THE WIFE'S RESPONSIBILITIE

——

A. Most couples marry with bigh expectations Jor their marriage,

I They know that many marriages have gone on the rocks,
and many of those that did not are not really happy mar-
riages. But they think their marriage wil] be different be.-
cause they really love one another.

2. So they begin marriage with great €xpectation, but often
it is not long before the expectation is replaced with

frustration. The marriage which they were sure was
made in heaven comes crashing to the earth.

B. What bappened>

1. Well, the two of them did not learn to conduct theijy per-

sonal lives or thejr marriage according to God's Word.
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V===~ STRENGTHENING YOUR M ARRIAGE

1. Scripture indicates that it is the wife’s responsibility to make berself sub-
missive. Nowhere is the husband commanded to force his
wife physically into submission. Rather, the wife is com-
manded to make herself submissive. (Compare Eph. 5:22
and 1 Pet. 3:1.)

2. Scripture indicates that the wife5 submission is to be continuous. The

Creek verb in most passages about submission is in the present
tense. Submission is to be the continuous life style of the wife.
(Compare Eph. 5:22 and 1 Pet. 3.1.)

3. Wifely submission is mandatory, not optional. The Greek verb is
in the imperative mood. (Compare Eph. 5:21-22 and 1 Pet.
3:1.) Her submission is not to be based upon the way her
husband treats her. Nor is it to be conditioned by the hus-
band's abilities, talents, wisdom, education, or spiritual
state. (Compare 1 Pet. 3:1 and Luke 2:51.)

o

Wifely submission is a spiritual maiter. It is to be done “as to the Lord”
(Eph. 5:22). The Lord commands the wife to be submissive. Refusal
to submit to the husband is therefore rebellion against
God Himself. Submission to the husband is a test of her
love for God as well as a test of love for her husband. The
wife then must look upon her submission to her husband
as an act of obedience to Christ and not merely to her hus-
band. Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my com-
mandments” (John 14:15), and one of his commands to
wives is, "Be subject to your own husbands . . .* (Eph.
5:22). Still further, wifely submission is.a spiritual matter because it
must be performed in the power of the Holy Spirit. The context in
which submission is commanded indicates that it can be
performed only by women whose hearts have been
cleansed by the blood of Christ, by women who are being
strengthened in the inner man by the Holy Spirit, by
women who are being filled up to all fullness of Cod.
(Compare Eph. 1:1-5:21; 1 Pet. 1:1-3:6.)
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. Submission is a positive, not negative concept. It emphasizes what

the wife should do rather than what she should not do. In
my opinion, Bill Gothard's definition of submission is right
on target. He asserts that submission is “the freedom to be
creative under divinely appointed authority.” Submission
means that the wife puts all of her talents, abilities, re-
sources, energy at her husband's disposal. Submission
means that the wife yields and uses all of her abilities un-
der the management of her husband for the good of her
husband and family. Submission means that she sees her-
self as.a part of her husband's team. She is not her husband's
opponent fighting at cross purposes or irying to outdo
him. She is not merely an individual going her separate
way. She is her husband's teammate striving for the same
goal. She has ideas, opinians, desires, requests, and in-
sights, and she lovingly makes them known. But she knows
that on any good team someone has to make the final de-
cisions and plans. She knows that the team members must
support the team leader, his plans and decisions, or no

progress will be made, and confusion and frustration will
result.

. Submission involves the wife’s attitudes as well as ber actions. Jesus

Christ was thoroughly submitted to the Father. He said,
"My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to ac-
complish His work” (John 4:34). But how did He serve the
Father? In a spirit of resignation, servility, or heaviness? No,
He served the Father with gladness. He delighted to do the
Father's will (Ps. 40:7-8). Likewise, the wife's submission to
her husband is to be cheerful, not servile or grudging.
Scripture declares that God's kind of wife "works with
her hands in delight" (Prov. 31:13), finding great satisfac-
tion in using all of her Cod-given resources to fulfiil the
needs of her husband and family. Ephesians 5:33 contains a
very important injunction concerning the attitude in which

T
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woman could do that. “Me who finds a wife finds a good

thing, and obtains favor from the Lord” (Prov. 18:22). "An
excellent wife, who can find? For her worth is far above

jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will !
have no lack of gain” (Prov. 31:10-1 1).

the danger of allowing the home to be in shambles and full
of disorder and confusion. But also avoid the danger of
making the house a show place where everything must aj-
ways be neat and immaculate. Husbands want homes to

live in, not show places to visit,
3 God created the woman to correspond to man. She is similar to man,

yet somewhat different. She is man's complement, not his

3. Maintaini : . .
carbon copy. She is to man what a key is to a lock and what ; “:w: a“*m_x%r.aﬂ MQM% attitude (Prov. 31:26, 28, 29; James
H - ; . 4:4),

2. Being trustworthy and dependable (Prov. 3].1 1-12).

a film is to a camera~indispensable (1 Cor. 11:11).

B. According to the Scripture the wife was made to fulfill the 4. Discussing things lovingly, openly, and bonestly (Eph, 4:25).
needs, the lacks, the inadequacies of her husband. She was 5. Being satisfied with her position, her possessions, her tasks
made to be ber husband’s unique helper. She is to “do bim good and (Phil. 4:6-13; Heb. 13:5, 16).
not evil all the days of her life” {Prov. 31:12). She is to be like 6. Being Nexmmn‘%lé. .\.E.h-.c_.x.e, and forbearing (Eph. 4.2, 3 1-32,

a fruitful vine in her husband’s house (Ps. 128:3). She is to be Col. 3:12-14).

“one flesh” with her husband, and this will happen only as she

7. Showing an interest in bis problems and concerns (Phil. 234
accepts and fulfills her God-appointed role in marriage. ’ , (Phil. 2:3-4).

8. Being an industrious, Jragal, diligent, ambitious, and creative member of

1. This does not mean that everything she does must bave a direct connec- th team (Ps. 128:3, Prov. 31. (0.4 0

tion to ber busband. Nor does it mean that she should never do

anything for her own benefit or for the benefit of others, or 9. Offering sugdestions, advice, and corrections when needed in g loving

that she should never become involved in activities or min- Jashion (Prov. 3 1:26).

istries outside the home (Prov. 31:10-31). 10. Keeping wmamm?na:&i especially in the inner persen (1 Pet. 3:3-35). ‘
2. It does mean, however. that she ought never to do anything which would 1. Maintaining a good spiritug| life (1 Pet. 3.1-2, 7).

be detrimental or barmful to ber busband or that would cause her

i 12. Cooperating with bim in raising children (Eph. 6:20;, Prov. i
to neglect her primary ministry of helping her husband

| 31:26-28; 1 Tim. 5:13-14), :
(Prov. 31:10-31).

X - . , .

C. And now becoming very specific, | want to suggest some ways e th”wxwrwoﬂﬁwﬂ“hsmﬂx NMMnN_EzN_AH”m E_Mnmnwnn:ﬂn._m o
in which a wife may help her husband. She may help her hus- Lack of respect or no::ﬂmznnﬂ:nrawmmmw N\ - e wn:.
S . rship, complaints

about what he has or has not done will have debilitating

influence on the children. She must avoid taking sides
with the children or anyone against her husband. She must
support and cooperate with him in discipline. AJl differ-

ences of opinion about discipline should be settled away
from the children

1. Making the bome a safe place—a place of encouragement, com-
fort, understanding, and refuge (Prov. 31:11, 20). Do not
use jokes about him or make cutting remarks to him. Do
not constantly remind him of his faults, mistakes, and fail-
ures. Correct him only if it is absolutely necessary. Avoid
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26— Sin_HENINGYOURM ARRITAGE

4. What limit is put upon the wife's submission by Colossians
3:18 and Acts 5:297

. According to verse 24, what does the wife's relationship to her
husband involve?

6. According to verse 33, what should the wife’s attitude be to-
ward her husband? What does this mean? Give several specific
examples of what this would mean in practice.

What does the wife's submission involve? Does it mean that
she is inferior to her husband> Does it stifle her initiative and
cause her to neglect her abilities? Study Proverbs 31:10-31 o
answer these questions. Make a list of the ways that the virtu-
ous woman of Proverbs 31 does use her abilities.

S
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THE WIFE'S RESPONSIBILIFIES .- 47

. Formulate a biblical definition of what the wife’s submission

means.

. How can you express submission to your husband in the fol-

lowing areas?

a. Housework

b. Sexual relations

¢. Social relations

d. Child discipline
1

e. Husband's work

f. Meal preparation

g. Family devotions

h. Church life

v
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G. What could you do to strengthen your marriage relationship?
1.

o N o wm A w N

10.

H. Make a list of ways in which you could or do let your husband
know he is important to you. How do you show respect for your
husband?

-—
|
|

© © ® N O Mo WP

—

—=~ {NIT 3

THE HUSBAND'S RESPONSIBILITIES

This unit deals with the other half of the coin, showing how the
husband must complete his wife. Oneness can be achieved only as
the husband knows and fulfills his biblical role. Biblical principles
concerning the husband's responsibilities to his wife are enunci-
ated. Suggested supplementary reading and study questions are in-

cluded. The concept of the husband as a servant-leader s ex-
plained.

A. Genuine unity requires sorting out of responsibilities.

1. Imagine the confusion that would occur on a football team
where no one knew his specific responsibility.

2. Imagine the frustration that would exist in a business
where there were no job descriptions, where everything
was everybody's business and nothing was anybody's busi-

ness, where everyone was a “chief’ and no one was an “In-
dian.”

. Well, that is the kind of confusion and frustration that does
exist in many marriages because there has never been a

sarting out of the responsibilities. Everyone is a “chief” and
no one is an “Indian.”

3l
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C. What could you do to strengthen your marriage relationship?
[

L N S e W

10.

H. Make a list of ways in which you could or do let your husband

know he is important to you. How do you show respect for your
husband?

1.
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== UNIT 3
THE HUSBAND'S RESPONSIBILITIES

This unit deals with the other half of the coin, showing how the

te.his. wife. (@neness)can b
Gubfillsy
concerning the husband’s responsibilities to his wife are enunci-
ated. Suggested supplementary reading and study questions are in-

cluded. The concept of the husband as iw‘n:\m:ﬂ_m[mrnﬂmam:m ex-
plained.

o e
> HusBANTS LoLe

A. Genuine unity requires sorting out of responsibilities.

1. Imagine the confusion that would occur on a football team
where no one knew his specitic responsibility.

2. Imagine the frustration that would exist in a business
where there were no job descriptions, where everything
was everybody's business and nothing was anybody's bus;-

ness, where everyone was a “chief” and no one was an "In-
dian.”

3. Well, that is the kind of confusion and frustration that does
exist in many marriages because there has never been a

sorting out of the responsibilities. Everyone is a “chjef" and
no one is an “Indjan "

3l
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B. Having established the fact that biblical leadership requires a
servant’s heart, | want to point out some of the specific ways in

.N_JT.XT_

3

nokt for

se\fish Tesons .
“ 314, 410, 5.1, 30-31, 40, 6:1, 30-32, 35, 8.1, 10, 27,

b. His -great-model.in - leader hip-is.Jesu

Himself a servant (P =8 who came not to be served,
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many (Mark

_iom.myiromm_,.mmm over all things for the sake of the

church (Eph. 1:22-23). Whatever Jesus Christ does, He
does for oyr sake; He does with oyr best interests at heart.

he byshad, is: o-tivesfor: the seke. of-bis wife,

ich Jesus Christ, the great leadership model, led His disciples.

I Jesus Christ practiced the brinciple of continuous association with those

whom He led.

a. He did not lead His disciples by long distance telephone

calls, or by writing them a few letters or by infrequent
visits. For over three years, Hesspent. pre t.amounts of
tinve. with. .t (Compare John 1:39, 43, Mark 1:17,

34, 9:2, 30, 10:13, 23, 46; 11:1.)

b. Biblical leadership requires association with those who are being led.

mmm:m:nm::%\_uﬁmn commands husbands to dwell-or lipe

with their wives (1 Pet. 3.7). No husband is fulfilling his.

God-given responsibility to his wife who does not de-
light in and arrange for frequent and regular companion-
ship with her (Note the same word used in Col. 3.16
and Eph. 3.17. What the Christian is to do with the
Word of Christ in his heart, the husband is to do with his
wife in the home.)

2. Jesus Christ carefully and relevantly instructed His disciples.

a. In many places Scripture asserts that Jesus faught His
disciples. (Compare Matt. 5. l; Mark 4:10, John 13-16.)

b. Sometimes He taught His disciples

-

THE HUSBAND’S xmmvczm_a__._:mm R 1

In fact, the word “teacher” was one of the titles by which Jesus was
frequently called Uohn 3.2, 13:13).

in a formal way
(Mate. 5. 1-2; John 13-16). On other occasions He
taught them in an informal way, in the midst of Jife situ-
ations, when He was faced by a crisis or confrontation,
or when He was asked a question (Matt. 19.3_; 2, 16-27,
21:12-32),

. But whether He taught them in a formal or informa] way,

it is an established fact that Jesus Christ led and served
His disciples by teaching them.

) C:n_oc_uﬁmm_vo Cod also expects the husband to lead and

serve his wife by teaching her. (Note | Cor. 14.35
where the role of the husband as the wife's teacher is
clearly established.)

3. Jesus Christ led His disciples by being a good example.

a. Frequently as we read the Gospels, we hear Jesus saying,

"Follow me,” or “Come after me," or "l have left you an
example." He-didinot.sim U._?,...an__._.,_ﬂn_._._érm_75@ ought al-
Ways to pray: He lived a life of constant prayer. He did
not merely tell men to believe in the sovereignty of God.
He lived a life that manifested confidence in and syb.
mission to the sovereignty of God. He did not merely
preach to men that the Scriptures should be their final
authority. He lived 3 life which was an example of what

your life. His life. then.was Aan:example in living color of

On the other hand, it carned. their respect and made
them willing to submit to His authority and leadership.
(Compare also Phil 4:9; 1 Thess. 2:7-10;1 Per, 5:3).
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buy), but he must never relinquish his overall decision-
making responsibility. God has called him to be his wife's
leader, and he cannot be her leader by being her fol-
lower.

C. Husbands, God calls you to be your wife's leader.

1. This means that you must be your wife's servant, that you
must spend much time with her, that you must give her use- :
ful, scriptural, and practical instruction, that you must be a F
good example to her, and that you must make decisions and &
delegate responsibilities in your home.

2. Of the many elements involved in developing genuine one-
ness, none is more important than this one. Unquestionably,
it is the other side of the marital coin. If genuine oneness is )
to be experienced, the lifestyle of the wife must be genuine g
biblical submission. Conversely, the lifestyle of the husband
must be the kind of leadership that has just been described.

[l But the Bible not only says that the husband must be his wife's
leader, it also asserts that he is to be his wife's lover.

A. Dr. Jay Adams, author,. counselor, seminary professor, has

combined these two concepts and said that in the home the
How bo we Do THIS

husband is to provide loving leadership.

1. The busband-isnot-onily.tobe:asleadei beiissto b

importance of husbandly love has already been implied in ‘
what has previously been said about the husband, but now
it must be emphasized and amplified.

2. Thewifedbas such agreat uced for love or. the husband.bas such.a great.
lack.of love; that-God commands:the-busband.to-love b .
within.the.space.of.a fourverses Ephesians.5.. \

\ a\Two times in this passage God enjoins the husband to ﬁ
i ove bis wife even as be loves bimsel] (vss. 28, 33). /

_ . o /
. b.One time God instructs the husband to loge bis wife just as £

5,

" Christ also loved the church (vs. 25).

FN. \

éy..\\m —
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B. Oceans of truth concerning the husband’s relationship to his
wife are opened to us by these verses.

1. Normally, a.man.uses a-lot.of timeand.wives a.great deal of thought, ¢f-
Jort, and- money to take care.of himself.

a. His needs, his desires, his aspirations, his hopes, his
body, his comfort are very important to him. He nour-
ishes and cherishes himself. He carefully protects and
provides for the needs of his body. He does not deliber-
ately do that which would bring harm to himself. When
he is hungry, he eats. When he is thirsty, he drinks.
When he is tired, he steeps. When he is in pain, he goes
to the doctor. When he cuts himself, he washes the
wound and binds it up. When he sees an object coming
toward him, he puts up his hands for protection. He very

naturally and carefully and fervently nourishes and cher-
ishes himself.

b. "Well," the Scripture indicates, “this is the way a man is /
to love his wife. He is to nourish_her, ch rish.her, protect v

her, satis rovide-for her, carefor her, sacrifice for
her to the same degree and extent,.and in. the same man-

c. Now that is a lot of love that a husband is to have for his
wife. That is a high standard for a husband to keep, but
there is still a higher standard,

2. Scripture says, “Husbands, love your.wives just as Christ also loved the
church.”

a. Who of us fully understands the love that Christ has for
the church? Scripture speaks of the breadth and length
and height and depth of the love of Christ which sur-
passes knowledge (Eph. 3:18-19). Of this great love,
Samuel Francis wrote, “Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus,
vast, unmeasured, boundless, free, rolling as a mighty
ocean, in its fullness over me "
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do not give our wives and our relationship to them
enough consideration that God gives this command to
us in I-Peter 3i7.

C. What does it mean in practical terms to live with your wife in
an understanding way? How can a husband communicate his
love to his wife? Well, let me suggest a few ways in which you

as a husband may love your wife.

ar
7

Qe of the simplest, yet most neglected, ways of communicating love is

by way_of wards.

a. Some husbands treat the words "l love you" as though
they were dirty words and almost never speak them.

b. Other husbands treat them as though they were rare
pieces of china, using them only on special occasions or
when asked by the wife, "Do you love me?”

c. Actually, these are words that should be commonly
heard around your home. Most women crave verbal as-

=) surance of their husbands’ love.

- You may love your wile by providing [or the satisfaction o] ber vary-

ing needs (1 Tim. 5:8; 1 John 3:17; Eph. 5:28). Remember,
your wife has a variety of needs. She has physical, emo-
tional, intellectual, social, recreational, sexual, and spiritual
needs. And you are not a good provider or lover if you are
not concerned about all of them.

. You may love your wife by protecting her (Eph. 5:28).

a. Your wife needs physical protection. She may be trying
to do more than she is physically capable of doing.

b. The demands of carrying children or caring for children
may be destroying her. The criticisms or expectations of
others may be overwhelming her.

c. She may need protection in many different ways, and you
can show your love to her by being her great protector.

b. Some husbands will not lift a finger to do

s
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4. You may express love to vour wife by assisting ber to Julfill ber chores

and responsibilities.

a. Sometimes husbands think that there is something un-

masculine about doing the dishes, cleaning the house,
taking care of the children, or going shopping.

anything they
consider to be "women's work.” He can be in a room

where the baby begins to cry, and the wife can be at the
other end of the house, but the husband will not find out
why the baby is crying. Instead, he calls, “Jane, the baby
is crying. Come here and do something about it.” And she
has to drop what she is doing and come all the way to
where he is. Well, if this type of thing happens in enough
instances, she begins to think, "My husband does not re.
ally love me. Oh, he says he does. But he really does not
because if he did he would be willing to help me.”

5. You may express your love by sacrificing for ber (Eph. 525, Phil
2:5-6).

a. Perhaps you come home from work all tired out. You

want to plop down in your chair and read the newspaper,
watch television, or read a book. Your wife, however, has
other ideas. She wants to talk. Or she wants to g0 out to

cat and then do some shopping. And she wants you to
go with her.

. At that point, if you deny yourself and do what she

wants to do, even though it is the opposite of what you

want to do, you will be saying "l love you"

to her in a
very loud voice.

6. You may love vour wife by allowing her reglly to share your life (1
Pet. 3.7—"heirs together of the grace of life")

a. Some time ago | counseled with a couple whose mar-

riage was in deep trouble. As | talked to them | discov-
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=" STRENGTHENING YOUR M AR R I A G E

d. Men are often very short on expressing praise and ap-
preciation to and for their wives. One helpful way of
overcoming this tendency is to make a list of 90 to 100
things that you appreciate about your wife. When you
have made this list, think of the many ways you may ex-
press appreciation, and go to work. Do your utmost to
make your wife think that she is the most appreciated
and loved woman in the world.

[l. Conclusion.
A. Husbands, God calls you to be your wifes leader and lover,
l. To some extent we have seen what that means.

2. But knowing what it means is of little value unless it is ap-
plied to your relationship with your wife. Knowing these
facts will not promote oneness in. marriage. Performing
them will.

B. 1 ask you, therefore, to examine seriously your relationship with your
wife in the light of these truths.

1. Look back over what we have seen about your responsibil-
ity to be your wife's leader and lover.

2. Specifically note areas where you are failing and where you
should improve.

3. When you have identified those areas:

a. Make confession of your sin to God and to your wife (1 John 1.9,
Matt. 5:23-24; James 5:16).

b. Seck cleansing from this sin and all your sins through the blood of
Christ (Eph. 1.7).

C. Ask the Holy Spirit for power to be different (Luke 11:13; Gal.
5:16, 22, 23).

d. Move out in obedience to the Word of God, and make the necessary
changes (Phil. 2:12-13; James 1:19-24)

*Crateful acknowledgment again is given-to Robert D, Smith, M.D.
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DISCUSSION AND STUDY QUESTIONS

Role of the Husband
To be completed by husband and wife together.

A. Study Ephesians 5:22-33, and answer the following questions:

1. What two words in Ephesians 5:22-33 summarize the husband's
responsibility to his wife2 Compare verse 23 with verse 25,

2. What example or model must the husband keep in mind as he
exercises the headship over the wife? Compare Ephesians 5:23
and Ephesians 1:22. What does this mean as far as the wife's
freedom, responsibilities, and initiative are concerned? Does
Christ delegate responsibility to us? Allow us to make mis-
takes? To use abilities and exert initiative?
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cause you have not been expressing your appreciation. Let
Adam'’s example of verbalizing his appreciation of Eve challenge
you. Read Genesis 2:23.) |

Things you appreciate Ways you can express appreciation

1.

AW =
|

|

© ¢ © N O W

—
—

—_
—_—
—
—_
|

12 12.

E Contrast the Bible's concept of love with the €.Oq_n._w no:ndnnﬁ
Look up the following verses and note what each indicates about

true love.

1. Ephesians 5:25

. John 3:16 o
. Galatians 2:20 |

. 1]John 3:16-18

. Matthew 6:24 =

. Titus 2:3-5

. John 13:34 ———

2

3

4 i

5. Romans 13:8-10 =
6

7

8

. Matthew 22:37-39__ —

e

10. Ephesians 5:2 B

THE HUSBAND’S RESPONSIBILITIES — J1

11. Luke 6:27-35

12. Ephesians 4.2

13. Romans 14:15

14. 1 Peter 4.8 -

15. Galatians 5:13

16. Luke 10:25-37 o

17. 1 Corinthians 81_
18. Proverbs 17.17 )

19. Galatians 6.2

G. 1 Corinthians 13.4—7 gives us the Bible's definition of love. These

_T verses tell us that love consists of many elements—negative and
: 4 w
i@

positive. Consider the elements of love. Give an illustration of
how each will be applied in your marriage. Be specific,

1. Suffers long—endures offenses, is not hasty, waits for the

Lord to right all wrong.

I'will love my mate by

-
2. Is kind—not inconsiderate, seeks to help, is constructive,
blesses when cursed, helps when hurt, demonstrates tenderness.

i [ will love my mate by
L R

3. Is not envious, but content—is not jealous of another person's
success or competitive,

-

[ will love my mate by

et

4. Is not arrogant, but humble—is not haughty,
gracious.

but lowly and

[ will love my mate by
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8.

J. Discuss how you can be the head of your home, providing “o”.
| ing’leadership without making your wife feel inferior or squelch-

ing her initiative and creativity.

- . —

2

8

. . .
K. What could you do to strengthen your marriage relationship:
1.

|

——

exists. In this unit the necessity of
ciples leading to good commun
cal suggestions, supplementary
cises for developing and maj

included.

good communication and prin-
ication are presented. Some practi-
reading, study questions, and exer-
ntaining good communication are

A. No two people can effectively walk together, work together, or live together
without g good communications system.
1. Scripture asks,

“Can two walk together except they be
agreed"”

(Amos 3:3)> Wherever you find two people who
are continuously and harmoniously walking together, striv-

ing toward the same goals, conducting their lives according
to the same standards, givin

sweet fellowship with one a
they are in agreement.

2. And if they are in 2
have learned to com

g mutual assistance, enjoying
nother, you can be sure that

greement, you can be sure that they
municate with one another Continu-
ous, progressive harmony and agreement are impossible
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