Community Big Kids

Lesson Plan
November 2nd, 2025

This Month’s Truth: I Am Made for Community
Bible Story: The story of the Wedding Feast (Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 14:15-24)
Theme Verse: Encourage one another and build each other up as you are already doing. (1 Thessalonians 5:11)

Teachers rally with your team a few minutes before kids start to arrive: Rally is a pre-service time for you to be expectant and equipped before the kids start arriving. Go over the lesson and any ideas for the day! Pray over your space and for the kids that will be coming that they will be connected to the person of Jesus!

Share: Our Theme this month is, “Huddle Up,” and we are teaching kids that God has made them for relationships and community. This week, kids will learn that we are all invited into God’s family through the parable of a banquet. A man invited friends, family, and strangers to a banquet but not many accepted the invitation. (Read Luke 14:21b-23.) Jesus told this parable to help people know that everyone is invited to His kingdom, but you must accept the invitation! God sent Jesus to rescue us and provide a way for us to be part of His family forever. 
Pray: Lead the group in prayer, thanking God for the team and inviting Him to work in big ways in the hearts of kids today.

Pre Service

Arrival time, please use this time to build relationships with kids and encourage them to build relationships with one another. 

Service

What To Do:
· Teacher Start 5-minute countdown 5 minutes prior to service start time. The Countdown Video is meant to be played as a signal to transition to Large Group. The video is fun and interactive with opportunities for the kids to respond and cheer. Help kids engage and interact with the video by calling out what's happening, asking for their guesses, and cheering with them.

Teacher Opener: Hey there, everyone! My name is ____, and I am pumped to be with you today. Without each other, we would be alone. We were made for community, and each of you is welcome here. A community is a group that shares the same interests. Our group is like a big huddle, similar to what you might see at a sporting event when a group of athletes gather closely together to get excited about a game. When I say, “Huddle up!” I want you to say, “I am made for community!” “Huddle up!” (I am made for community!) Today we will learn more about what it means to be part of a community!

Missing at the Game

Game Rules:
1. Start the video.
2. Challenge kids to carefully study the picture for 10 seconds.
3. Direct kids to follow the prompt when they spot the missing object on the next screen.
4. Continue playing till the end of the video.
What You Say: When I say, “Huddle up!” you say, “I am made for community!” Let’s try! “Huddle up!” (I am made for community!) We are made for community. A community is a group of people who come together because they share the same interest. People at sporting events are considered a community because they all share a common interest in that sport. I will show you a picture of a sporting event. Carefully study the picture for 10 seconds. For how long? (10 seconds!) After 10 seconds, you will see the same picture but something that was in the first picture will be missing. When you know what is missing, you will follow the directions on the screen. Ready? “Huddle up!” (I am made for community!)

Leader Tip: Read aloud the prompts as they appear to help younger kids. Play along to keep the energy high.

What You Say: When I say, “Huddle Up!” you call back with, “I am made for community!” “Huddle up!” (I am made for community!) You did a great job spotting what was missing at those games. Could they have played those games the same way if they played by themselves? (Allow responses.) Those games were made to be played in community. A community is a group of people who are connected by something in common. It is so awesome to remember that God made us for community. “Huddle up!” (I am made for community!)

Transition Script to go into the Intro Video: Everyone, stand up, pretend to hold a bat, and call out, “Batter up!” (Batter up!) Awesome! Sit back down. (Allow time.) In just a minute, we will virtually visit a sports museum where some pretty cool things happen when no one is around. Say, “Play ball!” to get our video started in 3-2-1! (Play ball!)

Play Intro Video

What You Say: Ruby was worried because she was new to the team. She wondered if she would hit a home run or strike out. But Bobbie was a great friend. He helped Ruby know she was welcome at the museum. Today, we will learn that God welcomes all of us. Point to yourself and say, “Who, me?” (Who, me?) Yes, you! All of you! God loves us, and He welcomes us into a relationship with Him and with others who love and follow Him. God made us for community and welcomes everyone into His family. Let me hear you say, “God welcomes us!” (God welcomes us!)

Worship

What You Say: Everyone let’s come up front and worship together this morning!

What To Do:
· Turn lights off 
· 2-3 songs of worship
· Teachers and Small Group Leaders worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 
· Dismiss the kids back to their seats when the songs are over

Bible Story Video

Transition script Teachers please use this to set-up the Bible Story and to encourage the use of Bibles in the classroom with the Kids: (Open the Bible to Luke 14:15-24.) Today we will learn from the Bible. What is this book called? (The Bible!) That’s right! The Bible is God’s true message to us about Himself. Today’s Bible story comes from a part of the Bible called the book of Luke. The book of Luke is  in the New Testament. The what? (New Testament!) You got it! This Bible story is called a parable. A parable is a simple story Jesus told to help people understand something important about God. Jesus told a parable about a man and his invitation to a party banquet. Let’s see what happens. Get things started by saying, “Huddle up!” in 3-2-1! (Huddle up!)

What To Do:
· Play the Bible Story 
· When it’s over, turn lights back on and ask what the Bible story was about (as well as the questions below), have kids respond, take some answers from the small group leaders and share some yours as well, use the script below to help make the connection for the kids. 

Questions to consider asking after the video: 
· What is something that you learned about God from the video?
· What is something that you learned about people?
· What can you take away from the video?
· How can you apply the lesson from today into your life?

Making The Connection Script: Well, that was a plot twist! Everyone, say, “Plot twist!” (Plot twist!) This man was having a big party, but the people rejected his invitation. Can you imagine being invited to a big feast and saying you do not want to go? Well, the man did not give up! He sent his servant to tell the people that the party was ready, and that they should come. But the people made excuses not to go. Still the man did not give up! He sent his servant to invite the poor, blind, and lame (those who could not walk) to his party. Guess what? Say, “What?” (What?) They all came! The people who were usually looked down on or not invited to most parties were invited to this party, and they came! This parable teaches that God invites everyone to have a relationship with Him. Say, “God welcomes us!” (God welcomes us!) This story shows that God invites and welcomes everyone, but some people reject Him and His invitation.

I wonder what group I would fall into? Would I make excuses and pretend to be too busy for the party? Or would I run to the feast when I received the invitation? What about you? (Allow responses.)

Through Jesus, God welcomes us to be with Him! When we believe in Jesus and follow Him, we can live with God forever.

Jesus told this parable to help people know that everyone is invited into His kingdom–to be part of His team—but to do that, they must first receive His invitation. God sent Jesus so all people who put their faith in Him can have a relationship with Him. When we wonder if we are wanted, we can know that God welcomes and invites everyone to trust and follow Jesus and live life with Him forever. We find community with God and with others who love and follow Him. A community is a group of people who are connected by something in common, and God welcomes us into His community. Say, “God welcomes us!” (God welcomes us!)
God made us for community, and that is why He welcomes us to be a part of His family. He invites all of us to live in community with Him and with others who love and follow Him. If you have questions about how to be welcomed into God’s family, you can talk to me or your Small Group Leader. We would love to share with you how God welcomes us into His family.

Offering

What To Do:
· Play video explaining offering to kids 
· Play offering time video while kids pass the bucket 
· Ask a student(s) to come up and pray over the offering 

Theme Verse Review: 

Choose between the Video-Led Theme Verse option or the Host-Led Theme Verse option. 
Theme Verse Motions:
Encourage one another (Scoop your right hand from the outside in, ending by pushing up.)
and build each other up (Scoop your left hand from the outside in, ending by pushing up.)
as you are already doing. (Bring both hands together in front of your chest.)
1 Thessalonians 5:11 (Hold both your hands out like a book.)

Option #1: Put the memory verse slide on the screen. 

What You Say: Being a part of a team means being in community. A great way to practice community is by encouraging one another. Teams huddle up in sports to build each other up before the next big play. They need each other, and we need each other too. Let’s learn our Theme verse that is all about encouraging and building each other up. Stand up!

Repeat after me: (Use the motions above.)
Encourage one another (Encourage one another)
and build each other up (and build each other up)
as you are already doing. (as you are already doing.)
1 Thessalonians 5:11 (1 Thessalonians 5:11)

Well done! Now let’s see if we can say the Theme verse again with the motions, but this time let’s do it in slow motion.

Encourage one another (Encourage one another)
and build each other up (and build each other up)
as you are already doing. (as you are already doing.)
1 Thessalonians 5:11 (1 Thessalonians 5:11)

When you encourage one another, you build each other up, making each other stronger. Encouraging each other builds a strong community, and we are made for community. Negative words tear down or tear apart, but positive words build up. Say, “I am made for community!” (I am made for community!) God welcomes us, and we can encourage others in our community.

Option #2: Play Memory verse video

What You Say: Let’s learn our Theme verse that is all about encouraging and building each other up. When I say, “Huddle up!” you say, “I am made for community!” Ready? “Huddle up!” (I am made for community!)

Play Memory Verse Video

What You Say: When you encourage one another, you build each other up, making each other stronger. Encouraging each other builds a strong community, and we are made for community. Negative words tear down or tear apart, but positive words build up. Say, “I am made for community!” (I am made for community!) God welcomes us, and we can encourage others in our community.

Large Group Closing:  

What You Say: Even in a room full of people, you can still feel alone. You may feel like you do not fit in with the other kids, that you are not like other kids, or that you just do not belong. Well, I have an important message for you: You are made for community! We all need each other, and we want you to know that you are welcome here! God welcomes us. Let me hear you say, “God welcomes us!” (God welcomes us!) He does not want us to be alone. The next time you feel alone, remember that God loves you and welcomes you. The next time you are scared, remember that God welcomes you, and He loves you. The next time you think no one cares, remember that you are loved by the Creator of the world, and He welcomes you! Let’s thank God right now for the way He welcomes us by praying in 3-2-1.

Closing Prayer: God, thank You for welcoming us. You love us so much that You sent Jesus to make the way for us to have a relationship with You. You make this invitation to love and follow You available for everyone. You welcome all of us so we can follow You together in community. Help us to always remember that You love and welcome us, and help us share Your welcoming invitation with others. Amen.

Transition to Small Group Time: Split the kids into small groups. This can be done either by age, grade, or gender. 

Small Group Time: 

Option #1: Connection Questions

1. What is a fun way to welcome someone who is new at school, at church, or in your neighborhood? (Allow kids to answer, and share your own answer.)
2. Goody bags are a fun way to help friends feel welcome at a party. What are some ways that God helps us feel welcome? (God loves us. God sent Jesus for us. God welcomes everyone, not just “friends” like at a party.)
3. The Bible tells us that God welcomes us into a relationship with Him because we were made for community. Let’s open our Bibles to Luke 14:21b-23 and read it together. (Invite kids to open their Bibles. Read the passage aloud, or invite a kid who volunteers to read the passage aloud. Be sure to have Bibles available for kids who need one. Help kids find the passage so everyone can follow along together.) When some people rejected the man’s invitation, the man invited everyone to come to the party. How do you think those people felt when they were invited? How do you think people feel when they learn God welcomes and invites us to love and follow Him? (Allow kids to answer, and share your own answer.
4. What type of invitation does Jesus have for each one of us? (Answers may vary but should include that Jesus invites us into a relationship with Him.) Only when we receive Jesus’ invitation to turn away from our sin and respond to His gift of forgiveness in faith can we be in community with God forever.
5. The Bible tells us that God welcomes us into a relationship with Him. What is something you learned today? Is there anything you have questions about? (Allow kids to respond, and share your own answer.) 

Option #2: Welcome Place Mats 

What You Say: Do any of you have a specific place to sit at your table at home? (Allow responses.) What makes that spot “your space”? (Allow responses.) Today, each of you will design a place mat that you can use at home! These will be a reminder you can keep at home that God welcomes us. Let me hear you say, “God welcomes us!” (God welcomes us!)

First, decorate the plate and cup with food and drink that you would want at a feast. Then, you can color in the utensils and the words at the bottom. (Allow time.)

Now, fill in the squares on the place mat with pictures of your family, friends, and neighbor. This will be a good reminder that God welcomes all of us to know, love, and follow Him! (Allow time.)

Loud And Clear: Next time you use this placemat while eating with others, thank God for your community. No matter what your family looks like, God loves and welcomes each and every one of you. We can remember that God welcomes everyone to love and follow Him, which is why He sent Jesus. Anyone who trusts and follows Jesus gets to enjoy a relationship with God and His community forever!

Option #3: Activity Page

What To Do: This activity page helps us remember some big things we have learned about today. As you color and work on activities, talk to a friend about some of your favorite parts of our time together.

Leader Tip: Get to know the kids better. Ask them what they remember about the Bible story. Remind kids that because God made us for community, He welcomes us into a relationship with Him through His Son, Jesus.

Loud And Clear: We learned through today’s Bible story that many people were invited to the party banquet, but some chose not to come. God welcomes us and wants us to be a part of His family. God sent His Son, Jesus, so we would have a way to join His family and be with Him forever.

Close out in prayer: 

What To Do:
· Ask for any specific prayer requests
· Pray with the group
· Lead the group in the prayer below.

What You Say: God, thank You for loving us enough to invite us into a relationship with You. The gift of Your Son, Jesus, is the best invitation we will ever receive. Help us see our need for You, God, and not turn away the invitation, like those in our Bible story today. Amen.

Dismissal:

Leader Tip: Work with your team to dismiss the kids in a fun, manageable, and safe way. As kids leave, make sure they have all of the crafts and papers. Share with the person picking them up something positive you observed today. Invite them back next week.


