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THE DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF OKLAHOMA CITY, an incorporated
religious association acting by and through its duly

Elected Trustees, OKLAHOMA COUNTY

JUL -6 2023

RICK WARREN
12 COURT CLERK

C>-

Case No. 2023-3075

Plaintiff,
V.

THE OKLAHOMA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC,,
a domestic not for profit corporation, THE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES OF THE OKLAHOMA ANNUAL
CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH, INC., a domestic not for profit
corporation, JIMMY NUNN, Bishop of the
Oklahoma Annual Conference, VICTOR
MCCULLOUGH, District Superintendent of the
Heartland District of the Oklahoma Annual
Conference

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

Defendants.
STIPULATIONS FOR HEARING ON PLAINTIFF’S
MOTION FOR TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT INJUNCTION

COME NOW Plaintiff and Defendants and submit the following stipulations of fact in
order to allow for a more efficient and streamlined hearing on Plaintiff’s Motion for Temporary
and Permanent Injunction scheduled on July 7, 2023. The parties stipulate as follows:

1. Plaintiff First Church is a local church of the Oklahoma Conference of the United
Methodist Church. First Church is an incorporated religious association worshiping in Oklahoma
County since the Land Run in 1889 at property located in downtown Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

2. The Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church has two
meanings. Defendant Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, Inc.

(“Conference™) is a legal entity organized under the laws of the State of Oklahoma. The
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Conference claims ownership of the First Church property pursuant to the Discipline of the United
Methodist Church (the “Discipline™). The current provision related to the trust clause states in part:
“All properties of United Methodist local churches ... are held, in trust, for the benefit of the entire
denomination, and ownership and usage of church property is subject to the Discipline.” The
secondary meaning of Annual Conference is an annual meeting of delegates from United
Methodist local churches and ministries throughout Oklahoma who vote on all constitutional
amendments, budget, election of clergy and lay delegates to General and Jurisdictional
conferences, ordination of clergy, and other matters delegated to the Annual Conference by the
General and Jurisdictional Conferences of the worldwide United Methodist Church.

3. The Board of Trustees of the Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as the “Board”) is a separate legal entity formed
under the laws of the State of Oklahoma.

4. Defendant Bishop Jimmy Nunn is the currently serving Bishop of the territory
covering the Oklahoma Conference of the United Methodist Church.

5. Defendant Rev. Dr. Victor McCullough was the District Superintendent for the
Heartland District of the Oklahoma Conference of the United Methodist Church from at least 2021
thru June 30, 2023.

6. First Church was first organized in the year 1889 with 17 charter members who
became known as First Methodist Episcopal Church North.

7. The First Church property at the corner of 4% and Robinson in Oklahoma City was
purchased in August 1889. The congregation’s first church building was dedicated on October 27,

1889.



8. Fourteen years later, the cornerstone was laid for the brick structure that still stands
today despite the massive damage inflicted during the April 19, 1995, bombing that destroyed the
neighboring Murrah Federal Building.

9. First Methodist Episcopal Church North became The First Methodist Church of
Oklahoma City in 1939 following a union of three branches of Methodism. In 1968, the
Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist Church joined to become the United
Methodist Church.

10.  The United Methodist Church (UMC) is a worldwide Protestant denomination.
According to the church’s constitution, the Annual Conference is “the basic body in the Church”
and “shall discharge such duties and exercise such powers as the General Conference under the
Constitution may determine.” Division II of the Constitution outlines the organization of the
denomination, which is comprised of five different levels of conferences: General, Jurisdictional,
Central, Annual, and Charge Conferences. According to the church’s constitution, the Annual
Conference is “the basic body in the Church” and “shall discharge such duties and exercise such
powers as the General Conference under the Constitution may determine.” Annual Conferences
are organized into districts, each led by a district superintendent who administers and supervises
member clergy and local charge conferences and churches within that district.

11.  The Conference is an annual conference of the UMC. Its district encompasses the
State of Oklahoma and includes the territory in which First Church is located. Each annual
conference has an incorporated board of trustees, of which the Board is one.

12.  The relationship between First Church and the UMC is stated and controlled by the
Book of Discipline (Discipline) of the UMC, which can be amended only by the General

Conference subject to the Restrictive Rules in the Constitution (Discipline, 2016, Par. 17-22).



13. INTENTIONALLY BLANK

14.  The UMC Discipline is the constitution and governing document of the UMC.

15.  The Discipline is the connectional covenant to which all persons or entities within
the UMC agree to be bound. “Each General Conference amends, perfects, clarifies, and adds its
own contribution to the Discipline” (Discipline, 2016, page v).

16. At the last meeting of the General Conference of the UMC, which was held in 2019,
the General Conference adopted a provision for the Discipline, now included therein as paragraph
2553, which is the most recent enactment by the UMC General Conference regarding the trust
clause and ownership of local church property.

17.  Paragraph 2553 has been utilized in Oklahoma by UMC churches to disaffiliate
from the UMC.

18.  The UMC Judicial Council has affirmed the constitutionality of paragraph 2553
and affirmed it as a viable process for UMC local churches to disaffiliate from the UMC.

19.  The Board developed and approved, and has from time to time revised, a form of
disaffiliation agreement for local churches seeking to disaffiliate and presented a “Disaffiliation
Agreement Pursuant to 12553.” As affirmed in Judicial Council Decision 1422, the Oklahoma
Conference policy for disaffiliation does not question the “reasons of conscience” of a local church
requesting disaffiliation, thus allowing congregations with a “traditional” perspective to access the
process under 92553, even if they agree with the current provisions of the Discipline.

20.  The regional annual conferences of the UMC normally meet only once a year. In
accordance with § 603.5 of the Discipline, Bishop Nunn scheduled three special-called annual
conferences to consider disaffiliations from the United Methodist Church: 1) October 21-22, 2022,

2) April 22,2023, and 3) October 13-14, 2023. Paragraph 2553 has a sunset date of December 31,



2023. Furthermore, Defendant Nunn has the Disciplinary authority to call a special session at any
time deemed necessary.

21.  In order for a local church and the Board to complete the requirements for a local
church to be considered for ratification at the October 13, 2023, Special Session of the Oklahoma
Annual Conference, Defendants require that the local church conduct a Church Conference to vote
on disaffiliation do so on or before September 6, 2023.

22.  In Oklahoma, Defendant Board has entered into 84 disaffiliation agreements with
local churches. Twenty-nine churches were approved at a Special Called Annual Conference on
October 21, 2022, and 55 churches were approved at a Special Called Annual Conference on April
22,2023.

23. On November 23, 2022, First Church notified Rev. Dr. McCullough, in accordance
with 92553, of its request for a Church Conference for the purpose of voting on whether First
Church wishes to disaffiliate from the UMC. A true and accurate copy of the correspondence dated
November 23, 2022, is atta’d hereto as Exhibit 1.

24. By email dated December 2, 2022, Rev. Dr. McCullough acknowledged receipt of
First Church’s request for a Church Conference and offered to conduct the Church Conference on
January 22, 2023. A true and accurate copy of the correspondence dated December 2, 2022, is
attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

25. On December 6, 2022, First Church notified its congregation of the January 22,
2023, Church Conference. A true and accurate copy of the correspondence dated December 6,
2022, is attached hereto as Exhibit 3.

26. By letter dated December 23, 2022, Rev. Dr. McCullough sent a letter to First

Church and formalized his call “for a special session of the Church Conference on January 22,



2023, 2:30 pm” for the purpose of voting on disaffiliation from the UMC pursuant to 2553. A
true and accurate copy of the correspondence dated December 23, 2022, is attached hereto as
Exhibit 4.

27.  Membership of a United Methodist local church consists of all members shown on
the membership rolls of the local church. A church conference is a meeting at which all members
of the local church, are invited to attend, participate, and vote. In its annual report that was required
to have been submitted by January 31, 2022 through the EZRA system utilized by the Annual
Conference, First Church reported to the Annual Conference that it had 2649 members as of
December 31, 2021. In conjunction with the special session of the Church Conference to be held
on January 22, 2023, on January 12, 2023, First Church submitted a membership roll to Defendants
reflecting that it had 473 members.

28. By email dated January 17, 2023, Rev. Dr. McCullough notified First Church that
the scheduled Church Conference would “be postponed and rescheduled at a date and time to be
determined” in order for “the congregation to engage, with Annual Conference leadership, in a
deliberation process of analysis, according to Paragraph 212 [sic] of [the Discipline].” A true and
accurate copy of the correspondence between Rev. Dr. McCullough and First Church dated
January 17, 2023, is attached hereto as Exhibit S.

29.  Atthe Special Called Annual Conference on April 22,2023, 55 local churches were
voted on and disaffiliation of all 55 local churches was ratified by the annual conference.

30.  First Church’s Chair of Administrative Council (“Ad Chair”) sent an email dated
January 20, 2023 to Rev. Dr. McCullough, a true and accurate copy of which, is attached hereto

as Exhibit 6.




31. Rev. Dr. McCullough sent an email dated January 24, 2023, a true and accurate
copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 7.

32.  On February 15, 2023, First Church’s Ad Chair sent a letter to Defendant Bishop
Nunn requesting a meeting with him. A true and accurate copy of the correspondence dated
February 15, 2023, is attached hereto as Exhibit 8.

33. By email dated February 21,2023, Rev. Dr. McCullough responded to First Church
on behalf of Bishop Nunn and the Oklahoma Conference Cabinet. A true and accurate copy of the
correspondence dated February 21, 2023, is attached hereto as Exhibit 9.

34, By email dated February 26, 2023, Rev. Dr. McCullough notified First Church of
the “Process for the Conversation on Church Viability” (“CCV process and procedures”). A true
and accurate copy of the correspondence dated February 26, 2023, is attached hereto as Exhibit
10.

35.  Rev. Dr. McCullough requested First Church provide certain information about the
church’s mission and answer financial questions by March 2, 2023, and scheduled a meeting with
Rev. Craig Stinson, the designated leader of the process, to take place on March 8, 2023.

36. On March 2, 2023, First Church provided the information requested by Rev. Dr.
McCullough through an online questionnaire.

37. On March 8, 2023, Conference officials met with representatives of First Church
regarding the viability study. During the meeting, First Church was informed the reason for the
delay in setting up this first meeting was due to the Conference’s need to find an individual to lead
the CCV assessment. A Timeline for the CVV process was provided to First Church

representatives, a true and correct copy of which is attached as Exhibit 11.



38.  During the March 8, 2023, meeting, Rev. Stinson asked First Church to provide
additional information and explained the viability study would not be completed in time for First
Church to complete the disaffiliation process in order to be included in the group of churches
requesting disaffiliation at a Special Called Annual Conference scheduled on April 22, 2023.

39.  The Conference representatives informed First Church that the next meeting would
be scheduled on March 20, 2023, to address First Church’s outreach ministry efforts to the
community.

40. On March 10, 2023, Rev. Stinson informed First Church that the March 20t
meeting was too ambitious and would not happen. He advised a new date would be provided soon.
A true and accurate copy of the correspondence dated March 10, 2023, is attached hereto as
Exhibit 12.

41. On March 20, 2023, First Church’s Administrative Council Chair and Rev. Stinson
exchanged emails regarding a new meeting date for CCV #2. A true and correct copy of the email
exchange dated March 20, 2023, is attached as Exhibit 13.

42. On March 22, 2023, Bishop Nunn held an all-church meeting with the congregation
and reiterated the requirement that First Church participate in a viability study before being
permitted to conduct a church conference to vote on disaffiliation pursuant to §2553.

43, On May 5 and 6, 2023, First Church’s Ad Chair and Rev. Stinson, exchanged
emails regarding the CCV process for First Church, a true and accurate copy of the correspondence
dated May 5-6, 2023, is attached hereto as Exhibit 14.

44, On May 16, 2023, First Church sent a letter to Rev. Dr. McCullough, a true and

accurate copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 15.



ﬁlﬁbmiued,

Cheryl{Plaxico-6BANo—4499
PLAXICO LAW FIRM, PLLC

923 North Robinson Ave., 5% Floor
Oklahoma City, OK 73103

(405) 400-9609
cplaxico@plaxicolaw.com

and

Cara S. Nicklas, OBA No. 14180

MCALISTER, MCALISTER & NICKLAS PLLC
15 E. 15% Street, Suite 200

P.O. Box 1569

Edmond, OK 73083

(405) 359-0701

cnicklas@mcalisterlaw.com

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

A. PLOURDE, OBA #7193
PEYTON S. HOWELL, OBA #33917
MCAFEE & TAFT A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
Eighth Floor, Two Leadership Square
211 North Robinson
Oklahoma City, OK 73102-7103
405/235-9621
405/235-0439 (FAX)
ross.plourde@mcafeetaft.com
peyton.howell@mecafeetaft.com

Counsel For Defendants
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On Wed, Nov 23,2022 at |
MocCullough,

 Dear RevDr.

:54 PM David Hmock%mdhmnddn@smu.w wrote:

' Ipnythisemnﬂﬂndsyoumdyouﬁmﬂywdlinaudcipnionotﬂwhoudtym I
; wanted to let you know that on 21 Nov during the First Church OKC Administrative
i Coumﬂnnahz.itmdeeidedbyﬂumﬂtomovefawudwiﬁudmmhmon

! disaffiliation.

! Aaymmybcm?kuChnhludﬂWmengﬂnwySpﬁam
: throughout this discermnent

process to include muitiple congrogational moetings, the church

: omfuuncwi&mmdkw.mﬂoyumnummmdddwmof
. praying, seeking and listening to God. One in October and one in November.
;Wembdhwm»amdymmw»whh-mdﬂnmembeuhiponwhelherm

. disaffiliate from or remain in the UMC.




Hymemh.mmMamhbuumau&m&th
2023 at 2pm. 1f the 8th is unavailable, we would request the 15¢th of Jan 2023 at 2pm.

While we anticipate additional instructions and information will be provided on the details
and procedures of the vots, we have a few quostions as well.

1. Wil sccommodations be made for members who are unsble to atend in person dus to
heaith or mobility ressons? We have concem that we would not want 10 violate any possible

ADA requirements by not having a prooess svailable for those folks.

2. Some of our folks have to leave town due $0 work requirements, is there & way to
sccommodate thoss who may be out of town and unsble 10 vote in person?

3. How will validstion of the vots count oocur? Will a First Church member be involved in
the counting/validating of the votes?

Thank you for your sssistance on this very difficult issue. First Church hes remeined
focused on doing Gods work during this discernment process and are looking forward to

! moving past this issue sooner rather than later 50 we can continue His work here at 4th and
Robinson regardiess of which way the church decides.

Blessings to you and yours during the holidey season!

David Hanoock Chris Dodson
First Church OKC Administrative Council Cheir First Church OKC Senior



Prom: victoe McCilouch

Tot Dmid Heacnek

::M Aa: Pirst Cwrch OXC Dimfilintion Vote request
Datst Fridey, Docamber 2, 2022 3:21:57 M

- First
m‘.mmnwmmmcwhmymmdmmm.
mﬁ'smmmmmwmmmmmamﬁ%“ )
Howw«,mmwwcwmmmmmonowmmn ation
Process as outlined by the Okishoma Conference Board of Trustees.
lammanﬂablefwdﬂmdﬂeymoﬁandinyourm&ﬂmm.lmmoﬁumdm
in January:

irst, before the Church Conference fmmeVohmDhaﬁ!lhu,tpeOkhhoma‘Confew
Diretor of Connectional Miniatries, Derek Belase, and | would like to meet with the First
Church OKC Administrative Council on Wednesdsy, January 11 or Thursday, January 12,
2023.Seeond,JanuuryZZ,Z:BOpmhwnilnbkaud‘tewaetaFirstChlthKCChmh
Conference for the Vote to Disaffiliate. .
Assoonupom‘ble.lumknowwhutworhhutforFirstChthKC.lmlookmg
forward to hearing from you soon.

God's Shalomt

Yictor McCullough

The Rev. Victor T McCullough, D.Min

Heartland District Superintendent / Mission Strategist
Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
1501 NW 24th Street

Oklshoma City, Oklshoma 73106

(405)530-2029(0) (405)921-312%(m)

or i '
*Thank you for using the above email addresses for DS/work-related communications
"The glory of God is a human being fully alive...beholding God" -Saint Irenaeus

On Wed, Nov 23, 2022 at 1:54 PM David Hancock <davidhancock30@gmail.com> wrote:
 Dear RevDr. McCullough,

. I pray this email finds you and your family welil in anticipation of the holiday season. I
; wanted to let you know that on 21 Nov during the First Church OKC Administrative

: Council meeting, it was decided by the council to move forward with a church vote on
_ disaffiliation.

. As you may be aware, First Church has diligently been soeking the Holy Spirits guidance

. throughout this discernment process to include mulitiple congregational meetings, the church
; conference with you and Rev. Malloy as well as two separate and dedicated evenings of

: praying, seeking and listening to God. One in October and one in November.

. We now believe we are ready to move forward with & vote of the membership on whether to
- disaffiliste from or remain in the UMC.




.lfmm:hhpumh.mmm;mhhﬁu?hstm&wm 8Jan
2023 at 2pm. If the 8th is unavailable, we would request the 15th of Jan 2023 st 2pm.

While we anticipate additional instructions and information will be provided on the details
and procedures of the vots, we have a fow questions as well.

1. Will scoommodations bs made for members who are unable 10 sttend in person dus to
health or mobility reasons? We have conoers thet we would not want to violate any possible

ADA roquirements by not having & procsss available for those foiks.

+ 2, Some of our folks have t0 leave town due to work requirements, is there & way to
;mmmwbﬂdmdmaomhm?

' 3. How will validation of the vote count cocur? Will & First Church member be involved in
|hmmdvmwhm?

: Thank you for your assistance on this very difficult issue. First Church has remained
Mmmmmmummummww
mhgm&hhummmmnmmmﬂhwkhmatmw
,mmamwmmm

Blessings to you and yours during the holiday season!

David Hanoock Chris Dodson
!MMOKCMMM First Church OKC Senior




First Church OKC <sbsumann@firstchurchoke.com>
Tuesday, December 6, 2022 7:25 AM

daveandkeliil @coxnet

Voting Date Set

=

Church Conference & Voting

Mark your calendars for Sunday January 22, 2023 as we will gather for a
Church Conference to vote on whether to disaffiliate from the United Methodist
Church or not.

Please make sure you have read the materials and watched the videos on our
website under About, and Discermment Information.

Thank You!

WO'ZO&MUMMWCWOKG All rights reserved.
YmmmumwammnnMMdeﬁmCWOKC.

Our malling address is:
First Unitsd Mathadist Church OKC

131 NW 4th SL.
Okishoma City, Oidshoma 73102

A us 1o vour addrass hook




TN

/2232022

Good morning, David!
Below are the responses to recent questions regarding First Church vote:

All our decisions and pfoeudumreprdln;whutandwhatwmmtbulbweddurlmm
Church Conference for the Vote to Dmmmn«mmwmumumumm
Wmmmmmemm.mummmyom
recent questions are addressed In these documents.

Thcacond'wwwaplofﬂnolmonw‘t)spedﬂwwm, “approved by a
2/3 majorityvoteoftheprofuﬁmmmhmandd&m’pmcnt’ at the church conference.
Andpanmphuofthcomlaﬁonunmntsws'profesmmandacﬂwor
retired clergy must be pmntltﬂuceonfenmofthelocddwrch in order to be allowed to
vote; no proxy voting shall be allowed; and professing members and active or retired clergy are
only aliowed one vote each and cannot vote for any family or other professing member or
active or retired clergy... no voter shall be aliowed to leave the room or cross the bar while in

possession of a ballot.”

So, the provisions of the Disaffillation Agreemant that the congregation must sign and foliow,
specifies those conditions. They are the guidelines established by Conference Board of
Trustees, which has the authority to set the conditions.

Moreover, The Unitad Methodist Book of Discipline paragraph 248 states that participants in
the Church Conference must be in person. Hence, voting via Zoom (virtual), maii-in, or shut-in
ballots won’t be aliowed. Since voters must bring an ID and sign the official list of eligible
voters, they need to be present to vote.

Additionally, the votes are countad by district and local church represantatives immediately
after the vote and the results announced as part of the Church Conference. So, it Is only the
ballots gathered from those present, that are counted. Therefore, the decision was made not to
open the process for mail-in ballots. Any provisions or modifications to the Disaffiliation

Agreement woulid have to be discussed and approved by the Okiahoma Conference Board of
Trustees.

Also, the First Church OKC Church Conference for the Vote to the Disaffiliation will be heid on
only one weekend. And yas, in the event of severe inclement weather, the Church Conference
wiil be rescheduled and held at another time,

If you have any additions! questions or concerms, fesl free to contact me.

Sincerely in Christ's Mission,

Rev. Victor T. McCullough, D. Min.
Heartland District Superintendent




Pron Yicioe McCionch

) [T

:um e Plasse Respond - Questions regending First Church Voo

Dutes Priday, Dacamber 23, 2022 1I0BS PN

sencmenn S e e e
Hello David and Chrls,

The Ren Victer T McCullongh, D.Min

Heartiand District Superintendent / Mission Strategist
Oklshoms Conforence of The United Methodist Church
1501 NW 24th Street

Okishoma City, Okishoma 73106

(405)530-2029(0) (405)921-312%(m)

ymecullongh@okume.org or hesrtianddiatrict@okume.org
mmmmugmmmuwmm
WMJMUCMWMMM‘MM

On Tue, Dec 20, 2022 at 5:20 PM Devid Hancook <davidhancock 0@gmailcon> wrote:
| Good evening Dr. McCullough,

|

ilhvm’tbcdh&ﬁmmmmwhmmm-nm”um:
gmnupo&lbh. We have members thet have questions regarding the vote and I need to get
* an answer for them.

' 1. What sccommodations can be made for our shut-ins who are unable 10 get out 10 vote?
| 2. Is there a possibility for Early voting (mail in ballots) for folks who will be out of town
or unavailable? We have fiolks thet have booked vacation rentals well in advance and

the vote falls during the time they are away.
3. If not carly or mail in ballots, would voting on two seperate weskends be an option?
4. Is it possible for folks to vote via Zoom?
S. In the event of severe winter weather, will the vote be rescheduled?

Respectfully,

iDavidHnood:

; First Church Admin Council Chair
405 326-6585




December 23, 2022

mwmm-mm
Rev. Chris Dodson

Mr. Devid Hancock

131NV S,
Okishoma CRy, Okishoma 73102

mAwmdhmmmumummmmmm
MWMWWWMWM.MJWMOIW&M&

mmmmuﬂmdmw

wdmﬂmmmmummmmmwdmmd

™ Such a serious decision requires prayerful and cerehul preparation. The Okishoma Conference Board of

o~ mmw-wwuumw.mmwwu
this vote. The “Disaffilistion Agresment” and Par. 2553 are avalishie for you st olumc.org/dissffilistion.
nmdmmhmnﬂmbr&hwhﬂmmmsmmdm
mw.wmmmmmm.mm,Md
Transitions! Ministries for the Okishoma Annusl Conference is awveilsble to assist you at
tmaliovidokumc.org and 1.405.530.2027.

This vote must be taken with grest attention to detall. Plesse be aware
0 il of several requirements and be

1. Aspresented to the church conference, the motion must be phrased that & Is for the Local Church
to proceed with disaffiliation from the denomination under Par. 2553 “based on one or more of
- (1) for requiremants and provisions
reasons of conscience regarding a change in the and of
the Book of Discipline related to the practioe of hamosenuality;
(2) for ressons of conscience regarding the ordination or marriage of seif-avowed
practicing homosexusls as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conferencs, or
(S)u?udwmmm«mamamm
reistad to a change requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline and
Wuhmdm.«mumwmﬂmmu:ﬁ
avowed przddl' homosmeusls as resoived and adopted by the 2019 General
2. The decision to disafiiate from The Unised Methodist Church must be approved by s two-thirds
A (m)mmmdummmmmummmuudmw
3 church present at the church conference.



3. WMWMMWIhMJDMWHWW
uwwwunmumwwqmammmm. Abstentions will be counted in
mummwnmmmmwum.

4, mwmmdmmmuwwmumwmw
mmmummwmmmdmmmuu
sliowed to vote. MW“MMMMM&&WMN
wmmmuu*m»mmmmuumwmm
mmwmwmﬂmmmmmmmmmmw“
person. Mmmummmau.uuummmmm
mmmmm“uMwmmmummuMhmm
ballot.

5. vmmmmmnmwummmmmwm
conference racords to enter the bar of the conference.

6. Amawmnmmmmmmummm
process of dissffiliation. mwmmdmwdmw
wwwummammnammmuuﬁfy
mmhmmuwwmmmm

7. Ammmdmmmavmmuawmmwmm,wh
allowed.

| admonish you to leam all you can shout the ressons for this decision and the implicstions of dissffillstion
for you and your congregation. Plesee recaive this bisssing as you prepere.

“The Lord biess you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you, ond be gracious to
the Lord Rt up His countenence toward you, and give you peace.”... Numbers 6:34-26 NKIV o

Grace and pesce,

Rav. Victor T. McCullough, D. Min

Superintendent
Oldahoma Annual Confarsnce — The United Methodist Church



fo Dasdd Hancnck: Thsh Mallow: M. RAMSEY: Seceny tin

Detst Tuasdey, Jenwery 17, 2023 157218 PM

Tobcdw.ﬂninfoumﬁoninﬂnneondundlwulmdvumlyleﬁomdﬂwﬁruenuil.
My apologies.

The Rev. Victor T McCaliough, D.Min . )
Heartland District Superintendent / Mission Strategist
Oklshoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
1501 NW 24th Street

Oklahoma City, Okishoma 73106

(405)530-2029(c) (405)921-312%m)

ymecullough@okume.org or heatlanddistrict@okume.org .
*Mkmmmmwonmilmmw-uhudwmumm
"ncgloiyofcadhchummﬁll]m.maol”-&intw

On Tue, Jan 17, 2023 at 10:52 PM Chris Dodson <tnemidun@hotmail.com> wrote:
i Ok so which email are we having to deal with?

. Sent from my T-Mobile $G Device
Get Qutlook for Android

. From: Victor McCullough <vmccullough@okume,.org>

. Sent: Tuesday, January 17, 2023 10:50:23 PM

" To: Chris Dodson <tnemidur@hotmail.com>; David Hancock <davidhancack30@gmail.com>

. Ce: Tish Malloy <tmaliov@akumc.org>; MEL RAMSEY <mramsey-thampson@akumc.org>; Jimmy

- Nunn <jimmy.aunafokume.org>
_ Subject: Re: First Church Vote for Disaffillation

The First Church Church Conference for the Vote to Disaffiliate had been set and scheduled
. for Sunday, January 22, 2023, 2:30 PM.

- The Rev. Victor T McCuliough, D.Min

. Heartland District Superintendent / Mission Strategist

» Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
* 1501 NW 24th Street

. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73106

: (405)530-2029(0) (405)921-3129(m)

: or
- *Thank you for using the above email addresses for DS/work-reiated communications
3 "The glory of God is & human being fully alive..bekolding God" -Ssint Irenacus

i On Tue, Jan 17, 2023 at 10:30 PM Viotor MoCullough <ymecullough@okumc.org> wrote:




——

—— b T

: Dot Chris and Devid!
wmmmmauummnww
. ummwmmumc&mmm

allow needed for the congregation to engags, with
mp.mmm” acoording %0 Paragraph 212 of The Book
of Discipline of The United Methodist

and evangelistic
: .Whmm&thmnﬂnMWndmmd

;mmhchﬁem .
;pmmhwumwmwmmumm
;Mhmwm“mmndlmhﬂdbm&h
_mmuuuamummmhmcmmm
gmmmmm,m.ummmmum
. know if you have any questions or concerns.

. God's Grace and Peace!
: Victor

. Tha Rev. Victor T McCullongh, D.Min
! Heartland District Superintendent / Mission Strategist

. Okishoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
+ 1501 NW 24th Street

. Okliahoma City, Okishoma 73106

+ © (408)530-2029(c) (405)921-312%(m)

ymecullough@okuma.arg or heartienddistrica@okume.org
: 'Mywhmhgh:mmﬂmuhmomm
 *The glory of God is & huwan belng fully alive...bekoiding God” -Saint Ironscus
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: Ondd Hancacks T Mallec MILRANSRC Dmmcten

Subjests e Ft Charch Vote for Diaffiintion

Detes Tussday, Jonunry 57, 2003 11:26¢12 P

Pastor

NolThuvwlﬂnuhaMMthhddmsw. 22nd. The

to Vots for Disaffiliation may occur.
Wewﬂlmﬂmwﬁhdnhyhdmofmaudundyoudf;bdaﬂhbm
pmouofmlylhmdhlbmleomeofDWude
mmnmuuhm.m.ummwwam
foel free to contact me, first thing in the moming.

Thank you.

The Rev. Victer T McCullough, D.Min
Heartiand District Superintendent / Mission Strategist
Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
1501 NW 24th Street
Oklishoma City, Okishoma 73106
(405)530-2029(0) (405)921-312%(m)

.Ofg OF

ymecullough@okume.org or heartianddistricti@okume.org
*Thenk you for using the above email addresses for D8/work-relsted communications
*The glory of God ks a human being fully alive...beholding God" -Saint Irenacus

On Tue, Jan 17, 2023 at 10:57 PM Chris Dodson <tnemidur@hotmail.com> wrote:

' 1s the church still having their vote or not? I'm confused. We're telling about people paying
Ebmvdbnkwwmwmmnmmphnm

| Thanks

;g?ﬁmmy'l‘mmm
* Get Qutiook for Andraid

! From: Chris Dodson <tnamiduc@hotmall.com>

: Semts Tuesday, January 17, 2023 10:52:09 PM

. Tos Victor McCullough <umcculioughfakumc.org>; David Hancock <davidhancack30@gmail.com>
- €e2 Tish Malloy <tmalioxfiokumc.ong>; MEL RAMSEY <mramsev-thomosongokismec.org>; Simmy
| Sublect Re: First Church Vot for Disaffilation

” Ok 50 which email are we having to deal with?
| Sent from my T-Moblle 5G Device



| sent: Tuesday, January 17, 2028 10:50:23 PM
i,,mwwmmww

=wmmwmwwm;m

t
*

! Nunn <immv.ounn@okume.ocs>
;mwmmmuw

| The Firat Chiurch Church Coafbrence fc the Vots to Disaffliste had been sot and scheduled
| for Sunday, Janusry 22, 2023, 2:30 PM.

! The Rew Victer T MoCullongh, D.Min

| Heartland District Superinsendent / Mission Strategist

: Okishoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
| 1501 NW 24th Strest

! Oklshoma City, Oklshoma 73106

! (405)530-2029(0) (405)921-3129(m)

. ymecullough@okume.arg or hesrtianddistcict@okume.org
;mmumummmuw«ww

i "The glory of God is a human being fully aitve..beholding God™ -Saint Ircnnevs
l

immmmmnosomvmmwwwm?m
; | Doar Chris and David!
L conversstion with Bishop Nunn and the Cabinet, we are respeotfuily
g that the First United Methodist Church, in Oklshoma City, Church Confisrence
: i for the Vots 10 Dissffiliats be postponed snd rescheduled at & date and time 10 be
| :mmm»wmmmhwyum.n
i | shall allow the time nesded for the congregation to engage, with Anaual Conference

: leadership, in a deliberation process of analysis, according to Paragraph 212 of The Book
i ;ofnwndmwumm v
: ;Myubahmohwmbmdhmmmwnw
- " and church leadership o enter in the process of disaffiliation from The United Methodist
i ; Church is an extremely significant decision for not only First Church, but aleo our entire
: ;mwmmmmumawm
intend to identify if a local church serving in & place vital 10 our United Misthodist mission
1 and evangelistic witness is effective and visble. Moreover, it is csssntial that the
. congregation is meking the effort to respond 10 the needs, changes, and now cultural
: patterns coourring in the surrounding community.
;MW““‘dmwwmmbmw
;m&mﬂum.mmaﬂemhidb this
i | eritical moment in the lifs of Ficst United Methodist Church, in Okishoma City, and our
: ;mmmmm.m.-dmmmuum
i know if you have any questions or concerns. _

" God's Geaos and Peace!
Victor

!
i
i
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;mm Victer T McCuliough, D.Min

eartiand District / Mission Stratogist
oumcmmamumdmm
| 1501 NW 24th Stroet
| Oklahoma City, Oklakioma 73106

, (405)530-2029(0) (405)921-3129%(m)
or hectianddistricti@okume.ocg
ywhuhh”mﬂ“hmm
| wuqubamwwmwmnm
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such a requirement prier to the District scheduling the confirence of the Local
Church contempleted by paragraph 1(c) below.”

w.muuwmmmunmwmmdmmmmmnmd
| understanding the churches future vitality. it slso will allow our Administrative Councl to best represent the church body,
Mmﬂwmwm

mmmmmulumwmmm
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From: Victor MeCuouch

::: Wwwmmmm
Tigar

Subjects mmmmmm-mww

Oate: Tuesday, January 24, 2023 3:21:31 PM

On January 20th, David Hancock sent the email below for my response. Would you
take a look at my responses and kindly tell me if yau have further questions or concerns?

Good afternoon Rev McCullough and Conference Leadership.

During the First Church OKC Administrative Council meeting last night, we had two items we were asked
1o bring to your attention for a response.

1. Our church has participated in multiple studies on church vitality that the Conference has initiated. Do
any of the results of these Conference studies serve the same purpose or serve (0 fulfill the Conversations on
Church Potential study/discussion? As a follow-up, when can we expect to hear a start date for that
engagement and who will be responsible for the cost of this study?

In this case, the deliberate process of analysis according to paragraph 212-213 will serve a different
purpose than any church vitality stedy that has taken place prior to 2018. The paragraph 212-213
process will be adspted and designed in view of the current realities of the First Church congregation,
along with the needs and cultursl patterns of the surrounding community, during the last three to five
vears. The two paragraphs from the Book of Discipline and the deliberate analysis process will
specifically focus on the local church's responsibility to fruitfully reach, engage, and serve the people
and mission field surrounding First Church OKC.

As you have been informed, Rev. Chris Tiger, a Retired Elder of The United Methodist Church and
coach , has been selected and contracted to lend the new deliberate analysis process according to
paragraph 212-213. Chris is already at work with his research and development of the process. Next
week you will be given the start date for the “engagement". The Heartland District and

Okiahoma Conference will be réesponsible for all ensuing costs related to Rev. Tiger's services and the
ministry and mission analysis.

2. If we arc being asked to delay our vote because paragraphs 212/213 give the option for an assessment to
be done, and that.this is a part of the Conferences “DisafTiliation Agreement Pursuant to Paragraph 2553",
then please explain why the Conference office and the District Superintendent does not have 10 abide by the
same agreement? According to the botiom of page 2 of the “DisafTiliation Agreement™ it states that any
assessment would be done prior to the scheduling of the Church Conference. This did not happen in that
manner. Our Church Conference was scheduled by email received on 23 Dec 2022. So this assessment
request was sent afer and. not prior to the scheduling of the Church Conference. In fact, your netification
was received even after First Church OKC met its obligation to submit its Membership Roster 10 days prior
to the actual vote. Excerpt from the Agreement is below...

“Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:
aA Pmcesg f:og' Assessment of Local Potential under §213 of the Discipline or a formal
assessment n_?mgggd“b;y‘ the Annual Conference Legacy Team may be required to be
completed prfarfotheschiiliiing:af ikkichuirpk:conference in order to assess whether
the Local Church is a viable congregation. Such a requirement may be imposed upon
the Local Church by the District Superintendent with jurisdiction over the Local




such a requirement prioe. 1o the
vcé of the Local Church contemplated

process. .

the District the
2. The Sook of Discipine (paragraph 248) gives e peaded.

authority to set, postpone,

view of the huge matters to weigh regarding the viability of First United Methodist
gmmmmmummmummmw
necessary but wiss and respensible stewardship.

3. On January 11, 2023 Derrek Belase, David Belase, and I met with the
FIM@MMMMM.MWMMM

that the attention of our conference leadership. The
deep emotions and were and taken very seriously.
The meeting, along other concermns to First Church, the overall

dmhwinmommcmmm of our

ongoing m and ministry in Okizhoma were factors led to
thorough abwtmdmﬂnqu&uatﬂntmurdl.

4. There was a sense of unreadiness, on the part of the Oklahoma
mmmmm&-ﬂm the First
uucom-ammgzc;nummmm without
David, we a youawwuimnm,anjmbusd r
Flrstéhun:h ip undmﬂngand,lm,mdwlw
ned:lvnguﬂndoddmbmmm

The Rev. Victor T McCaullough, D.Min

Heartland District Superintendent / Mission Strategist
Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
1501 NW 24th Street

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73106

(405)530-2029(0) (405)921-3129%(m)

or heatlanddistrici@okumec.org
*Thank you for using the above email addresses for DS/work-related communications
"The glory of God is a human being fully alive...bekolding God" -Saint Irenaeus




On Fri, Jan 20, 2023 at 1:55 PM David Hancock <davidhancock30@gmail.com> wrote:
Good aftenoon Rev MoCullough and Conflerence Leadership,

MumﬂmMOKCAdmthCmdlmmw&mwmhnumm
asked to bring to your attention for a response.

L wmmmwhmmmummwmmmmmhm Do
anyofdnmubofﬁmafumemhmcmwumwMﬂnﬂnCmmﬂm
on Church Potential study/discussion? Mafollow-up.wbmauwcupwtmhccnmduefortlm
mmmmdwbwinumkhdnmdmkwy?

2. lfmmbein.wdmdehywmmmmnmngiwdnopﬁmfwmm
wummmmkh-mwmmm“mwmmmw
zsss*,mmmmm;mmmmmmwmwhmw
sbide by the same sgresment? Amd’uwtlnbmnoqudofdn“thﬁlhﬁonAMem”it
mmwmmwmumwothMCmm This did not
happen in that manner. Our Church Conference was scheduled by email received on 23 Dec 2022. So
mammmmmuumwmmmmofmmmmm. In fact,
ywnotiﬂcndonwsueeivedmaﬁul‘-’hﬂdumOKCmaltsobllwiontowbmitihMunbmhip
Roster 10 days prior to the actual vots. Excerpt from the Agreement is below...

“Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and
agree: a. A Process for Assessment of Local Potential under 4213 of the Discipline or
a formal assessment initiated by the Annual Conference Legacy Team may be
required to be completed SEENNERERRIMIRNEINECANREENCIRERS in order
to assess whether the Local Church is a viable congregstion. Such a requirement may

overtbel..ocdthel..oal Church shall be notified of such a
Local Church contemplated by paragraph 1(c) below.”

K3

We believe that by having this vote, the Conferencs is then aware of where the church stands, which is a
pert of understanding the churches future vitality. 1t also will aliow our Administrative Council to best
represent the church body, whichever way they decide to vots.

Thank you for your consideration and [ look forward to your quick response,
Grace and Peace to you,

David Hancock

First Church OKC

Admin Council Chair
403 326-6985
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| FIRST CURCH

fiesichurchutirstchurchokccom
{408} 239-6493 v
15 February 2023
Dear Bishop Nunn, _
Blessings of grace and psace to you.

‘While I know you have beon coustesy copied on recent email communications regarding First
Church OKC mmmmmtmwmwmwammm
dkecﬂymdmymueﬁﬂlymofwlmmanmhmmﬂynndsmdwhnwebdim
the direction that the Lord is leading us.

As mmpumumwammmmw
mﬂmmna—mmmuwsmom During that time, we have
camestly prayed, we've fervently worshipped, we’ve shed many tears and have been ] )
heartbroken over the division that is occurring in Gods church as well as the impact it is having
directly on the First Chuech family. Our congregation earnestly sought the guidance of the Holy
Spirit through this discernment time. We educated ourselves on the primary issues and held
multiple meetings to include what we called nights of listening 0 God. Not onc time had there
been presented any biss or slant one way or the other. Rather, as Administrative Council chair
it was my goal and the goal of our council 10 present as much relevant information on both sides
of this issue to our congregation. While at the same time encouraging them to research these
issues individuaily so they could become more educated and help maintain a prayerful focus.

On Dec 23, 2022, 1 notified our District Superintendent, Rev Dr. Victor McCullough of First
Church’s desire 10 hold & vote regarding disaffilistion. Dr. McCullough responded by offering a
dmdﬂ]m%hmomwmhmmm In addition,
m.www.mmmmmwwmmhm
of Connectional Ministries, Rev Derrek Belase, This meeting essentially was to inform First
cnmu_mmuu-hmummmmmmmm
C@th@mh&wmmmﬂhdﬁamhﬁﬁdﬂnmww
with First Church in outreach efforts. At no time during this meeting were there any discussion
ondndiaﬂilidioainmonhnnmnﬁty. Instoad, Dr. McCullough asked that First
Chmchnmluveﬂ:cUMC,bmw&notsomwh-Mmeﬂcﬂoom

Sumymmu,smmmwmmm.mwmum
and Pastor Chris Dodson that he was postponing our Church Conference until a time to be
determined later. As I'm sure you are aware, acoording to the Disaffilistion Agreement, the
time to call for a viability study must occur prior to the scheduling of the Church Conflrence.
The Church Conference to vote on disaffilistion for First Church had boen scheduled for several
wecks at this point. As you can imegine this came as 2 complete shock to us as our
congregation had peayed for months and months snd was ready to vote on what path they
believed God wanted First Church 1o go. 'We were looking forward to getting this behind us
and focusing on whichever path God leads us and most importently continuing the work God
had called us to do bere at 4* and Robinson. However, becanse of this postponement, max




disaugiv, dissppoisted end quite homestly sugry wit what is perceived as a stall tactic
::m.hddip. !quma“lﬁdquqo::hmutz
fanos about which way o go, this action sufficlently swayed many 10 vote to leave.

while the Book of 212/213 were cited as the reason for the
pwm memn:o?uhhm‘- subjeoted to
this visbility study and in fhot, 3000 chasrches that diseffiliated in the firat vound of October
2022, wers required 10 adbers 10 this study.

mamm“ﬂn.wuznmmgwaxu
this be = as possible and not 1o process.
m%hﬂﬂwwmmmbw“MMEMb
right 1o vots and 10 do 90 in & mesner that avolds the appesrance of delay on behalf of
conference leadership. Dr. MoCuliough sent an emeil cliing 4 Fob 2023 as the dats in which we
would receive an overview and timeline of the visbility process. As of the dete of this letter we
have not yst neosived thet overview and timeline.

As you can imagine, there is now s grest amownt of distrust of our conforence loaders. One
mmummu.mudmmumm
mwamhmblﬂubmdl&tm-mum
However, I rarcly receive timely reponses 1o my, emseil sequests. If the loadership of the UMC
bh&bm@dhdm*ﬂwﬂubbmd“noﬂw
mxuuhmmmunmmmnmmu
start answering the hard questions. As such, [ am focmally requesting a mesting with you at
Fixst Chaxch as soon a8 possible. We believe this 10 be of vital impostance thet it should
‘warrant your insnediste sttention.

May God’s blessing traly be upon you and your team,



Dates Tussday, Pebrusry 21, 2028 10:52:51 AN
Dear David,

Grace and Peace to you and the leadership team at First Church OKCI

fofB’uhomeandkaklwﬂnCouanbMﬂmkyou for your letter
mFMzm. Your words were honest and heartfelt. We are very saddened to hear
Myoudlhwehmdlnppohﬁad.ndmmd.byhowdwmhuh«nhmdbd
since you notified me of the Pirst Church Administrative Council's desire to hold a vote
mgudingdiuﬁllhﬁonﬁomﬂnUnMWﬁdmnhlmampdlhwiﬂnyour
frustration. Moreover, it is a dissppointment for me/us to lonymrtrusthwu:Okhlnm
Conference leadership. We appreciate your identity as a traditional, conservative, Christian
communityofﬁiﬁmdwkmu.mpectymrdnobﬂcdmwwﬁnwmimﬁon.
mdmmmmmauwwwmmhmﬁmmumm
process disaffiliation. Likewb,mnhnapoﬁﬁvemdmmullynmmfna
relationship with the leaders and congregation of First United Methodist Church (First
Church), Okishoma City.

Certainly, it may appear as though some things have been slow or delayed. However, I can
assure you that nothing that has transpired, thus far, has been done as an intentional "stall
tactic” by the conference leadership. Quite honestly, I am a bit disheartened that some of
your leaders would perceive our efforts to lift up the principie of partnership, focus on our
collective vital mission to engage the community, and make disciples of Jesus Christ in
Downtown OKC and the surrounding regions, as “insulting" and somehow worthy of distrust.
We still strive to keep improving this process, pray fervently, make thorough decisions, and
facilitate needed adjustments, in the disaffiliation process. These matters are quite fluid, yet as
Christ-worthy and fiir as possible.

lqmg.ldid indicate in an earlier communication that an overview and timeline of the
viability process would be provided earlier this month. Unfortunately, I was not able to make
ﬂmhappgnandrmmy.WemedodtoeonﬁmdutﬁcilmnofdnCommﬁonon
Church Viability(CCV), based on Paragraph 212/213 in The United Methodist Book of
Discipline, would be done effectively, and with excellence. I am grateful to ssy that competent
leadership for the CCV has finally been secured. We now can move forward with arranging a
meeting with the facilitator, along with members of your leadership team, o outline the
process as carly as Tuesday or Wednesday of next week in person or via Zoom. I'll contact
you and we can confirm a date and method as soon as possible.

Also, you requested a meeting with Bishop Nunn at First Church as soon as possible. Bishop
Nunn's next available time to meot with the First Church Administrative Council is
Wednesday, 22 March 2023, 7-8:30PM. Hence, our Bishop cares enough to take the time to
graciously hear the concerns of First Church, saswer the hard questions your leaders may
have, and pray with you as First Church as you continue the path God prepares for you going
forward. Obviously, it is a very important time for us all. 1 pray for Pastor Chris Dodson, you,
and the faithful people of fhith and prayer at First Church OXC. May God bless you with great
wisdom, guidance, and peace.




Inho&cfawdommmmwmmvmmmor
conoerns.

Sinoerely yours in Chrlet!

The Rev. Victer T McCullongh, D.Min

Heartland District Superintondent / Mission Strategist
Okishoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
1501 NW 24th Street
Oklshoma City, Oklshoma 73106

| (405)530-2029(c) (405)921-312%(m)
ymocullongh@okume.org or heartisnddistrict@olaanc.ocg
mmummmmmumm

"The glory of Ged s & human being fully alive...beholding God" -Saint Irenacus




St R First Chrch Chsafiiteion Cancenns
Detms Sunday, Felrwary 36, 2023 10:00:45 PM
Dear Chris and David,

an assignment that both of you are asked to complete.

Attached wiﬂﬁndﬁe?mmﬁofConvcmﬁononChucthblhty(CCV)domL.
mamszllmmmmdhmMdeMyoumq
soe questions that are 10 be answered by you (we would ask that you have a clergy pesspective
and a lsity perspective on the Second Step of the Five Staps Process), and three to seven
persons from First Church. Your tsam will need to provide the requested information about
the church's mission, and answer the financial questions by Thursdsy, March 2. You can send
your responses to Craig Stinston <cstinstonf150@gmail.com>, and copy me.

Rev. Stinson and I will meet with your First Church CCV Team on Wednesday, March 8, 7
p.m. We understand that getting all of this together will be a tedious task. However, we are
mindful of your request thet this CCV process would not be long and drawn out. If you have
questions or concerns, please feel free to let us know. ) )
Thank you, both, and the congregation for your lesdership at First United Methodist Church in
Oklahoma City. Mereover, many thanks for your commitment in being a part of this holy
work!

The Rev. Victor T McCuillough, D.Min

Heartland District Superintendent / Mission Strategist
Okishoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
1501 NW 24th Sueet

Oklahoma City, Okishoma 73106
(405)530-2029(o) (403)921-312%(m)

Mymfaum;u:onmilmmwnmmmmim

"The glory of God is & kuman being fully alive...beholding God” -Saint Irenacus

On Tue, Feb 21, 2023 at 10:52 AM Victor MeCullough <ymesullough@okumc.arg> wrote:
Grace and Poace to you and the leadership team st First Chureh OKC!

| On behalf of Bishop Nunn and our Okishoma Confsrence Cabiner, thank you for your letter

: dated 15 February 2023. Your words were honest and heartfelt. We are very saddened to
: hear that you all have bosn dissppointad, and even angered, by how the process has been

EXHIBIT
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mmwhhwamwmms«num
re mmmaw«ruwmmm
Church), Okishoma City.

Indeed, I did indicate in an earlier communication that an overview and timeline of the
viability process would be provided cartier this month. Unfortunately, I was not able to
make that happen and I'm sorry. We needed 10 confirm that facilitation of the Conversstion
on Church Viability(CCV), basod on Paragraph 212/213 in The United Msthodist Book of
Discipline, would be done effbctively, and with exoceflence. I am gratefisl ©0 say thet
competont for the CCV haes finally been secured. We now can move forward with
amranging & moeting with the facilitetor, along with members of your leadership team, to
outline the process as early as Tussday or Wednosday of next week in person or via Zoom.
I'll contact you and we can confirm a date and maethod as soon as possible.

Also, you requested a mesting with Bishop Nunn at First Church as soon as possibie. Bishop
Nunn's next availabls time 10 mest with the First Church Administrative Council is
Wednesday, 22 March 2023, 7-8:30PM. Henocs, our Bishop cares enough 0 take the time to
graciously hear the conoerns of First Church, saswer the hard questions your leaders may '
have, and pray with you as First Church as you continue the path God prepares for you
going forward. Obviously, it is a very important time for us all. I pray for Pastor Chris
Dodson, you, and the fhithful people of fhith and prayer at First Church OKC. May God
bless you with great wisdom, guidence, and peace.

I am looking forward t0 connecting with you soon. Let me know if you have questions or
concerns.

| Sincerely yours in Christ!

The Rev. Victer T DM

Heartland District Superintendent / Mission Stratogist
Okishoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
i 1501 NW 24th Streot

| Oklahoma City, Oklshoma 73106

{ (405)530-2029(0) (405)921-3129(m)




ymoouliough@olaima.org or heastianddistriet@olume.org
*Thank you for using the above email addresses for DS/work-related communications

#The plory of God ks a human being fully ailve...beholding God” -Saint Irenacus



Process for Conversation on Church Viability
introduction

mWWWMdewmmmwph
mmmm«-mmmwmmnmmmmm
Mmumnmmmmmmmmm This assessment
can be imposad by the mmmmmmmmum This
mmwwumm-mm.mmdmmmmwm
church disaffilisting from the United Methodist Church. This document outiines the process
developed by the Okishoma Conferance.

Inkiating the Process

uammmmmwmmmmummm
mwmmmunummmuumwunw
church to determine its visbility. if the local church later requests that a Church Conference be heid to
take 8 vote to disaffiliats, then the District Superintendent has 120 days in which to hold the Church
Conference. The District Superintendent can determine that Conversations on Church Viability (CCV)
be held in a timely manner. The District Superintandent contacts the Coordinator for CCVs to request
someone to lesd these conversations. The District Superintendent may ask at least one clergy and one
lay person from the district to participste in this conversation(s.) The pastor of the church will identify
and invite three to seven lay persons from the church to be a pert of these conversations. If possible, a
church member well acquainted with the finances of the local church should be 8 part of these
conversations. The person could be the treasurer, financiel secretary, or finance chairperson. The
leader of the CCV will contact the pastor or one of the lay people from the church as well as the district
representatives to schadule a time for the first conversation to occur.

information Needed

Statistics from the yesr and reports for the previous four years will be provided by the district office.
The church will provide a budgat for the church and the iatest financial statement. The church and
District Superintendent will provide contact informetion for the people perticipating in these
conversations. A document, “Financial Heeith Questions” will be sent to the church to be filled out
prior to the first convarsation.

PagelofS



The Five Staps Process
MWNMMMSMMMaWW

B Flnt.thewrruuvhbltydﬁnbddmd!m it Is preferred that this meeting be held at
mmmhmmmmmwummam.m
awmmmmmmmmmmum

ummwmmwmmmm it may be
determined that additional information is needed. if s0, the church will provide that

viability of the local church. While the current finencial heslith of the church is important, other
mwmm«mdmmmwummmw
Muwwwmhhmmummmdﬂnm“
Mmmmwwmmmmuunwmmm
of the resources they have. Thess cancerns are summarized by the CCV Leader.

3. Third, the CCV Leader shares with the church participants the following items: a summary of
what was heard at the first conversation; an analysis of the viability of the church; and the
options and/or recommendeation they are ready to share with the church. Church perticipants
may ask clarifying questions.

4. Fourth, the church participents mest to discuss the options and/or recommendstion presented
by the CCV Lasder. No decision regarding a churcly’s options shouid be made until the CCV
process is complete.

5. Fifth, the church council and/or congregation hears the recommendation of this group.

Paga20f3
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Conclusion

If desired, the Team Leader and/or District Superintendent will meet with the church when the

recommendation is being considered by the church.

If this process resultsin a determination that the local churchis no longer a viable congregation,

then the District Superintendent will advise the church, and a written report will be made for the
Conference Journal of the Oklahoma Annual Conference. The local church can elect to:

1

Discontinue the disaffiliation process and continue in its covenant relationship with the United
Methodist Church; or

Discontinue the disaffiliation process and proceed under the paragraph 249 to close the
church; or

Continue with the disaffiliation process under Paragraph 2553 with the understanding that in
seeking approval of the Oklahoma Annual Conference for the disaffiliation, the annual
conference will have received the report of non-viability in the Preconference Journal.

Any dispute as to viability of the local church shall be resolved in the exclusive and final
judgment of the Okliahoma Annual Conference when it considers and votes on the local
church’s disaffiliation request under Paragraph 2553.

Oklahoma Conference

of The United Methodist Church
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Financiel Questions
A. Ganersl Rund

A mmmmmmmwmmmmwm
8. Ifso,howmdwuﬂismt.“howdﬂﬂndmrdmmbupﬂnw
C. Has the church hed to meke up any shortfall over the last 4 years?
> rmmmmmummnmmmumm
staff of the church?
B. ummmmmwmwuw
C HB“MWMhMNMWWMQM?
C. Capital Depenses
A mthwammuﬂuﬂ
B. wn.mmmmwwmummw?
C. Does the church have funds set aside for capital expenses?
D. Apportionmants
A. Were the apportionments paid in full for the last 4 yesrs?
B. ummmmwmmammmmm
C. Did the church have any special fundraisers to raise money for the
apportionments?
E. Resarves
A. Has the church drawn from Its reserves (savings) over the last 4 yesrs?
B. If so, how much was drawn from the reserves?
C. Does the church have dedicsted accounts for amergencies, and If so, how much are in these
accounts?
F. income Beyond Offerings
A. Does the church receive income from endowments, investments, oll and gas royalties,
rental property, etc.?
B. If 50, Is the income restricted or unrestricted; and how much does the church receive from
these sources?
C. Is the principie avellabile for church use on endowments? Plesse submit on a separate pege
any information on these items.
G. Dabt '
A. isthe church in debt, and ¥ so, how much is the debt?
B. What is the psyment schedule?
C. How long until the debt is to be paid off?
H. Payment for Disafftistion
A. How much is the smount needed for this church to disaffiliate?
B. What plans does the church have to pay this cost?
C. It you must borrow monay, whet plens do you have to do this?
D. ¥you have a significant part of your church not continue to give after the vote to disaffitiate,

hmwumww‘ﬁmdhd\udhw
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(A mmmumwmmmmmowmw
mmummmwdmmmmmmwwm
mwmmmmmmmmmﬁmm?

PageSofs



Co-vm on Chthhqu Timeline and Dates of Note
First United Mothodist Church, Okishoma City

January 17,2023 '
District Superintendent comnumicates with FUMC leadership to let them know that, prior to any
congregational vote relating to disaffilistion, they must first complete a process described in
Paragraphs 212/213 of the Book of Discipline, and outlined by the Oklshoma Conference as
“Conversations on Church Visbility” (CCV).

February 22, 2023
District Superintendent procures agreement from person to lead CCV process.

February 26, 2023 .
District Superintendent notifies church leadership of CCV conversation #1 set for March 8,
2023. Notification includes introduction of CCV process leader and requests data the church will
need to provide for CCV conversation #1.

March 2, 2023
FUMC submits statistics from the Financial Health Questions document.
FUMC provides additional data as requested.

March 8, 2023
CCVconvuuﬁon#lbetmeCV'lhmndFUMChm.

Content of this conversation:

a) Bxplﬁnﬂwmndmofmindudingthemdsofthcbcdchmhthemw
b) Emmﬂ:edmﬁom-lhezmwwm the 2022 balance sheet, the

financial heaith questions the 212/213
documents as document, conversation (online form), and other

c) Mcmmmmmmmmmm@mm

d)  Go over the timeline; describe information needed for . .
¢) Sudamio,wmnw' CCV#2; clarify and answer questions.

March 22, 2023 |
Bishop Nunn meats with FUMC leaders; 7:00pm-8:30pm.

[Date)
CCV conversation #2 between CCV Team and FUMC leaders.
Content of this conversation:




.

WMMMMMMMUWWGW,MW
attention to the ares surrounding First UMC; More detsiled look at the current missional
outreach of FUMC.

[Dete]
CCV Team compiotes asssssment, issues initial draft of repost.

[Deate]

CCV conversation #3 between CCV Team and FUMC leaders.

s) Brief summary by CCV Toam of what was heard in Convecsations #1 and #2.

b) Report of snalysis as determined by CCV team, including the perspective of the looal church
and the perspective of the Annual Conference.

¢) Clarifying questions by FUMC leaders.
d CCVMWW(«MMFUMC’IM”(MW).

[Dats] _
The CCV Team forwards their assessment and a summary of Conversation #3 to the District

Superintendent, Director of Transitional Ministries, Director of Connectional Ministries, and the
Oklshoma Conference Trustves. ,

[Date]

FUMC leaders mest 10 pray and discern God’s will for FUMC going forward.
Options include (but are not limited to):

a) Continue the disaffiliation process under Paragraph 2553.

) Requost that the District Superintendent set a date for a Church Conforence at which time
avobondh::lhn:l‘llhﬂn. Prior to the vote, FUMC leaders share with the
congregation the result of the the CCV*

. Hdpﬂ: asscasment, s recommendation(s) (if any), and the

congregation understand the timeline and the next that various i
the il bo sieps groups m
b) Discontinue the dissffiliation process and remain & United Methodist Church.

¢) Discontinue the disaffiliation procsss and proceed under Paragraph 249 in order to close the

September 6, 2023

Last dese for District
MJ.‘ w:wac:mmnmuwurw:m.

?‘Mnuh:n“g
”).puubh-‘ddwnhmm“dwww

October 13, 2023
Special Called Session of Okishoma Anwual Conforence 1o vose on disqffiliations (by Zoow).



Chris Dodson
Pastor, First Church OKC

<D7477DEE31524835AE47FS0CFFI00031[16729878].png>

From: Craig Stinson

Sent: Friday, March 10, 2023 1:26 PM )
To: Chris Dodson; David Hancocks Victor McCullough
Subject: CCV #2 mesting date

Hi Chris and David,

| was too ambitious trying to set the date for CCV #2. | know we had tentatively
looked at March 20, depending on Victor's schedule and others.

We are going to need the help of several people fm‘m the Conference office in
gathering material and in presenting at the CCV 42 meeting, and | am in the process of
coordinating calendars with them.

' Ido know that we will not be able to hold the CCV #2 on March 20, so | wanted to give

you a heads up now, so your team will not try to protect that date.

I'll let you know our preference of a date (or dates, hopefullyl) as soon as | can get
agreement from the key parties; hopefully we can match your team's schedules then.

. My apologies; | knew | was being pretty hopeful about others' schedules, but | was

trying to move the process forward as qQuickly as makes sense.

: More later,

' Craig




| pray you are doing welll

! 'm following up on the CCV process for First Church.

As of this email it has now been 8 weeks since we met with you and the CCV Team regarding the
viability study for First Church. it's been 6 weeks since your last communication regarding the next CCV
meeting with First Church. As you may recall | had requested an expedited process in order to allow
our members to vote on disaffiliation no later than late May/early June timeframe. At that time you
stated you would do everything you could to help accommodate our timeline, however, we have had
no communications from you regarding this process.

As you may imagine, our congregation is anxious to get past this issue and move on so we can put all of
our focus back on the work God has placad us here at 4th and Robinson to do.

Respectfully request status on a date for our next CCV meeting. If you need anything from us, please
let me know as quickly as possible. I've cc’ed the First Church CCV representatives on this email as

well,
Grace and peace to you,

David Hancock, Chair
Administrative Council

First United Methodist Church, OKC
405 326-6985

On Mar 20, 2023, at 3:36 PM, Craig Stinson <cstinson8150@gmail.com> wrote:

Thank you for your question, Chris. Unfortunately, | do not
b A yet have a date for the CCV
g:er:\mt::g. I mue't m :;mc of otfh‘ Conference leaders this past Wednesday to go
wew way of their research and presentation.
to me when they have a date. P tion. They will et back

in the meantime, take carel
Craig

On Mon, Mar 20, 2023 at 3:27 PM Chris Dodson <tnemidur@hotmail.com> wrote:
| Craig,

|

1

Just following up to see if you have been able to nail down some dates for our next
meeting. | just wanted evaryone to get it on their calendars as soon as they can.

Thanks




e

Forwarded message ~———

From: David Hancock <davidhancock306bgmall.com>

Date: Sat, May 6, 2023 at 11:35 AM

Subject: Fwd: CCV #2 meeting date

To: Chris Janka <chris.clanka@emal.com>, Chris Dodson <tnemidur@hotmail.com>, Tim Basham
<thhasham@gmail.com>, Tony DeCicco <tonv.deciccaf@faa.gov>, Sean Walker <spwalker@cox.net>,
Ruth Schwab <uthschwah21@gmail.com>, Nina Lipe <ninalipeokc@gmail.com>, Mary Nethercutt
<mnethercutt@firstchurchoke.com>, Marty Anderson <martydosug@cox.net>, Becca Janka
<becjanka@gmail.com>, David Mullins <mulda0s@hotmall.com>, Michael Davis
<EirstSergeantQ811@vahao.com>, Gayie Clark <giclark?6@vahoo.com>, Morgan Kennedy
<mkennedy@firstchurchakc.com>, Jackson Witt <hwitt@firstchurchoke.com>, Jana Simpson
<|simpson@firstchurchokc.com>, Hardy Patton <hardy.patton@gmail.com>

Dear Admin Counclit

For your awareness, below is the correspondence between us and the CCV leadership. | don’t recall
if you've seen the earlier emails from March but those are represented in this chain as well. The
mast recent is what | want to call your attention to for your awareness starting yesterday, May 5 and
with our latest response this morning.

Thank youl
David

Begin forwarded message:

From: David Hancock <davidhancack30@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: CCV #2 mesting date

Date: May 6, 2023 at 9:48:18 AM CDT




Thank you for your quick response. it is much sppreciated.

lmmmmmﬁmmmawam
asround the conference at this time of yeer. | reeiize these days are even
mmwlmunmmnmmmmuw.

Hm.mmmmnmmmmmmmm
study. District and Conference lesdership required we go through this study and we
mmmmmmummmwmmmmm
the CCV but with the entire discernment process.

rmmyoumdmhdudmanmwmwmw
congregation has over this. The longer it goes on, the harder It is for folks to stay
focused on ministry. mmwwmﬂ*m::unudmdwsomunput
all of our focus on serving the Lord here.

Yes, the pancake breskfast was a wonderful successi I'm sure as well that you saw our
involvement not only with the pancake breskfast, but with the memorial service. First
Church was front and center in partnership with the Memorial Commission and civic
leaders to accommodate such an important and mesningful remembrance ceremony
within our sanctuary. Not only that, but with the Saturdsy evening Worship and
Blessing of the Shoes and Gloves. This yesr it was held outside under our Heartiand
Chapel and the response was tremendousi Additionally we held a Sunrise Service held
under the Survivor Tree the moming of the race. Praise Godlil He was definitely at
work in our church and community through each of these events. These ministries are
not doable without a committed congregation and staff working hard to serve the Lord
by loving and serving His chiidren. These serve as just a few examples of the viabiiity of
our congregation and staff and our partnership with our downtown community and
friends at the memorial.

Additionally, as you are aware with time being of the essence due to the expiration of
para 2553, we need to get to an official vote sooner rather than later in order for us to
have everything resdy for the spacially called Annual Conference in October, if First
Church votes to disaffiliate. We are intent on continuing ministry here and are wanting
to get back to full efforts focused on that.

Unfortunately, it is clear by your emait that First Church is not a priority among all the
other busy things on conference lsaderships calendar, even though it was that
leadership that has requirad us to go through the viability study. It is disheartening as
'm sure you can understand, that while we appeer to be the only church having to go
through this process, we have to sit by snd wetch our nesrby sister churches be
allowed to finish the disaffilation process and move on.

Therefore, since other things are demanding district and conference leaderships
attention ahead of the good and gracious folks at First Church, | would urge the



canceliation of the viabiiity study and aliow us to vote on disaffiliation as soon as
possible. | understand that may not be your decision which is why 've included the DS
and Bishop Nunn on this email.

wmmmmwmﬁaﬂkuhmdyor
setting the date for the second CCV study.

Graciously and respectfully,
David
405 326-6965

On May 6, 2023, st 8:22 AM, Craig Stinson <cstinsonB1S0M@gmail.com>
wrote:

Thank you for the note, Devid. | hope the Okishoma City Memortal
Marsthon was another big success.

| appraciste your eagamaess for us to compiete the viability process. | am
eager, too. Right now we're just having to wait our turn in a larger agenda
that invoives the leaders in our Confarence. It's a bit like | felt on a plane
the other day—{ was seated and eager to take off, but because of a
weather delsy the night before there was 3 long ine of planes In front of
us. We did eventually gat into the alr,

I'm sure you have seen the announcament that our District
Superintendent Rev. Dr. Victor McCullough is being appointed to a church
in Wichita. His schedule right now must be more challenging even than it
was eariler this spring. So he is one key.

Also, as promised, | did request the heip of Rev. Derrek Belase and our
Conferance staff in examining the lergar missional needs of downtown
OKC, which we will axamine in detall st our next meeting. But they are
swamped right now in preparing for our reguiar Annual Conference

session a couple of weeks from now. | know from personal experience
how much work takes place in a normal year, let slone a yesr in which
they have just complsted a special called session of the Conferencs.

And, at the end of the Special Calied Session, Bishop Nunn asked for
prayers and patience with the appointment procass, which is aiso
experiencing unususi challenges related to the disaffiilation of somae
churches and the relinquishing of ministerial credentisis from some of our
Eiders. Having experienced that work, | can say that each appointment




N

takes hours of discernment and prayer from the Bishop and the

and then hours mone working with pastors and their
families, SPRC committess, and others. With some 350 United Methodist
Churches in our Conferenca, this is a largs process!

Nlﬂ\hhmuyu\ltmmﬂotbmfum Our District
wmammmwnmmwumw
the avallabliity of Rev. Belase. As soon as | learn that date, | will let you

know.

Again, thank you for your note.
Craig

On Fri, May S, 2023 at 9:43 AM David Hancock
<davidbancock30@emall.com> wrote:

Good morning Craig,
| pray you are doing welll
Im following up on the CCV process for First Church.

As of this amalil It has now been 8 weeks since we met with you and the
CCV Team regarding the viabiiity study for First Church. it's been 6
weeks since your last communication regarding the next CCV meeting
with First Church., As you may recall | had requested an expedited
process in order to allow our members to vote on disaffillation no later
than late May/early June timeframe. At that time you stated you would
do everything you could to heip accommodate our timeline, however,
we have had no communications from you regarding this process.

As you may imagine, our congregation is ardous to get past this issue
and move on so we can put all of our focus back on the work God has
placed us here at 4th and Robinson to do.

Respectfully requaest status on a date for our next CCV meeting. if you
modmmfmnus,plmlumlumswddyum r've
cc’ed the First Church CCV reprasentatives on this emall as well.




Grace and peace to you,
David Hancock, Chair

First United Methodist Church, OKC
405 326-6985

On Mar 20, 2023, at 3:36 PM, Craig Stinson
<cstinsonf150@email.com> wrote:

Mwubrmqmmum,ldomt
yet have a date for the CCV #2 meeting. | met with some
of the Conference leaders this past Wednesday to go over
what we will nead by way of their reseerch and
prasentation. They will get back to me when they have a
date.

in the meantime, take carel
Craig

On Mon, Mar 20, 2023 at 3:27 PM Chris Dodson
<tnemidur@hotmail com> wrote:

Cralg,

Just following up to see if you have been able to nail
down some dates for our next meeting. | just wanted
averyone to get it on their calendars as soon as they
can,

iThml:l

Chris Dodson
Pastor, First Church OKC

i <D7477DEE31524835AE47F90CFF300031(16729878].p
ng>

Froms: Craig Stinson
Sent: Friday, March 10, 2023 1:26 PM




Hi Chwis and David,

| was t00 ambitious trying to set the date for CCV#2. |
know we had tentatively looked at March 20,
depending on Victor's schedule and others.

We are going to need the heip of several people from
the Conference office in gathering material and in
pressnting at the CCV #2 meeting, and | am in the
process of coordinating calendars with them.

{ do know that we will not be able to hold the CCV #2
on March 20, so | wantsed to give you 3 heads up now,
$0 your tesm will not try to protact that date.

I'il let you know our preference of a date (or dates,
hopefullyl) as soon as | can get agreement from the key
parties; hopefully we can match your tesm's schedules
then.

My apologies; | knew | was being pretty hopeful sbout
others' schedulas, but | was trying to move the process
forward as quickly as makes sense.

More lster,
! Craig




151 NW 4 Strost, Ohlahoma Gty OK 73102
RST CURH

» 4' Emall Address:
(405} 299-648 ’ ‘ firsichurch@firsichurchokccom
oy .. .
May 16, 2023 : :
The Rev. Victor T McCuliough, D:Min
Via Emall: vimeCullough@okumc.org

Heartland District Superintendent / Mission Strategist
Okiahoma Conference of The United Methodist Church
1501 NW 24th Street
Oklahoma City, Okishoma 73106

Hello Rev. McCullough,

Pursuant to 1248 of the 80D, the church councll for First Church demands its requested church
conference ba scheduled no ister then June 11, 2023 for the purpose of voting to disaffiiiate from The
United Methodist Church pursuant to the provisions of 4 2553 of the 2016 BOD as amended by General
Conference 2019. Wa previously notified you by email deted November 23, 2022, of our request for a
church council to vots on disaffiliation.

Plesse note that paragraph 248 contains languags that Is In the disjunctive, such that a church
mmmumwmmmhmmgwwm
district superintendent when requested by the church council. Ao note that paragraph 2553 mandates
that a church conference be heid within 120 days sfter the district superintendent calls for the church
mmmmmammmnmum,wnummmmu
zm,mmwmmmmmmmmmmnhmm

y-yn;‘ms.mmnmmywmmmmmmammmm

Aecofdhdv.mukﬂlltvounuwuwlmnumﬂ)m«nomﬂnnMlyls.zoza.thltuhmh
mmummumwmm~uwmmmmmm
established by the Conference Board of Trustess. You and the Conference Board of Trustees have a
dutyundtrﬂssatoluhtuhwmundw ¥ 1t is the will of our church members.

w.mmwmbmmdmmﬂmmmhabunmdconﬂnnambesa
partner with the Oklahoma City community. in recent yaars, the church has assisted the local homaeless
mmm,mmmmmmmbmmmmmmmm
annuat Memorial Marsthon. mm.wwwmummmm.
tmmmmmwmmwmmwmwwmwwm
mmmmmmmmumm Additionally, First Church has » close
partnership with the Memorial Commission and other civic lsaders and is often asked to assist with
munﬁdulmwchuthmmm. Finally, First Church cusrently
mahhhnmmwnmmm.mmmommmmm
mh-mmm-awmm-wmummmm:m
downtown location for warking families, OU Medical School for gradustion programs, and an ongoing
mpmmmmmmmm These are all clear markers of a
vibrant and Spirit fillad church.




mmm,ummmmdwmmmwmmmm
10 have 8 church conferencs and subsequently disafillste via the ratificstion process. We

mm»hmmumnmmpumwmmm

to do so. Tomumnmmmmumnnmmmmw

scheduling of our church conference.

Sincerely,

s/ Dol Nanchcl

David Hancock, Chair Administrative Councll Chelr
o/ Chrig danbs

Chris Janks, Vice-Chalr Administrative Councll Vice Chalr
§/ Tony Delicoy

Tony DeCicco- Finsnce Committes Chalr

§/ Sont Walker

Sean Walker- Trustees Cheir

&/ Ty Bnghassy
Tim Basham- SPRC Chair

Tish Malloy
Blshop James G. Nunn
Rav. Chris Dodson- Senlor Pastor



