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Toddler Lesson Plan
                                   
November 30, 2025

God Gives Me Friends— God Leads Me to Friends
Bible Story: David and Jonathan Became Friends  (1 Samuel 18:1-11; 19:1-7; 20:1-42)
Theme Verse: “Search me, God, and know my heart.” Psalm 139:23a
Teachers rally with your team a few minutes before kids start to arrive: Rally is a pre-service time for you to be equipped and encouraged in your ministry. 

Pre-Service: Teachers Choose Playlister and start the preservice slide with music 
Co-Teacher/Volunteers: Arrival time, please use either one of these options as kids arrive for the morning to build relationships with kids and encourage them to build relationships with one another. 

Option 1: Let the kids play with toys and get to know them.

[bookmark: _aguguzg1di2c]Option 2: Coloring Sheet.

Leader Tip: Announce a 2-to-3-minute signal before asking them to clean up their toys. Giving your group a mental head start will begin to cue their minds for what is next.
[bookmark: _ebq8n1qetakg]
Clean-up time:
[bookmark: _37zdrgg4dmir]What to do: Teacher play clean- up song, encouraging all kids to help get things put away and ready for service. 



Service
Teacher Opener:  I am so excited to see you here today. We are going to have a lot of fun! 

Worship song #1: Teachers, Co-Teachers, and volunteers worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 


Bible Story Video

What to do
· Play the Bible Story use the script below after video to help make the connection for the kids. 

Let's all stand and sing one last song to God together today! 

Worship song #2: Teachers, Co-Teachers, and volunteers worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 

Memory Verse Video: 

Let's stand up together and learn our Theme Verse!

Leader Tip: Choose between the Host-Led or the Video-Led option. Watch the Theme Verse Video to learn the motions. Use the Big Deal motions provided.

Theme Verse Motions:
Search me, God, (Hold right hand over eyes while looking side to side.)
and know my heart. (Place both hands over heart.)
Psalm 139:23a (Hold hands out like a book.)





Small Group Time: 

Option #1: Kids will make a bookmark to give to a friend.

Big Goal: Remember the Bible story.

Leader Prep: Print “Decorate A Bookmark” printables on cardstock, one bookmark per child. Cut out each bookmark.

Craft Instructions:
1. Before the session, print “Decorate A Bookmark” printables on cardstock, one bookmark per child. Cut out each bookmark.
2. Give each child a bookmark, crayons, and stickers.
3. Invite kids to decorate their bookmarks.
What To Do: We are going to make bookmarks to give to our friends. What are we making? (Bookmarks!) Great! A bookmark is used to put between pages of the Bible or another book to mark a favorite page or to know where we stopped reading in a story. (Demonstrate how a bookmark is used in a Bible.) Our bookmarks will be a special gift for our friends. I want you to use crayons and stickers to decorate your bookmarks.

Close out in prayer: 
WHAT TO DO
· Ask for any specific prayer requests
· Pray with the group
· Lead the group in the prayer below.


WHAT YOU SAY:  God, thank You for true stories in the Bible that help us see that You value us. When we turn to You and ask for Your forgiveness, we can have a friendship with You. Thank You for sending Jesus to make that possible. Amen.



Closing: Leader Tip: Work with your Teacher to dismiss the kids in a fun, manageable, and safe way. As kids leave, make sure they have all of the crafts and papers. Share with the person picking them up something positive you observed today. Invite them back next week.
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