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      Lesson Plan
                                   March 9, 2025

God Wants Me to Know Him—I Can Talk with God
Bible Story: Abraham’s Three Visitors (Genesis 17:5; 18; 21:1-7)
Theme Verse: “A person’s heart plans his way, but the LORD determines his steps.” (Proverbs 16:9)

Teachers rally with your team a few minutes before kids start to arrive: Rally is a pre-service time for you to be equipped and encouraged in your ministry. 
Read: Genesis 18:13-14 
Share: Today we have the opportunity to teach preschoolers that they can talk with God. In Genesis 18, Abraham had a conversation with God, and he and his wife, Sarah, learned that nothing is impossible with God. (Read Genesis 18:13-14.) Let’s teach preschoolers that they can talk with God anytime and anywhere, and they can know that He listens and responds. 
Pray: Lead the group in prayer, thanking God for the team and inviting Him to work in big ways in the hearts of preschoolers today. 
Pre-Service: Teachers Choose Playlister and start the preservice slide with music 

Co-Teacher/Volunteers: Arrival time, please use either one of these options as kids arrive for the morning to build relationships with kids and encourage them to build relationships with one another. 

Option 1: Kids will bounce a ball to friends and say their names.

Big Goal: Learn a new name.

Leader Prep: Clear space for the game to be played so no obstacles are in the way.

Supplies
· Playground ball


What To Do:  Hello, everyone! I am so glad you are here today. We are going to play a game to help us learn the names of all our friends. Let’s stand in a circle. As more friends come in, we can step back and make room for them. You will each get a turn to bounce this ball to someone else in the circle. Before you bounce the ball, you will say, “My name is ____.” Then when a friend catches it, the friend will say, “My name is ____.” That way we can learn everyone’s names. We will keep playing until everyone has a turn.

Keep It Going: Play another round where you sit down and roll the ball.


Connect It: Calling people by name is important because it lets them know that you know who they are. You all did a great job learning each other’s names, and now we have a circle of friends!


[bookmark: _aguguzg1di2c]Option 2: Kids will create a “Friendship Tree” by decorating leaves and gluing them to a tree.

Big Goal: Celebrate every child.

Leader Prep: Print and cut out “Friendship Tree” printables, one leaf per child. Cut a sheet of butcher paper and draw a large outline of a tree with branches but no leaves on it.

Craft Instructions:
1. Before the session, print and cut out “Friendship Tree” printables, one leaf per child. Cut a sheet of butcher paper and draw a large outline of a tree with branches but no leaves on it.
2. Give kids a leaf, a glue stick, and crayons.
3. Invite kids to draw pictures of themselves on their leaves.
4. Allow kids to glue their leaves to the tree outline.
What To Do:  I am so glad you are here today. There are so many fun things to learn about each person in our group. Let’s make a friendship tree to help us learn about each other. On the leaf in front of you, I want you to use crayons to draw a picture of yourself. When you finish, put glue on the back of your leaf, and I will help you stick it to our “Friendship Tree.”

Loud And Clear:  It was so much fun drawing on our leaves and adding them to our tree. We can hang our “Friendship Tree” on our wall, and everyone who comes into our room can see it. Each one of you did a great job drawing and decorating our tree. I am so glad you are here.

Leader Tip: Announce a 2-to-3-minute signal before asking them to clean up their toys. Giving your group a mental head start will begin to cue their minds for what is next.
[bookmark: _ebq8n1qetakg]Clean-up time:
[bookmark: _37zdrgg4dmir]What to do: Teacher play clean- up song, encouraging all kids to help get things put away and ready for service. 

Service

Teacher Opener: Today is going to be so much fun, and I am so glad you are here. Our Theme is Step By Step. When you do something step by step, you do a little part of it, then you do the next part, then the next until you finish the job or learn something new. Let’s do a few moves step by step. I will tell you the first part of the move, and you can do it after me. Then step by step we will do it together. Ready? Let’s start by marching. Ready? March! (Allow responses.) Great job! Now, let’s add the next step. Take your arms and reach them up toward the sky, then bring them back down. Ready? Move your arms! (Allow responses.) Good! Now, let’s clap two times. Ready? Clap, clap! (Allow responses.)Way to go! You all did a great job doing those movements step by step.

Worship song #1: Teachers, Co-Teachers, and volunteers worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 


Bible Story Video

What to do
· Play the Bible Story use the script below after video to help make the connection for the kids. 

Making the connection script: Our Big Deal tells us about how God wants us to know Him. It says, “Step By Step! God Wants Me to Know Him!” Let’s say it together. I’ll say it first, and you say it after me. (Use motions above as you say the Big Deal.) Ready? Step By Step! (Step By Step!) God Wants Me (God Wants Me) to Know Him! (to Know Him!)

Great job! One way we can know God better is by talking with Him. We can pray and talk to God anytime. Let’s pray right now and thank God for listening to us when we pray.

God, thank You for teaching us through the story of Abraham that we can listen and talk with You. Step by step we can know You, and You will help us know You better. Amen.

Let's all stand and sing one last song to God together today! 

Worship song #2: Teachers, Co-Teachers, and volunteers worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 


Memory Verse Video: 

The Bible tells us that God forgives us. Let's stand up together and learn our Theme Verse!

Leader Tip: Choose between the Host-Led or the Video-Led option. Watch the Theme Verse Video to learn the motions. Use the Big Deal motions provided.

Theme Verse Motions:
A person’s heart (Put both hands over your heart.)
plans his way, (Move both hands in front of you with palms facing each other.)
but the LORD determines his steps. (March in place.)
Proverbs 16:9 (Hold hands out like a book.)


Offering

WHAT TO DO
· Ask one of the kids to pass out the money.
· Play offering time video while kids pass the bucket. 
· Ask a student(s) to come up and pray over the offering.








Small Group Time: 

Option #1: Kids will use crayons to decorate a walkie-talkie.

Big Goal: Remember the Main Idea, “I Can Talk with God.”

Leader Prep: Print and cut out “I Can Talk With God” printables on cardstock, one per child.

Craft Instructions:
1. Before the session, print and cut out “I Can Talk With God” printables on cardstock, one per child.
2. Give each kid crayons and a walkie-talkie cutout.
3. Invite kids to use their crayons to decorate their walkie-talkies.

What To Do: What is our Super Clue today? (Allow responses.) Yes! Our Super Clue is a walkie-talkie. A walkie-talkie helps us remember that we can talk with God. We can talk with who? (God!) That’s right! Let’s make a fun craft together! You will each get a cutout picture of a walkie-talkie that you can decorate with crayons.

Leader Tip: As kids are decorating their walkie-talkies, talk with them about when they can talk with God—at home, playing outside, in the car, when they are going to bed, at mealtimes, at church, with friends, and so on.

Loud And Clear: You all did a great job decorating the Super Clue. Walkie-talkies are fun toys we can use to talk with and listen to our friends. We can talk and listen to God anytime. He wants us to talk with Him. I can talk with God. Let’s say that together. Ready? “I can talk with God.” Great job!


Option 2: Kids will pretend to use walkie-talkies to complete a relay.

Big Goal: Remember that we can talk with God.

Leader Prep: Remove any obstacles in the space where the game is to be played.

Supplies
· No supplies needed




What To Do: Our Super Clue today is a walkie-talkie. This game is going to be a way to see if we can send a message to each other the way a walkie-talkie works. We will form two teams. Half of us will be in a line on one side of the room facing the other half in a line on the other side of the room. I’ll let the first friend in line hear a message from me, and she will race to deliver it to the first friend in line across from her before going to the end of that line. When a team delivers the right message, that team will get a point. Then I will give the next person a message to deliver to the other side. If the team delivers the right message that team will earn another point. We will play the game back and forth and once everyone has had a turn, we will see how many points we have earned. (Consider using “Talk with God,” “Listen to God,” “Step By Step,” “God wants me to know Him,” and “I can know God” as some of the messages.)

Loud And Clear: Wow! That was so much fun. Sometimes the messages were close to what they were supposed to be, and sometimes they were different. When we talk to God, we don’t have to talk through someone else. God says we can talk directly to Him. We can talk to God anytime and anywhere we are. We can talk to God in the morning, at night, in the car, or while we are playing. I can talk to God. Let’s say that together. Ready? 3-2-1! “I can talk to God!” Great job!


Close out in prayer: 
WHAT TO DO
· Ask for any specific prayer requests
· Pray with the group
· Lead the group in the prayer below.


WHAT YOU SAY:  God, thank You for teaching us through the story of Abraham that we can listen and talk with You. Step by step we can know You, and You will help us know You better. Amen.














End of service Activity:
Have all kids come back together and have a seat and lead kids in the following discussions below. This is a time for side-by-side learning, where all kids have the opportunity to connect and participate.

1. Who remembers what our Super Clue is today? (a walkie-talkie)
2. What does a walkie-talkie help us remember? (God wants us to talk to Him anytime.)
3. What was your favorite part of Large Group?
4. I can talk with God. When can we talk with God? (We can talk with God anytime.)
5. What is something you learned about God in today’s Bible story?
6. Do you remember today’s Big Deal? I’ll say it first, and you say it after me. (Use motions below as you say the Big Deal.) Ready? Step By Step! (Step By Step!) God Wants Me (God Wants Me) to Know Him! (to Know Him!)


Keep It Going: Say each phrase of the Big Deal in different ways and allow preschoolers to repeat after you. Examples could include a loud, booming voice with exaggerated motions, a tiny voice using only your fingers for motions, and so forth. Call on a new volunteer to lead each time.


Closing: 

Leader Tip: Work with your Teacher to dismiss the kids in a fun, manageable, and safe way. As kids leave, make sure they have all of the crafts and papers. Share with the person picking them up something positive you observed today. Invite them back next week.
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