limited grounds for divorce. Faith
Church believes in taking the entire Bible seriously (2 Timothy 3:16-17,

2 Peter 1:3). The purpose of this article is to discuss the biblical grounds
for divorce and how they apply to a variety of real-life situations. This
document will seek to provide a high-level direction and guidance to help
the pastors, deacons, and members of Faith Church understand the topic
of divorce. However, a document like this will not be able to cover every
situation or possible outcome. One of the reasons that God gave his body
elected leaders is so that they arbitrate different cases and determine how
to best apply Ged’s Word. We know that God’s Word is sufficient but not
exhaustive in detailing every possible situation that may arise in the life of
a married person. Therefore, this document seeks to lay a broad pattern of
thinking and interpretation of Scripture but will not attempt to address
every way the conversation of divorce may occur.
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How is the decision made for biblical grounds for divorce?

The Bible describes the role of the church in a variety of ways, including
affirming the church’s responsibility to function as a court to arbitrate
matters between members (1 Corinthians 6:1-8). Our church constitution
designates the pastors and deacons to be the discipline committee to serve
our family when seemingly irreconcilable disputes arise in a variety of
matters. When it comes to determining if there are grounds for biblical
divorce, the pastors and deacons serve as the body that is responsible to
make that decision when the question arises.

This document seeks to provide a general framework for the pastors and
deacons of the church. However, the facts in each situation are different
and will need to be evaluated on a case-by-case basis and weighed
carefully. Our pastors and deacons take this responsibility very seriously
and are committed to spending significant time listening, in prayer, and
searching the scriptures for each case. Work will be devoted to
investigating the claims of each person and seeking to establish what is
true. However, there may be times when it is impossible to determine the
full extent of what is true (i.e. he said, she said). In cases where it is hard
to determine the full extent of truth, the pastors and deacons may choose
to err on the side of protecting the spouse that is in the weaker and more
vulnerable position in the marriagel.

1f a man or woman believes the conditions are present for a biblical
divorce, he or she should contact one of Faith Church’s pastors to present
the evidence. The person presenting their evidence is welcome to bring an
advocate of his or her choice. In accordance with Proverbs 18:17, time will
be spent listening to the other spouse and any other appropriate parties.
The utmost care will be given to listen carefully, compassionately, and
completely. Much prayer will be devoted to the process before a decision
is reached. Members of Faith Church are asked to not formally file for a
divorce until a judgment is made that biblical grounds for doing so are

present.

1 While this is often the wife, that is not always the case. For example, there may be times
when the male spouse may be in the weaker state because of a physical, financial, or
mental disability.
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Does a person have to divorce?

Just because biblical grounds may be present, that does not mean the
divorce must occur. Christ makes it clear that divorce happens because of
the hardness of our hearts (Matthew 19:7-8). On numerous occasions over
the years, offended parties have chosen to forgive, reconcile, and remain
in the marriage. If that occurs, the offended spouse cannot subsequently
wait to use that same issue as grounds for divorce unless new information
comes to light. The offended party should seek to make a decision if they
wish to pursue a divorce or not. Cases where sexual sin happened many
years in the past, and the offended party was aware and chose not to
divorce, will be considered reconciled. Scripture is also clear, a person
who has been sinned against must chose to forgive someone who has
sinned against them, even in cases where there may be grounds for
divorce (Matthew 6:14).

In cases where forgiveness has occurred and the couple has been restored,
there may be a desire for a marriage renewal ceremony. The decision for
this ceremony will be made on a case-by-case basis.

The Place of Repentance

One of the defining characteristics and actions of all believers is that they
live a life of repentance. The church is not made up of perfect persons, but
individuals who are striving to grow to become more like Christ in their
personal holiness (Philippians 3:12-14). It is because a person has been
determined by the local church to be unrepentant that a person is
disciplined from the body of the local church, not because of one sin per se
(Matthew 15:15-20). Determining if a person is unrepentant falls to the
pastors and deacons based partially on some of the criterion listed here as
well as later in this document. Examples of the fruit of repentance include
things like: confession of sin and not trying to obscure what happened
(Psalms 32:5, James 5:16), bringing sin to the light before being caught
(Proverbs 28:13), a desire to make things right both in deed and action
(Luke 19:8) , a willingness to take radical steps of repentance (Acts 19:19),
patience with those who have been sinned against (Matthew 18:21-35), a
willingness to face consequences (Galatians 6:7), a welcoming of
accountability (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12), and a teachable spirit

(Colossians 1: 28).
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Understanding the reality of degrees of severity

As will be discussed in greater detail below, the two general categories of
grounds for divorce are sexual immorality or desertion on the part of an
unbelieving spouse (Matthew 5:32, 19:9; 1 Corinthians 7:15). All sin is
offensive to God, but that does not mean that all sin has the same
consequences. Similarly, not all sin is of the same degree. For example, a
wife sending a sexually suggestive message to a man who is not her
husband is different than her having physical sexual relations with him. A
man shouting at his wife in sinful anger is different than him physically
abusing her.

When evaluating the possibility of grounds for divorce, some of the issues
the pastors and deacons will take into consideration are:

¢ Has one spouse abandoned the other spouse? Things like physically
leaving the home, not paying bills and supporting children will be
considered for this question. (1 Corinthians 7:15)

¢ Has one spouse committed physical adultery with another person
(defined by sexual contact with another person—even one time)?
(Matthew 5:32, 1 Corinthians 6:16)

» Has a person been unwilling to stop visiting massage parlors or
strip clubs, engaging in virtual sexual relationships or internet

pornography?

e Has a person been unwilling to stop developing inappropriate
relationships through text, calls, sending suggestive or
pornographic pictures, or visits with members of the opposite sex?
(I Corinthians 6:18)

» Has a person been unwilling to stop physical abuse or was the
physical abuse such that serious injury either did or could have

occurred? (Galatians 5:17-21)
¢ Have the police or other law enforcement officers been involved?

¢ How wide and publicly known are the marriage issues that the
couple may be experiencing? (Romans 2:22-24)

e Has a person been unwilling to stop using sex (either depriving or
demanding) as a weapon to manipulate, control, and oppress their
spouse? (1 Corinthians 7:3-5)
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e Has a person been guilty of physical confinement, financial cruelty
(e.g., cancelling credit card, emptying bank accounts, etc.), or
withholding common physical provision such as food, clothing, and
basic needs? (Ephesians 5:2, 25)

e Has a person been guilty of extended oppression with behavior like:
words that seek to control, repeated non-violent acts of oppression,
relational sabotage with children, intimidation regarding
relationships, or sharing information with others for the purpose or
result of tearing down the other spouse? (Ephesians 4:29-32)

e Is there a mitigating health condition or previous sexual/physical
abuse that is impacting the behavior of a spouse? (e.g., an injury
that changes sexual relationships, a disease that prevents sex, or a
mental condition that impacts a spouse’s ability to think or reason.)
(Ephesians 4:2; Philippians 2:3-4, 1 Peter 3:7)

o Is there evidence that the spouse wants to be married and is
contributing to a peaceable, amiable marriage2?
(1 Corinthians 7:12-13)?

e Are family circumstances simply part of common human suffering
(e.g., loss of a job, hurting economy)?

o Is each person faithfully attending, serving, and participating in the
body life of the church? (Matthew 6: 33; Acts 2:42; Romans 12:1, 11;
Hebrews 10:25)

¢ Has each person been willing to submit to biblical counseling (not
just attending, but working to change and grow)? (1 Peter 2:2; 2
Peter 3:18)

e Are the children old enough to express an opinion? Do the children
have a level of spiritual maturity that allows them to connect
Scripture with the behavior in their home and render a wise
opinion? (Proverbs 18:13, 17)

e Is the person/couple asking the church leadership for prayer and
counsel in order to make a decision or are they simply informing

2 The Greek word ovvevdoxéw (NASB: consents to live with, KJV: pleased to dwell) carries
the idea that the person heartily agrees (Lk. 11:48, Acts 8:1, 22:20, Rom. 1:32). This means
there is evidence that the person is striving both in word and deed to live peaceably with their
spouse. They are working hard to make the marriage work.
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the leadership of a decision already made? (Proverbs 12:15; 1
Thessalonians 3:6; Hebrews 13:17)

Biblical Grounds for Divorce

Sexual Immorality

Both Matthew 5:32 and Matthew 19:9 state that if sexual immorality
(porneia) has occurred, biblical grounds exist for divorce. This clearly
includes a spouse having physical sexual relations with another person
outside of marriage even once.

Porneia is a broad word which encompasses any sexual sin outside of
God’s will. As discussed above, each situation must be examined on a
case-by-case basis. There are other types of sexual sin that the pastors and
deacons may judge as meeting this biblical test, especially if the questions
enumerated above demonstrate clear patterns of unrepentant sin.

There are also cases where a sinning party may say that he or she has
repented, but because of the severity, the spouse who has been sinned
against would be told she/he has biblical grounds. In some cases, the
sinning party would also be disciplined by Faith Church even if they have
asked for forgiveness. This would be done to protect the purity and the
reputation of the church since repentance can be a slow process and the
ends are not always clear.

There are also certain situations where the person who was sinned against
would be determined to have biblical grounds, but their spouse would not
necessarily be disciplined if the pastors and deacons believed there was
interest on the part of the sinning person to receive on-going counsel even
after the divorce.

Desertion (not being “pleased to dwell with” -
1 Corinthians 7:12-13)

1 Corinthians 7 teaches that if a person is married to an individual who is
not a follower of Jesus Christ, the Christian spouse should remain in the
marriage. However, verse 15 explains that if the unbelieving spouse does
not want to remain in the marriage, that act of desertion frees the
believing spouse to divorce if he/she chooses to do so.
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There are some situations where an unbelieving spouse says he or she is
“pleased to dwell with”3 their married partner, but their actions indicate
otherwise. This includes behavior that is physically abusive (and in some
extreme cases, being mentally or verbally abusive), an unwillingness to
fulfill basic marital responsibilities including providing material support,
meeting their spouse’s sexual needs, or not allowing the spouse or
children to attend worship services and regular Bible study.

Sometimes the person behaving in this fashion says he or sheis a
Christian and might even be a member of Faith Church. Since the
“desertion clause” only applies to situations where the offending spouse is
an unbeliever, the offended spouse should bring his/her evidence to the
pastors and deacons. If their investigation reveals that the person is not
“pleased to dwell with” their spouse, there is freedom to divorce.

If the offending party is a member, he/she will be disciplined by Faith
Church in accordance with Matthew 18:15-17. When that occurs, the
church family is making a statement that the offending party is not living
as a Christian.

One aspect of desertion is sometimes abuse, a word that is used in many
different ways in our culture. The pastors and deacons will listen carefully
to any report of abuse in any form. We believe a married person has the
right to feel safe and experience an appropriate amount of peace in his/her
own home (1 Corinthians 7:15). Care will especially be shown to those

who are in the most vulnerable position in the home, namely the wife and
the children.

Remarriage

It is Faith Church’s position that when a person has pursued a divorce
on biblical grounds, he or she is also free to remarry (1 Corinthians
7:15-16). In cases where a person is a member of Faith Church and has
been involved in an unbiblical divorce either before or when they were
a member of the church, these decisions will be made on a case-by-case
basis and will be determined by the pastors and deacons of the church.

3 Examples of this word used else where in Scripture are Acts 8:1 and Romans 1:32 where the
picture is of a person giving hearty approval. There is a real desire and outward evidence that
what is happening is pleasing to them.
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